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Lessonobjectives

Bytheendofthislesson,youshouldbeableto:

a.understandallbiblicalconceptscarefullyexaminedcontextuallyand

exegeticallyinRev13indepth,evenaccordingtoeachverse;

b.identifyandexplainwhyRev12isdividedinto17verses,butthe

Vulgateversionhas18verses,concerningthepositionsofJohnand

Satanintheapocalypseofthe“seabeast;”

c.identifyandunderstandtheeschatologyofthefour(4)mainearthly

kingdomsthatreignedtheworldfrom 625B.CEto476CE;

d.explainindetailtheidea(s)behind“Changingthetimesandthelaws”

accordingtoDanielandJohnwhichconfusesmanyChristians;

e.interpretwithvividevidencesthenatureandmeaningofthe“sea

beast”andthe“landbeast;”

f.interpretcorrectlythe18thverseofRevelation13,wheretheconcept

of666isdrawn;

g.understandproperlytheexactmeaningoftheconcept666,whichcan

helptocorrectallmisconceptionsand/orconspiracytheories,asthe

exactcontextisbiblicallygiven;
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ToTheReader:

Thislessonispreparedfrom thein-depthknowledge,wisdom,

understandingandinsightofGodbestowedontheauthor,evenasunveiled

tohim from theScriptureaswellasthesoundcombinationandrightful

divisionoftheknowledgeinthefourmaineschatologicalmodel;Preterism,

Idealism,Historicism,andFuturism.Andthus,massiveattentionshouldbe

paidbythereadertounderstandthingsproperly,asthecontentofthis

lessonisfullyapocalyptic.

Therearecertainareasofthislessonwhichhavebeenremovedfrom the

verse11-17duetosomealignedpersonalinterestsoftheauthor.They

havebeenhoweverincludedasversespurposelytodemonstratetoreaders

howthefulllessonwaspreparedaccordingtothe13thchapterofthebook

ofRevelation;suchversesremovedhavetheirsectionalobjectives

somehowremoved.

However,thisparticularlessonwastakenfrom themain(upcoming)book

oftheauthortitled,“TheGreatApocalypse”whichcovers(over)600pages.

Ithasbeenusedformanydebatesandteachingsonthesubjectmatter

exhibitedineachchapterofthelesson.Andduetotheauthor'sinterestsin

relationtopublicityandthesetstandards,allrelatedimagesalreadyfixed

intothelessonintheoriginalversionhavebeentakenoff.

Thepurposeofthislessonistohelpsolvepublicissuesinrelationtothis

uniquechapterofRevelation,andtoassessthepublic'sconcernsabout

666,throughthequestionandanswermethodchosen.Readersshoulddo

welltowritetheirmisconceptionsifany,atthespaceprovidedunder

“Correctingsomefalseclaimsabout666(pp.42-43),”andshouldkindly

pendownallquestionstheyintendtoask,under“Answeringthequestions

from thepublic(p.44),”sotheycanbecarefullyaddressedbytheauthor.

Readersshouldalsopaymassiveattentiontosometerminologiesand

biblicalideasexplicitlydealtwith,inthislesson,sometimesinHebrew,

AramaicandGreeklanguagesordialects.
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Welcometothelessonpreparedon“REVELATION13~666[THEMARK

OFTHEBEAST.”
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REVELATIONCHAPTER13(18VERSES).

Verse1:“AndIstooduponthesandofthesea,andsawabeastriseup

outofthesea,havingsevenheadsandtenhorns,anduponhishornsten

crowns,anduponhisheadsthenameofblasphemy.”

Meaning;

AndIstooduponthesandofthesea:ThisphraseorstatementintheKJV

isnotrecognizedinmostoftheVersionsoftheNewTestament.Some

Versionsbeginthe13thchapteras“Andhetookupapositionuponthe

standsofthesea-shore”whichisareferencetothepositionofSatan(the

dragon),butignoresthephrase“AndIstooduponthesandofthesea”

whichspeaksofthelocationofJohnwhenthevisionwasunveiledtohim.

SomeVersionstoo(asitisintheTwiBible)usethephrase“Andhetook

upapositionuponthestandsofthesea-shore”asthe18thverseofRev

12whichaddsupaversetothealreadyexisting17verses.

Thisissueisthoughaproblem tosomeBiblestudentsbutnotallthata

confusingphraseorstatement.Thefactisthat,theoriginaltextoftheNew

TestamentorthisbookofRevelationwaswritteninKoine(“common”)

Greek.The12thchapterofthebookofRevelationisdividedinto17verses,

buttheVulgateversionhas18verses.Andthisiswhythepositionsof

SatanandJohnareusedinterchangeably;eithertousethatofSatanasthe

conclusionpartofthe12thchapterandtousethatofJohnastheopening

partofthe13thchapter,orviceversa.

Simply,Johninthespirit(Rev1:10)foundhimselfstandinguponthesand

ofthesea,ashesawthedragon(Satan)whohaslaunchedhispersecution

attackagainsttheChurchesofChrist,standingatthesea-shore.Inthis

sense,wewouldbelievethat,Johnwasatthesamescenewherethebeast

wouldcomeforthfrom thesea,butwasfarfrom thedragon.Onething

BiblestudentsmustunderstandinJohn'svisionsisthat,hewasnever

harmedoraffectedbythethingshesawinthespirit.Hewasthoughpartof

thesaintspersecutedintheAsiaMinor,hedidnotfacethepersecutionin
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thespiritualrealm asthevisionswereunveiledtohim.

Wewouldthereforeconcludethat,Satanwaspresentatthesea-shoreto

givehispowertotheearthlykingdoms(Rev13:2)thatrosefrom the"sea"

(i.e.restlessandeverchangingpopulationsofhumanity...Rev17:15).While

Johnwasinawaysummonedtowitnesssuchrecordedeventatthesame

time,inthespirit(Rev4:1-2).

Andsaw:Contextually,whatJohnsawwasnotoppositetosomeofthe

previousthingsbeingrevealedtohim (ch4-12),butwouldbesomething

thatuniquelyportrayedtheexactfeaturesofthefour(4)earthlykingdoms

andhowtheyweresupportedbySatanandcontrolledbythethroneofGod.

However,thevisiondepictshowthekingdom ofdarknessthroughthe

RomanStateandfalsereligionspersecutedtheNewTestamentChurch.

Wewouldthusapprehendtothisthat,theinitialpersecutorofthechurch

wasinstitutionalJudaism (Rev2:9,3:9),andtheprimarypersecutorofthe

churchinthe1stcenturywastheRomanEmpire.InalltheseSatanhas

uniformlyworkedagainsttheChurch.

Nevertheless,whatJohnsawinthiscontextisapocalypticallyexpressedin

symbols,crypticimages,numbersandcolours.

Abeastriseupoutofthesea:Apocalyptically,theword“beast”inmost

casesrefersto“kingdom(s)”(asusedinDan7andRev13,17)or“wicked

men”(2Pet2:12).Wherever“beast”makesreferencetospecificearthly

kingdom,suchanempirecanbedefinedaccordingtothecharacteristicsof

thebeastunderdiscussionanditsabilitytobringwhatitreignsunderthe

controlofitssourceofpower.

InthiscontextofJohn'svision,thebeastindeedisasymbolofallthefour

earthlykingdoms(i.e.Babyloniankingdom;Medo-Persiankingdom;Greece

orGreekkingdom;andtheRomankingdom).Alltheseearthlykingdoms

originatedfrom thesea.ButBiblestudentsshouldunderstandherethatthe

reasonwhyRomewasnotseenaloneisthat,Johnwantshisaudienceto
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castbacktheirmindsontheearlierkingdoms(supportedbySatan)which

fellbeforetheexistenceoftheRomanrule;themindshouldthereforebe

fixedontheoriginofRome.

Apocalyptically,“sea”symbolizestheworld.Theworldwouldbesucha

restlessandeverchangingpopulationsofhumanity(Isaiah57:20-21;Jer

49:23).Johntriestoportraythathumanityisasaturbulentseathat

continuallygivesbirthtodifferentgovernmentalpowersthroughoutthe

ages(Rev16:3;20:13;21:1).Themeaninghereisthat,Romearisesoutof

conflictamongworldpopulationgroups.

Sevenheads...tenhorns...tencrowns:Thenumbers7and10usedhere

aresignsofperfectionorcompletenessaccordingtotheHebrewgematria.

The“seven(7)”inthiscontextstandsfor“spiritualperfection”and“ten(10)”

alsostandsfor“ordinalperfection.”Thesymbolism hereprovesthatSatan

completelysupportstheearthlykingdoms(andspecificallytheRoman

kingdom)inordertoworkthroughthem topersecuteandbringtoaclose

whatGodhasplantedonEarth(whichistheNewTestamentChurch[Acts

20:28;1Co1:2]).ThoughSatancompletelyexercisedhispoweragainstthe

Church,hecouldnotcompletelydestroytheChurchbecauseRomeasthe

earthlykingdom whichheusedintheapostasyperiodwasfragile(as

indicatedbiblicallyasthe666[Rev13:18]).

The“heads”symbolizesthe“control”ofRome.TheRomankingdom

exercisedhergreatcontrolinallherterritories,andsuchwere

geographicallyofsevenhills.Johnpossiblytookhisimageryfrom this

geographicalpositionofthecityinordertoconveythemeaningthatthe

rulersofRomangovernmentaresickwithpompouspower.Thus,the

sevenheadswerethe“sevenhills”inRomewhichweregeographicallythe

areaswhereRomeexercisedhercompletegovernmentalruleinAsiaMinor,

againsttheChurch.

Hornsareseeninmostcasesasemblemsofpower,dominion,glory,and

fierceness,ofkings.Thesewouldbethetenkingsthatexercisedcomplete
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governmentalpowerthroughoutRome'sdesignatedterritory(Rev17:3).

Inthefirstcentury,theKingsorCaesarswhoareunderdiscussionhere

wereinitiallyeleven(11)innumberbutoneofthem isneglected.These

RomanCaesarswereAugustus(27B.C.-A.D.14),Tiberius(A.D.14-37),

Caligula(A.D.37-41),Claudius(A.D.41-54),Nero(A.D.54-68),Galba(A.D.

68),Otho(A.D.69),Vitellius(A.D.69),Vespasian(A.D.69-79),Titus(A.D.

79-81),andDomitian(A.D.81-96).OutoftheseelevenCaesars,Othois

theoneneglectedbecausehewasmortallywounded(comparedwithvs3).

OthoseizedpowerasCaeserandcommittedsuicide,afterheenraged

conflictwithCaesarVitellius.InthehistoryofCaesarOtho,hereignedfor

only95days.Thus,thetenhornswerethe10knownCaesarsofRome.

Thecrownswerethe“gloryandauthority”ofthetenRomanCaesars.Rome

possessedcompleteauthorityinallherterritories.

Uponhisheadsthenameofblasphemy:Blasphemyisaninjuryofferedto

God,bydenyingthatwhichisdueandbelongingtoHim,orattributingto

Him thatwhichisnotagreeabletoHisnature.

InthesenseofspeakingevilofGodthiswordisfoundinPs.74:18;Isa.

52:5;Rom.2:24;Rev13:1,6;16:9,11,21.Itdenotesalsoanykindof

calumny,orevil-speaking,orabuse(1Kings21:10;Acts13:45;18:6,etc.).

Themeaninghereisthat,throughouttheterritoriesofRome,theState

viewedChristianityandGodasinferiorandthatpaganism andSatanism

neededtobepromotedandhyped.Theseactsledtothemany

blasphemouswordsspokenagainstthepeopleofGodandJesusChrist.

Historically,sucheventsweretheevilabuseinthetimeafterA.D.70,

whenceRomemadeChristianityanillegalreligion,viewingitasan

insurrectionagainstRome,andthusworkedagainsttheChurch.
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Verse2:“AndthebeastwhichIsawwaslikeuntoaleopard,andhisfeet

wereasthefeetofabear,andhismouthasthemouthofalion:andthe

dragongavehim hispower,andhisseat,andgreatauthority.”

Meaning;

ThebeastwhichIsaw:WhatwasunveiledtoJohnthevisionarywasthe

vividinterpretationgivenofthevisionsofDanielinchapters2and7.

OneoftheprofoundsecretsofthebookofRevelationisthat,mostofthe

figurativelanguages(withcrypticimagesandsymbols),numbersand

coloursusedinitastheApocalypticelements,arevisionstocompletethe

uncompletedvisionsofthepastinthelifetimeofDanielinBabylon(Dan

12:4-10).

Daniel2&7andRev13speakofthepoweranddurationsetforthefour

beastsastheearthlykingdoms,whichwereBabylon,Medo-Persia,Greece

andRome.

InthevisionsasseeninDaniel2&7,therewerefourdifferentcreaturesas

symbolsofthefourearthlykingdoms.AccordingtoDaniel2,theheadof

thegreatimagewasGold,itrepresentstheBabyloniankingdom;thebreast

andarmswerelikeSilver,whichrepresentstheMedo-Persiankingdom;the

bellyandthighswerelikeBrass/BronzewhichrepresentstheGreece

kingdom;andthelegsandfeetweremadeofIronandClay,which

representstheRomankingdom.

AccordingtoDaniel7,thelionisthesymbolfortheBabyloniankingdom;

thebearisthesymbolfortheMedo-Persiankingdom;theleopard

representstheGreekkingdom;andthe“DreadfulandTerrible”represents

theRomankingdom.

InthevisionofJohn,threeofthebeastswereunitedandpoweredbythe

devilwhowasthesourceofpaganism intheRomanrule(Rev20:1-3).That

samebeasthadfourparts;leopard,lion,bear,andthe4thbeastrepresents

thepartslike“sevenheads,tenhornsandtencrowns;”whichreferstothe
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“DreadfulandTerrible”beastofRome.SoinRev13,thebeastsunitedto

form 1beastwithdifferentparts.

Inspiteofthese,Daniel'svisionsinDan2&7portraytheriseandfallofthe

fourworldkingdoms,whilstthevisionsofJohninRev13&17confirm the

riseoftheRomankingdom andherfallinthelatterpartofthe5thcentury

CE.

Waslikeuntoaleopard:Biblically,leopard(namerinHebrew)isnoticed

ofitsfierceness(Isa11:6),itswatchingforitsprey(Jer5:6),itsswiftness

(Hab.1:8),andthespotsofitsskin(Jer13:23);thatiswhyleopardismore

appropriatelycalledapanther(Felispardus).

Thesymbolofthe“leopard”inthiscontextrepresentstheGreekkingdom,

asidentifiedinDaniel7.Inthe6thverseofDaniel7,itiswrittenofGreece,

“AfterthisIbeheld,andloanother,likealeopard,whichhadupontheback

ofitfourwingsofafowl;thebeasthadalsofourheads;anddominionwas

giventoit.”BecausetheGreekkingdom wasindependentlyexhibitedin

Daniel'sprophecy,heisseenwithuniquefeatureslike“fourwingsofa

fowl”and“fourheads.”

However,the“fourwings”oftheleopard(Greece)inDaniel'svisionwould

meanthat“theforcesofGreecewerenoteasilycontrolledbytheearthly

armies(especiallythearmiesofthesecondkingdom sheconquered,Medo

-Persia).”ThoughRomeindisputablyconqueredGreece,theremnantsof

theempireroseagaintoinvadeRomewiththebarbariansinthelate4th

century[seetheinterpretationgiveninRev9:16;BOOKOFREVELATION

~part2,pp.89-91]

Thus,inJohn'svision,theleopardisgreatlyexhibitedtodepicttheempire

(i.eGreece)duringwhosekingdom reignthefourthbeast,Rome,

conqueredtheworld.

ANOVERVIEW OFTHEGREEKEMPIRE.

ThesideofGreecethataffectedtheNewTestament;GreekEmpire(332
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B.C.-167B.C.):

AlexandertheGreattookcontrolofPalestinein332B.C.Hemaintained

controluntilhisdeathin323B.C.Afterhisdeath,hisempirewasdivided

amonghisgenerals.However,duringhisrule,theGreeklanguagespread

throughouttheworld.Greekbecamethecommoninternationallanguage

ofcommerce,governmentandliterature.

TheGreekculturepermeatedtheJewishculturetotheextentthatmany

JewsadoptedtheGreeklanguageandculture.Thisledtotheriseofwhat

wasreferredtoasHellenism.Hellenism wastheacceptanceoftheGreek

languageandculturebymanyJewsandotherconqueredpeoplewho

generallylivedoutsidePalestine.TheGreeklanguagewassoinfluential

amongtheJewsaftertheeraofGreekconquestandrule,especiallyamong

thoseJewsinEgypt,thatportionsoftheOldTestamentweretranslated

from HebrewintotheGreeklanguagearound250B.C.Thistranslationof

theOldTestamentwasreferredtoastheSeptuagint(LXX).Thiswasthe

translationfrom whichJesusandtheNew Testamentwritersquoted.The

SeptuagintwasquotedbecausethiswasthetranslationoftheOld

TestamentScriptureswithwhichmostJewsinthefirstcenturywere

familiar.

Hisfeetwereasthefeetofabear:Bearsarebiblicallyidentifiedofhow

theyhuntpeople(2Kings2:23-24)whentheymeetthem (Prov17:12).

TheirbadhabitsarereferredtoinIsaiah59:11ascomparedwithlions

(Lam 3:10;Hos13:8),andusedtorefertowickedrulers(Prov28:15).

InDaniel'svisionofthefourbeasts,itiswrittenoftheBear,“Andbehold

anotherbeast,asecond,liketoabear,anditraisedupitselfononeside,

andithadthreeribsinthemouthofitbetweentheteethofit:andtheysaid

thusuntoit,Arise,devourmuchflesh”(Daniel7:5).Theinterestingthing

hereisthat,thesymbolofthesecondworldkingdom,Medo-Persia,depicts

therealnatureofalivingbear.Nevertheless,thebearisthesymbolofthe
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Medo-Persiankingdom asshowninDan7:5andRev13:2.

“Medo-Persia”isakingdom withtwodifferentnationsorpeoples,Medes

andPersians,whoafterwardsunitedtoclaim poweroverBabylon.

Atthetimethekingdom ofBabylonwasinitstwilighthours,Cyrus,theking

ofAnsham,overthrewtheMedianEmpirein550B.C.Hesubsequently

becamethekingofPersiaaround547B.C.In539B.C.theMedesand

PersiansoverthrewtheBabylonians.CyruswasthekingoftheMedo-

PersianEmpirefrom 536-529B.C.,afterwhich,hisson,Cambyses,became

king.CambysesexpandedthePersianEmpiresouthbydefeatingthe

Egyptians.EgyptianterritoryremainedapartofthePersianEmpireuntil

332B.C.,thetimewhenthePersianEmpireeventuallysuccumbedtothe

Greeks.DariusI(Hystaspes)waskingoftheMedo-PersianEmpirefrom

521-486B.C.HewasfollowedbyXerxes(Ahasuerus)(485-465),

Artaxerxes(465-425),DariusII(Nothus)(424-404),ArtaxerxesII(Mnemon)

(404-429),ArtaxerxesIII(Ochus)(359-338)andDariusIII(Codomanus)

(336-331).In332B.C.theMedo-PersianEmpirecametoanendwhen

AlexandertheGreatexpandedtheGreekEmpiretotheeast.Thisisvery

clearwhenriverEuphrates(Gen2:14)isidentifiedattheboundaryofthe

kingdom tothenorth-east,whichwasareferencetotheParthianarmies.

BiblestudentsshouldunderstandherethatthedescriptionsgivenofMedo-

PersiabyDaniel(inch7:5)concernstheriseofMedo-Persia(whenthey

overthrewtheBabyloniankingdom)andtheirfall(whentheywere

overthrownbythekingdom ofGreece).However,John'semphasisofthe

Medo-Persiankingdom (asthebearfeet,inRev13:2)wasofthealready

fallenkingdom oftheMedesandParsians(whichwhenliving,hadtheir

souceofwickednessandpowerfrom thedevil),andalsosymbolizesthe

“grassroots”oftheParsianswhograduallygrewstrongerinthenorth-east,

andwerefearedbytheRomans.

TheseParthian/Persianarmieswerethoseintheregionof“thegreatriver,”

Euphrates(Deut1:7;11:24;Josh1:4).Thus,thesymbolism of“Euphrates”
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inthecontextofRev9:13-14couldpossiblybeareferencetotheParthian

armiesthatwerebeyondtheeasternboundaryoftheRomanEmpire.The

remnantsofParsia/ParthiawerefearedbytheRomansbecausetheywere

attheeasternextremitiesoftheEmpirewheretheforcesofRomewere

weak.TheParthianswereneverbroughtunderthecontrolofRome.[Refer

toRev9:13-14;BOOKOFREVELATION~part2,pp.83-87]

Inspiteofthis,John'semphasistrulyconfirmsthestrength(i.ethefeetof

thebear)oftheParthianarmiesastheyweresupportedbythedragon,the

devil.

ANOVERVIEW OFTHEMEDO-PERSIANEMPIRE.

ThesideofMedo-PersiathataffectedtheNewTestament;theMedo-

PersianEmpire(538B.C.-332B.C.):

TheMedo-PersianEmpirecameintoprominencewhenCyrusdefeated

Mediain550B.C.andtheBabylonianEmpirein539B.C.Cyruswasa

humanitarian,andthus,encouragedexiledpeopletoreturntotheir

homelands.

ThispolicyledtothereturntoPalestineofarepresentativeremnantof

Jewswhohadbeenscatteredthroughouttheworldmanyyearsbeforeby

theAssyrianandBabyloniancaptivities.

TherewerethreereturnsledbythreeOldTestamentcharacters:

Zerubbabel(536B.C.),Ezra(457B.C.)andNehemiah(444B.C.).Though

allJewsdidnotreturntoPalestine,thosewhodid,broughtwiththem

influencesofforeignculture,religionandlanguagethatmoldedtheJewish

cultureofJesus'day.Oneofthegreatestcontributionsthereturningexiles

broughtbacktoPalestinewastheAramaiclanguage.Mostoftheexiles

hadbeenraisedinanAramaicspeakingcultureinBabylonia.

UponreturningtoPalestine,Aramaicwastheirprimarylanguage.Itis

probablethatthelanguageJesusordinarilyspokeduringHislifeand

ministryonearthwasAramaic.ThescatteringoftheJewsthroughoutthe
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ancientworldwasreferredtoastheDispersion(Gr.,diaspora,seeJames

1:1;1Pet1:1).Thisdispersionwasthefoundationuponwhichinitialworld

evangelism occurredinthefirstcentury.Whentheearlyevangelistswent

forthtopreachthegospel,theywenttotheJewishsynagoguesthathad

beenestablishedthroughouttheregionstowhichJewshadbeenscattered.

TheythuswenttoareligiousculturethathadabackgroundofGodasHe

wasrevealedthroughtheOldTestament.From theretheypreachedtothe

Gentilenationsoftheworld.Addtotheprecedinghistoricalfactthatthe

JewsalsomadetheirwaytoJerusalem fortheannualfeastsofPassover

andPentecost.WhileinJerusalem ontheannualfeastofPentecostinA.D.

30,Godmadethefirstofficialannouncementofthekingdom reignof

Jesus.

Asaresult,thechurchwasestablishedwhenaboutthreethousandpeople

submittedtothekingdom reignofJesus(Acts2:41).From theconversion

ofthesefirstbelievers,thegospelwentintoalltheworldasthese

convertedJewsreturnedtothenationsfrom whichtheycame.

Hismouthasthemouthofalion:Inmakingaliteralreferenceto“lion,”I

willliketousethesetwoHebrewwordsfortheexegesis;shahalandlaish.

Shahal(the“roarer”),isusedforthematurelion(Job4:10;Ps.91:13;Prov.

26:13;Hos.5:14);andLaish,socalledfrom itsstrengthandbravery(Job

4:11;Prov.30:30;Isa.30:6).

ThelionsymbolizestheBabyloniankingdom.Thatwastheexactcryptic

imagegiveninDaniel7:4;“Thefirstwaslikealion,andhadeagle'swings:I

beheldtillthewingsthereofwereplucked,anditwasliftedupfrom the

earth,andmadestanduponthefeetasaman,andaman'sheartwas

giventoit.”Thiswastheriseofanewandthefirstearthlykingdom.God

wantedDanieltousetheexampleofthe“changefrom beasttoman”in

thiscontexttounderstandthat,thefourbeastshesawinthevision(Dan

7:1-3)werethesymbolsoftheearthlykingdomsofmankindbutnotofthe

literalbeasts.
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AccordingtothehistoryofBabylon,Nabopolassar(625-605B.C.)wasthe

firstkingofBabylonwhentheBabylonianEmpirewasinitsearly

beginnings.HeledtheBabyloniansinadefeatoftheAssyrianEmpirein

612and609B.C.Hissuccessor,Nebuchadnezzar,defeatedthe

Assyrian/EgyptianallianceatthebattleofCarchemishin609B.C.,andthus

establishedtheBabylonianEmpirethattookoveralltheformerAssyrian

Empireterritories.

Nebuchadnezzarreignedfrom 605to561B.C.Hewassucceededby

AmelMardu(Evil-Merodach)hisson.

Amel-Mardureigneduntil559B.C.whenhisbrotherin-law,Neriglissar

assassinatedhim.Neriglissarreignedfrom 559to556B.C.

Afterhim cameLabashi-Marduk,thesonofNeriglissar,whoreignedonly

ninemonthsbeforebeingassassinated.Nabonidusthenseizedthethrone.

Duringhisreign,Belshazzar,hisson,reignedcoregentwithhisfatheruntil

539B.C.In539B.C.theBabylonianEmpirecametoaclose.

However,John'svisioninthiscontextgivesthislittleinformationto

summarizetheriseandfalloftheBabyloniankingdom.

Thedragongavehim hispower,andhisseat,andgreatauthority:The

“him”and“his”inthiscontext,makesreferencetothewholestatureofthe

seabeast.Thus,Satanwasdefinitelythesourceofthepowerand

wickednessofallthefourearthlykingdoms.

Thelessonhereisthat,Satanbecomesthesourceofthewickednessofall

governmentsinhistory,whentheydonotknowGodorforsakethe

admonishingoftheLord(Rev9:20-21).
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THESUMMARYOFTHEFOURKINGDOMS

(A)InrelationtoDaniel2&7.

ThevisionsofprophetDanielinchapters2and7,giveatop-to-downview

ofthekingdom reignofthefourEmpires(ch7:17);thatis,from theBabylon

thefirstkingdom,toRomethelast/fourthkingdom.Allthefourearthly

kingdoms,the“greatimageandthefourbeasts,”arebeingsummarized

below;

✓Gold(head)=BabylonKingdom (Lion).

✓Silver(breastandarms)=Medo-PersianKingdom (Bear).

✓Brass/Bronze(bellyandthighs)=GreekKingdom (Leopard).

✓Iron&Clay(legsandfeet)=RomanKingdom (DreadfulandTerrible).

(B)InrelationtoRevelation13;theseabeastinvs1-2.

ThevisionofJohninRev13ascomparedwithchapter17,givesadown-to-

topviewofthefourearthlykingdoms,astheseabeastisconcerned.That

is,from Romethefourthkingdom,toBabylonthefirstkingdom.Wewould

thusbelievethat,theemphasisoftheaccountsgivenbybothDanieland

Johnwascommonlyontheexact“kingdom inpower.”Romewasthe

kingdom inpowerinthiscontextwiththetenKingsasthetenhorns(Dan

7:24).

InRev13:1-2,thefourkingdomsarebeingsummarizedbelow;

✓Hornsandcrowns=Rome(4th).

✓Leopard =Greece(3rd).

✓Bear =Medo-Persia(2nd).

✓Lion =Babylon(1st).
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Verse3:“AndIsawoneofhisheadsasitwerewoundedtodeath;andhis

deadlywoundwashealed:andalltheworldwonderedafterthebeast.”

Meaning;

Oneofhisheads:Accordingtoverse1,the"heads"symbolizesthe

"control"ofRome;the"sevenheads"werethe"sevenhills"inRomewhich

weregeographicallytheareaswhereRomeexercisedhercomplete

governmentalruleinAsiaMinor,againsttheChurch.

InthiscontextofJohn'svision,theexactheadamongstthesevenwasnot

specificdetermined,butwoulddefinitelybeonethatlaunchedgreatattack

againsttheChurch,aspartofthesevenmainCaesarswhose

governmentalcontrolwereexercisedandaffectedthe1stcenturyinA.D65

and96(i.e.theexactwritingdateforthebookofRevelation).

Asitwerewoundedtodeath:Theonewoundedtodeathinthiscontext,

wouldbeareferencetothefirstRomanCaesarinhistory(outoftheseven)

whoseverelypersecutedthesaintsinAsiaMinor.SuchsevenCaesars

wereNero(A.D54-68),Galba(A.D68),Otho(A.D69),Vitellius(A.D69),

Vespasian(A.D69-79),Titus(A.D79-81),andDomitian(A.D81-96).

Thus,the"headwoundedtodeath"wouldbeareferencetoCaesarNero.

WhenNerocommittedsuicideinA.D.68,hispersonalvendettaagainst

Christiansceased.

Hisdeadlywoundwashealed:Comparatively,whenawoundishealed,it

meansthatnewcellsortissueshavereplacedthecut-offones(asnew

skinformsoverthegranulationtissue).WhenNerodiedthroughsuicide,

hedidnotre-incarnate,butwassucceededbyaCaesarwhoportrayedthe

sameandgreaterevilthingsofhim.SuchaCaesarwasnotnecessarilya

successorofNero,butwasidentifiedbyhiswickedness(Dan7:24).

ThewaveofpersecutionthatsweptthroughRomewaswounded.However,

thepersecutionofthechurchlaterwentfrom thepersonalonslaughtof

onewickedCaesartotheentirelegislativegovernmentofRomethrough
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theleadershipofDomitian.Astatementthatwasmadebythehistorian

Eusebius(A.D260-340)inhisEcclesiasticalHistory(Book3,Para.17)is

verysignificantconcerningthistransitionofpersecution.Eusebiuswrote,

"He[Domitian]finallyshowedhimselfthesuccessorofNero’scampaignof

hostilitytoGod.Hewasthesecondtopromotepersecutionagainstus,

thoughhisfather,Vespasian,hadplannednoevilagainstus.Withthis

agreesTertullian,whosaid,“Alongtimeafter,Domitian,alimbofthe

bloodyNero,makessomelikeattemptsagainsttheChristians....”

ThehistoricalsignificanceofEusebius’statementhelpsusunderstand

howthe“deadlywound”ofthebeastwashealed.Inthissense,thestate

persecutionofthesaintswasborn-againorresurrectedthroughthe

wickednessofDomitian(from A.D81to96).

Andalltheworldwonderedafterthebeast:Thephrase"alltheworld"

speaksoftheterritorieswhichwerereignedbyRomeinthe1stcentury.

Romeconqueredabout¾partofthisworldandthus,itmakesreferenceto

"thethirdpartoftheworld"(Rev8:7-9,12;9:18)conqueredbytheRomans.

Thephraseistherefore,alimitedfigurereferringtotheworldoftheRoman

Empire.ThephraseissointerpretedinpassagesasLuke2:1whena

decreewentoutfrom Augustusthat“alltheworld”oftheRomanEmpire

beregistered.Thiscertainlydidnotincludetheentirephysicalworld.Only

thosewhowereinthejurisdictionofRome’scontrolweretoregister.The

samemeaningisinthecontextofRevelation13.EveryoneintheRoman

EmpiremarveledatthestrengthandcontrolofRomeinitspowerover

people.

However,wewouldalsobelievethattheworldthatwonderedafterthe

beastwouldbeareferencetoallthosewhogaveallegiancetotheRoman

ruleandpaganism,andsomeunfaithfulChristianswhocouldnotbe

faithfuluntodeath(Rev2:10).

Inthisperiodofapostasy,thissameevilandsignofbackslidingoccurs

whenonebecomesamazedatthingsofthisworldthatleadmanypeople



Revelation13~666[TheMarkOfTheBeast]—workinitiatedbyDAL—writtenbytheTeacher

oftheApocalypticLiterature

21

intohell(Mat22:14;1Jn2:15-17).

Verse4:“Andtheyworshipedthedragonwhichgavepoweruntothebeast:

andtheyworshipedthebeast,saying,Whoislikeuntothebeast?whois

abletomakewarwithhim?”

Meaning;

Theyworshipedthedragonwhichgavepoweruntothebeast:Satanwas

thoughnotincarnatedtobeworshiped,hewasmainlyworshipedthrough

theRomanpantheon.TheworldofunbelieversintheRomanEmpire

worshipedSatanintheirreverenceofRome.

Wewouldnotstrictlyconcludethat"idolworship"orpaganism,

luciferianism orsatanism wasonlypresentinAsiaMinor;becausesuch

worshiphasbeeninexistenceforsomanyyearstillnow(Jer10:1-15;

Psalm 115:1-4.).Thus,inrelationtotheRomanrule,theworshipofSatan

wascommoninAsiaMinor.

Andtheyworshipedthebeast:Thoughtheseabeastwascryptically

identifiedinvs1-2asthecombinationofallthefour(4)earthlykingdoms,

thespecificreferencewastoRomewhichwasinpowerduringthetime

Johnhadallhisvisions(betweenA.D65&96).Thus,theworshipofthe

beastistheworshipoftheRomanState:theworshipoftheRomanStateis

theworshipoftheRomanCaesarsaslords.Allthesearesubsetsof

satanism.

WhenDomitianbecameCaesar,Romanimperialreligionwaspropagated

throughouttheEmpirethroughCaesarworship.Domitianclaimedtobe

deity.ThetestforallegiancetoRomebecameone’ssubmissionto

“Caesaraslord.”ThosewhowouldnotconfessCaesaraslord,were

accusedofinsurrection.Suchinsurrectioncarriedwithitthedeathpenalty,

andthus,camethegreatpersecutionagainstChristianswhowouldnot

confessCaesaraslord.WewouldbelievethatsomeoftheChristianswho
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couldnotbefaithfultoChristworshipedtheCaesarsforthesakeofthe

fearofseverepersecutionoftheRomanStateandphysicaldeath.

WorshipofamanasagodwasalsogiventoHerod,bytheunbelievers

(Acts12:22).Inspiteofthis,worshippingmenisawayofworshippingthe

devil.Christiansshouldnotdwellintheseevilacts.

Saying,Whoislikeuntothebeast?whoisabletomakewarwithhim?:

Understandingthe"beast"inthiscontextcanhelpustoreframethefirst

questionas"WhoislikeRome?"ThepeoplewhopaidallegiancetoRome

wonderediftherewouldbeaspecificearthlykingdom inhistorythatwill

overthrowsuchastrongkingdom ofRome.

ThevictimswhowerestilllivingduringandafterA.D476wouldwonder

howRomeorWesternRomefell.Theanswerisofadiverseresponseto

thestatementmadebytheworshippersinthiscontext.Thelivingbeings

wouldbeanswered,"ItisGod'skingdom,eventhatfrom heaventhathad

broughttheRomanempiretoherknees."

Verse5:“Andtherewasgivenuntohim amouthspeakinggreatthings

andblasphemies;andpowerwasgivenuntohim tocontinuefortyand

two,months.”

Meaning;

Therewasgivenuntohim:Satanisbehindallsortsofwickedness,

deceptionanddemonicpower;heisthefatherofallevil(Jn8:44).

ThoughthewaysoftheRomanCaesarswereevilandsupportedbythe

dragon(Satan),GodwouldbetheOnewhogavesuch"authority"toSatan

toenablehispeopleonEarthtoterminateandhuntdowntheChurch(Rev

9:1),withinasettimeoralimitedperiodoftime.

Amouthspeakinggreatthingsandblasphemies:Thiscanneverbe

possibleifonetakestheeventtobeliteral.Thebeastwaslikealeopard
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(Rev13:2);noleopardwillcarryamouthofalionandthenbeingchanged

tothatofaman,literally.Again,itiswitnessedonceintheBible(apartfrom

whathappenedinEden...Gen3:1-3)whereabeastspokelikeaman.

AccordingtoNumbers22:27-30,Godopenedthemouthofadonkeyto

speakagainstthebadtreatmentgiventoitbyprophetBalaam.Goddidnot

givethedonkeymouthofamantospeak.

Johninthiscontextexpectstherecipientsofthisvisiontoknowthattheir

levelofunderstandingofthe"seabeast"shouldbeabletoprojectthrough

theRomanempiretoclarifythat,"Hewasspeakingofthearroganceof

someCaesarsorKings."Romewouldsethercourseagainstthechurch.

Eventually,Caesarswouldexaltthemselvestothestatusofgod.They

wouldbeas“amouththatspokeverygreatthings”againstthechurch(Dan

7:8,20).DanielprophesiedofRome,“Andthekingwilldoaccordingtohis

ownwill.Andhewillexalthimselfandmagnifyhimselfaboveeverygod,

andwillspeakmarvelousthingsagainsttheGodofgodsandwillprosper

untiltheindignationisaccomplished.Forwhatisdeterminedwillbedone”

(Dan11:36).Indeed,thereferencewouldbemadeofthearroganceof

CaesarDomitian;thoughalltheten-to-elevenCaesarswerewicked.

However,thiseventconfirmstheprophecyofDaniel(givensomewherein

530B.C)inthelifetimeofthesecondChristiangenerationsinthe1st

centuryC.E.ThisreallyconfirmsthearroganceofDomitian(A.D81-96).

Domitian’sarroganceasdeitywouldleadhim to“speakgreatwords

againsttheMostHigh”(Dan7:25).He“willweardownthesaintsofthe

MostHigh.Andhewillintendtochangetimesandlaw.

“Changingthetimesandthelaws.”

ItiswritteninDaniel7:25;"Andheshallspeakgreatwordsagainstthe

mostHigh,andshallwearoutthesaintsofthemostHigh,andthinkto

changetimesandlaws:andtheyshallbegivenintohishanduntilatime

andtimesandthedividingoftime."



Revelation13~666[TheMarkOfTheBeast]—workinitiatedbyDAL—writtenbytheTeacher

oftheApocalypticLiterature

24

InthecontextofDaniel'svision,thestatement"Andheshallspeakgreat

wordsagainstthemostHigh,andshallwearoutthesaintsofthemost

High"iswhatisexactlyconfirmedbyJohninthestatement(s)"Amouth

speakinggreatthingsandblasphemies(Rev13:5)...againstGod,to

blasphemehisname,andhistabernacle,andthem thatdwellinheaven

(Rev13:6)."Thus,suchaKingwasareferencetoDomitian.

Andthinktochangetimesandlaws:SomeBiblestudentsandProtestants

ofthegospeltruthclaim thatConstantinetheGreatratherchangedthe

timesandlawsof"theJews"butnotCaesarDomitianwhoreignedata

timeChristianitywasalreadyexisting.Thisisafallaciousclaim.

[Let'sfirstspeakoftheideaof"changingthelaws...]

BiblestudentsshouldunderstandthatthecontextsofthevisionsofDaniel

andJohnunderdiscussionhereweresolelyofthetestimonyofChrist(Rev

1:2;2Thes1:10;2Co1:12-14).InrelationtothevisionsofJohn,hewas

nottotestifyofthethingspeculiartoallthe613laws(248positiveand365

negativelaws)writtentotheIsraelites(Jn5:39)intheChameesha

ChoomsheyTorah[i.e.Gen-Deut;knownasthelaw(Jn1:45;Mat5:17-19),

thelawofMoses(Lk24:44),orthebookoflaworthePentateuch].

Thatistosaythat,ifDaniel'sreferenceinch7:25wasstrictlytoJudaism

andSabbathsandtheotherlawsoftheOldTestament,thenthebookof

Revelationfailstoaffirm itsmainpurposesandthus,wouldbedated

aroundA.D65-70.Butsincethebookwaswrittentoconsolethe

Christians,thesevenChurchesinAsiaMinor(Rev1:4,11)whowereeven

affectedbythesiegeofJerusalem inA.D70aswellasthegreat

persecutionsoftheRomanState,thebookwouldsurelybedatedbetween

A.D65and96.AlltheseanalysismeanthatbothDanielandJohnwere

speakingofthelawsofChrist(1Co9:21;Jn14:15;1Jn5:3)butnotthe

entire613lawsofMosesorspecificallytheSabbaticallaws.

Thus,DomitiantriedtochangethelawsofChristinChristianity,withthe

intentionofcondemningthefoundationsofChristianityinthe1stcentury.



Revelation13~666[TheMarkOfTheBeast]—workinitiatedbyDAL—writtenbytheTeacher

oftheApocalypticLiterature

25

[Theideaof"changingthetimes"...]

TheProtestantscontinuetoproclaim thatConstantinetheGreatbrought

aboutSundayworship.Theprotestantsstandwithsomefallibleclaimsof

earthlyknowledgeconcerningSundaythat,ConstantinetheGreatordained

allChristianstoworshiporhaveholyconvocationsonSundays.Theymean

that,SundayisnotaGod-givenday,buttheEmperorcompelledthe

ChristiansinthateratoworshiponSundaysinsteadofSaturday.Thisis

alsofalsetodeclare.

Historically,ConstantinetheGreat(Latin:FlaviusValeriusAurelius

ConstantineAugustus;27thFebruaryc.272A.D-22ndMay337A.D),also

knownasConstantine1orSaintConstantine,wasaRomanEmperorof

IllyrianandGreekoriginfrom 306to337A.D.

Intheearly4thcentury(ofabout367A.D),Constantine1orConstantine

theGreatbecamethefirstemperortoconverttoChristianity.Duringthe

restofthe4thcentury,Christianitybecamethedominantreligionofthe

Empire.

Wecanseeherethat,Christianitywhichstartedinthe1stcenturyinA.D33,

andhadholyconvocationsonSundays,cannotbechangedbythenew

convert,ConstantinetheGreatinthe4thcentury.Sohowcanonesaythat

Constantine1forcedallChristianstoworshiponSunday,whichdaythe

emperorhimselfcametomeet?...

Thephrase“thefirstdayoftheweek”isclearlyidentifiedintheNew

TestamentandconfirmedinMatthew28:1,Mark16:2,Mark16:9,Luke24:1,

John20:1,John20:19,Acts20:7and1Corinthians16:2,tobeSunday.The

SundayisalsoproveninJohn20:26,asthe8thdayaftertheresurrectionof

JesusChrist;Acts2:1,asthePentecostday;Revelation1:10,astheLord's

day;andsomeotherplaceswheretheChurchesofChristhadholy

convocationsintheNewTestament,asinActs2:42,44,46,1Co11:17-20,

Acts5:12.Allthesebiblicalreferencesaremadefrom theNewTestament

CanonofScripturebetweenA.D47and96.So,itisincorrectforsome
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peopletoclaim thatConstantinetheGreatbroughtabouttheSunday

worship.

EveninthecontextofDaniel7:25,Domitiantriedtochangethetimesand

lawsofChristianity,butitcouldnotfullysucceedtillhisdeath,andeventill

thefallofRome.

[BacktoRevelation13:5...]

Andpowerwasgivenuntohim tocontinuefortyandtwo,months:This

confirmsthelimitedtimepredictedbyDanielas"atimeandtimesandthe

dividingoftime"identifiedinDan7:25,12:7.

The42monthsasalsoindicatedinRev11:2is3½years,anditis

equivalenttothe1,260daysseeninRev11:3,12:16andthe“time,times,

andhalfatime”inRev12:14.Thisisaperfectbutlimitedperiodoftime

giventothewickedCaesars,evenDomitian,topersecutetheChurch.

Itwasthus,thetimewhenthehornofRome“madewarwiththesaintsand

prevailedagainstthem”(Dan7:21).

Verse6:“AndheopenedhismouthinblasphemyagainstGod,to

blasphemehisname,andhistabernacle,andthem thatdwellinheaven.”

Meaning;

HeopenedhismouthinblasphemyagainstGod:Theblasphemyinthis

contextwoulddenoteanykindofcalumny,orevil-speaking,orabuse(1

Kings21:10;Acts13:45;18:6).Theking(i.eCaesarDomitian)spokeevilof

GodAlmighty.

Toblasphemehisname,andhistabernacle,andthem thatdwellin

heaven:ThenameofGodheremakesreferencetothetruinenatureofGod.

ThetabernacleofGodisthechurch(11:1-2)."Them thatdwellinheaven"

wouldbeareferencetothe24Elders(Rev4:10,5:8),theCherubims(Gn
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3:24,Ez10:1),theSeraphims(Isa.6:1-6),the4Beasts(Rev4:6-9,Ez1:4-

14...thesearespiritsbutnotinreferencetothebeastinRev13),the

Wheels(Ez1:15-21,10:2),theAngels(Ps104:4)andMinisters(Hb1:7).

ThemessageconveyedhereinthecontextofJohn'svisionisthat,because

thechurchreceivesheroriginandauthorityforexistencefrom heaven(Mat

16:18-19;Heb12:22),blasphemouswordsthatarespokenagainstherare

spokenagainstGod(Acts9:4-5).

Verse7:“Anditwasgivenuntohim tomakewarwiththesaints,andto

overcomethem:andpowerwasgivenhim overallkindreds,andtongues,

andnations.”

Meaning;

Itwasgivenuntohim tomakewarwiththesaints:The"war"symbolizes

the"persecution"ofthesaintsinAsiaMinor.Danielhadprophesied,“I

beheld,andthesamehornmadewarwiththesaintsandprevailedagainst

them”(Dan7:21).John’svisionofchapter11revealed,“...thebeastthat

ascendsoutoftheabysswillmakewaragainstthem,overcomethem,and

killthem”(Rev11:7).Anywhowouldpersecutethechurchfindtheirorigin

inthekingdom ofdarkness.

Toovercomethem:Theovercomingofthesaintsthroughthepersecution

couldnotmakeChristianityinferior,butthewarwassuccessfullylaunched

againsttheChurch,assomeweretakenintocaptivityandkilledwiththe

sword(vs10).

Inthissense,thesaintshavebeenovercomedbythegovernmentofRome

intheflesh.

Wewouldalsoconcludethat,Johnwaspartofthetribulationswhichthe

sevenChurchesinAsiaMinorwentthrough(Rev1:9).Itisbelievedthat

DomitianputmanyChristiansinexileandbanishedJohninA.D95.
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Domitian'ssuccessorNerva,whoruledtheworldempirefrom A.D96to

early98,likelyreleasedhim inA.D96.

Alltheseconfirm thatthesaintswereovercomedinthefleshthrough

persecuting.

Powerwasgivenhim overallkindreds...tongues...nations:This

statementmeansthatthepowerofDomitianwasexercisedinallthe

territoriesofRome,underhiscontrol.

Verse8:“Andallthatdwellupontheearthshallworshiphim,whose

namesarenotwritteninthebookoflifeoftheLambslainfrom the

foundationoftheworld.”

Meaning;

Allthatdwellupontheearthshallworshiphim:Biblestudentsshould

understandthatthe"earth"inthiscontextdoesnotmakereferencetothe

entireworld,buttheRomanworldandonlythoseintheterritoriesofRome.

Inthissense,allwhoareunderthejurisdictionoftheRomanStategave

theirreverentialallegiancetoCaesarandtheRomanState.However,this

sameeventcanbegenerallybelikeneduntoourgenerationwheremost

peoplehavebeendeceivedbythedevil.

WewouldalsoconcludethatthebelieversorfaithfulChristiansdidnot

worshiptheCaesarsaslords.ThosewhoworshippedtheCaesarswere

thosewhowerenotsaved,andwereunderthedeceptionofthedevil.This

periodhowever,determinedthefaithandpatienceofthesaints(thechurch)

intheLordJesusChrist(vs10).

WhosenamesarenotwritteninthebookoflifeoftheLambslainfrom

thefoundationoftheworld:The"bookoflife"herejustconveysa

messageofsalvationforthosewhowereandwillbefaithfultoGodinall

tribulations.GodhassuchrecordofallthosewhoareHis(Rev20:15).
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Simply,GodknowsHis(2Tim 2:19).ThefactthatGodknowsthosewho

willinheritheavenorhelldoesnotmeanthatGodhaswickedlychosen

somepeoplewhoshouldgotoheavenorhell.Ourrighteousnessand

wickednesspredetermineswhereweshallspendeternity(Gal6:7;Ez18:20,

2Co5:10).Inspiteofthis,thosewhorighteouslybegantorecordtheir

namesinheaven(Heb12:22-23)becomepartofthosewhowereknown

beforethefoundationofthisworld.Suchwouldbethosewhowouldnot

worshipDomitianandsomeidolsduringthestatepersecutioninAsia

Minor,andsuchwillbethosewhowillbefaithfultoChristinthisperiodof

apostasy.

TheLambreferstoJesusChristwhoistheHolyLambofsacrifice(1Pet

1:18-20;Jn1:29;Hb9:14),whichsacrificegivesabettercovenant

relationshipwithus(Hb7:22)withabetterhope(Hb7:19).

SomeBiblestudentsaffirm thatthecoatsofskinsmadebyGodforAdam

andEveasclothe(Gen3:21)wouldbemadefrom alamb,whichwasa

symbolofChrist'ssacrificeandthus,suchwouldbethefigureoftheLamb

slainbeforethefoundationoftheworld.Thisargumentisnotbiblically

proven,sincethefoundationofthisworldwasnotlaidimmediatelymenfell

intosin(Gen3:1-9).Thefoundationoftheworldwaslaidbeforethe

creationofallthethingsonthisearth(Ps24:2;Job38:5-7;2Pet3:5-6).

Thismeansthat,weneedtocomprehendwiththewordofChristwhenHe

said;"Andnow,OFather,glorifythoumewiththineownselfwiththeglory

whichIhadwiththeebeforetheworldwas"(John17:5).Inthissense,

ChristmeantHisglorywasbeforethefoundationofthisworld.

Paulthenfinalizeseverythingtoconcludetheargument,ashesaidtothe

ChristiansintheregionsofEphesus;“4Accordingashehathchosenusin

him beforethefoundationoftheworld,thatweshouldbeholyandwithout

blamebeforehim inlove:5Havingpredestinatedusuntotheadoptionof

childrenbyJesusChristtohimself,accordingtothegoodpleasureofhis

will,6Tothepraiseofthegloryofhisgrace,whereinhehathmadeus

acceptedinthebeloved.7Inwhom wehaveredemptionthroughhisblood,
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theforgivenessofsins,accordingtotherichesofhisgrace;8Whereinhe

hathaboundedtowardusinallwisdom andprudence;9Havingmade

knownuntousthemysteryofhiswill,accordingtohisgoodpleasurewhich

hehathpurposedinhimself”(Ephesians1:4-9).Wewouldthusaffirm that,

beforetheincarnationofChrist(Jn1:14),Hewas"spirituallysacrificedto

purifyusuntotheadoptionofchildrenforeternallifeinHim."

Inallthese,Christwantstherecipientsofthisvisiontounderstandthat

theirsalvationintoeternityistotallyassuredastheyfailtoworshipCaesars

inalltheirtribulationsandremainfaithfultotheend(Rev2:10).

Verse9:“Ifanymanhaveanear,lethim hear.”

Meaning;

TheKingJamesVersionoftheBiblerecordsabout516passagesof

"hearing."InthiscontextofJohn'svision,heexpectedtherecipientsto

seriouslybeholdthemessageconveyedoftheirpersecutionthatledtothe

damnationofmanybrothersofthekingdom (ofChrist).

Ifonedoesnopayamassiveattentiontothevision,heisdeafspiritually.

TheothercitizensofRomewhowereoutsidethekingdom ofChristcould

notunderstandthemessageapocalypticallydisplayed,soastheremnant

Jews(Mat13:10-16)andthus,thosewhounderstoodthecrypticimages

portrayedshouldmaketheirrightdecisionsbyhearing(Rev1:3;Rom 10:17;

Mrk8:18;Mat11:15).

Verse10:“Hethatleadethintocaptivityshallgointocaptivity:hethat

killethwiththeswordmustbekilledwiththesword.Hereisthepatience

andthefaithofthesaints.”
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Meaning;

Hethatleadethintocaptivityshallgointocaptivity:Thisphraseindicates

whenexactlythecaptorsthemselveswillnowbeledintodivinecaptivity.

DuringthesiegeofJerusalem inA.D70,over97,000Jewsweretakeninto

captivity.

BeforetheChristianEra,Jews,aspartoftheJewishdiaspora,migratedto

RomeandRomanEuropefrom theLandofIsrael,AsiaMinor,Babylonand

Alexandriainresponsetoeconomichardshipandincessantwarfareover

thelandofIsraelbetweenthePtolemaicandSeleucidempires.InRome,

Jewishcommunitiesenjoyedprivilegesandthrivedeconomically,

becomingasignificantpartoftheEmpire'spopulation(perhapsasmuch

astenpercent).TheseJewsgraduallyinAsiaMinor,turnedagainstthe

ChristiansintheEmpire,andChristreferredtothem asthoseJewswho

were(in)“thesynagogueofSatan”(Rev2:9,3:9).Thoughtheirnegative

influencesonChristianitycouldnotcondemntheearlyChristiansinto

captivity,theyterminatedthedoctrinesofChristianityinthe1stcenturyC.E

assomedonow.

Inallthoseyears,Christianityandallitscitizensofpriesthood(1Pet2:9-

10),especiallythoseinAsiaMinorwereontheothersidesufferingfrom

theRomanpersecutions.JohnthevisionistwasbanishedbyDomintianin

A.D95(butwaslikelyreleasedbyDomitian'ssuccessorNerva,inA.D96).

MostoftheChristiansinthesevenChurchesinAsiaMinor(Rev1:4,11)

werealsotakenintocaptivity.

However,thereishereaturnofeventsinthespiritualwaragainstthe

saints.TheRomancaptorsweretakenintocaptivityasthekingdom or

WesternRomefellinA.D476.InthiscontextofJohn'svision,the10th

verseunderdiscussionhereisnotdepictingtheendoftheRevelation,but

standsbetweentheperiodoftheriseoftheRomankingdom from the

populationoftheworld("sea"...13:1)andherfallintheperiodofthefalse

prophetswhoroseamongstthem (i.e.theearthbeast...vs11-18)tofinally



Revelation13~666[TheMarkOfTheBeast]—workinitiatedbyDAL—writtenbytheTeacher

oftheApocalypticLiterature

32

fightagainstthepeopleofGodwithfakemiraclesandstronglawsofthe

State.

Thus,thecontextdepictstheendofthe42monthsindicatedinRev11:2as

the3½yearsandequivalenttothe1,260daysseeninRev11:3,12:16and

the“time,times,andhalfatime”inRev12:14.

Hethatkillethwiththeswordmustbekilledwiththesword:Jesusmade

asimilarstatementtoPeterwhenhecutofftherightearofMalchus:“...Put

upyourswordintoitsplace,forallthosewhotaketheswordwillperishby

thesword”...(Matthew26:52).Thisshowsthat“vengeanceand

recompencebelongtotheLord”(Deut32:35-36;Rom 12:19).

In250AD,anempire-widepersecutiontookplaceasanindirect

consequenceofanedictbytheemperorDecius.Thisedictwasinforcefor

eighteenmonths,duringwhichtimesomeChristianswerekilledwhile

othersapostatisedtoescapeexecution.W.H.C.Frendestimatesthat

3,000–3,500Christianswerekilledinthepersecution.LudwigHertling

("DieZahldeMärtyrerbis313",1944)estimated100,000Christianskilled

between30and313CE.Andsuchwouldbepartofthefaithfulmartyrs

(Rev6:9-11).

Theeventhowever,turnedagainstRomethroughthemightyhandofthe

Lord.Though,Pitirim Sorokim (SocialandCulturalDynamics,vol.3,1937,

1962)estimatedthatRomanArmiessufferedsome885,000battlefield

casualtiesthroughouttheirnine-centuryhistory,from 400BCEto500CE,

manycitizensoftheEmpirediedinthefallofRomeinA.D476.Around451

CEto476CE,therewereover4,096Romanherdedawaytodeathby

Hunneric.

Inthesesense,thoseRomanswhokillethwiththeswordwerekilledwith

thesword,untiltheRomancoloni(farmerstiedtotheland)gradually

becameMedievalserfsduringA.D476.

Hereisthepatienceandthefaithofthesaints:Inmostcasesofthe
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Christians'lives,someeasilybecomediscouragedinpersecutionsand

evenfaintintheirtroubles(1Co10:12-13;James1:12),justbecausethey

thinkChristisfeltfarawayfrom them.Insituationslikethis,theLordJesus

ChristinsomanystrategicwaysfightsforHispeoplespiritually(Ex14:14;

Isaiah30:15).

Thus,whenthefaithfulwhoendurethesufferingswitnessthevengeance

ofChristontheirenemies(Heb10:30),theytendtowaitinpatienceand

faith,totheend(Rev2:10;2Tim 4:7-8),forthesalvationoftheirsouls(Heb

10:39).

Verse11:“AndIbeheldanotherbeastcomingupoutoftheearth;andhe

hadtwohornslikealamb,andhespakeasadragon.”

Meaning;

Ibeheldanotherbeast:

Comingupoutoftheearth:

Hehadtwohornslikealamb:

Hespakeasadragon:

[Contentremovedduetosomepersonalinterestsoftheauthorofthis

particularbook]
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Verse12:“Andheexercisethallthepowerofthefirstbeastbeforehim,

andcauseththeearthandthem whichdwelltherein,toworshipthefirst

beast,whosedeadlywound,,washealed.”

Meaning;

Heexercisethallthepowerofthefirstbeastbeforehim:

Causeththeearthandthem whichdwelltherein,toworshipthefirstbeast,

whosedeadlywound,,washealed:

[Contentremovedduetosomepersonalinterestsoftheauthorofthis

particularbook]

Verse13&14:“13Andhedoethgreatwonders,sothathemakethfire

comedownfrom heavenontheearthinthesightofmen,14And

deceiveththem thatdwellontheearthbythemeansofthosemiracles

whichhehadpower,todointhesightofthebeast;sayingtothem that

dwellontheearth,thattheyshouldmakeanimagetothebeast,which

hadthewoundbyasword,anddidlive.”

Meaning;

Thedoethgreatwonders,sothathemakethfirecomedownfrom heaven

ontheearthinthesightofmen:
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Deceiveththem thatdwellontheearth:

Bythemeansofthosemiracleswhichhehadpower,todointhesightof

thebeast:

Sayingtothem thatdwellontheearth,thattheyshouldmakeanimageto

thebeast:

Whichhadthewoundbyasword,anddidlive:

[Contentremovedduetosomepersonalinterestsoftheauthorofthis

particularbook]

Verse15:“Andhehadpower,togivelifeuntotheimageofthebeast,that

theimageofthebeastshouldbothspeak,andcausethatasmanyas,

wouldnotworshiptheimageofthebeastshouldbekilled.”

Meaning;
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Hehadpower,togivelifeuntotheimageofthebeast:

Causethatasmanyas,wouldnotworshiptheimageofthebeastshould

bekilled:

Thattheimageofthebeastshouldbothspeak:

[Contentremovedduetosomepersonalinterestsoftheauthorofthis

particularbook]

Verse16:“Andhecausethall,bothsmallandgreat,richandpoor,,free

andbond,toreceive,amarkintheirrighthand,orintheirforeheads:”

Meaning;

Hecausethall,bothsmall...great...rich...poor...free...bond:

Toreceive,amarkintheirrighthand,orintheirforeheads:

[Contentremovedduetosomepersonalinterestsoftheauthorofthis

particularbook]
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Verse17:“Andthatnomanmightbuyorsell,savehethathadthemark,

orthenameofthebeast,orthenumberofhisname.”

Meaning;

Thatnomanmightbuyorsell:

Savehethathadthemark,orthenameofthebeast,orthenumberofhis

name:

[Contentremovedduetosomepersonalinterestsoftheauthorofthis

particularbook]
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Verse18:“Hereiswisdom.Lethim thathathunderstandingcountthe

numberofthebeast:foritisthenumberofaman;andhisnumberisSix

hundredthreescoreandsix.”

Meaning;

Hereiswisdom:Thisphraseplainlyplantsintothemindsofthereadersof

thisbookorJohn'saudiencetheideaofapocalypticandfigurative

interpretationsofallthethingsunderdiscussionhere.Whatisdepicted

heregetsridofwisdom ofnature,wisdom acquiredthroughlearningor

experienceorone'sownconscience.John'semphasisheregivesan

assertionthattheworldlywisdom isnothing,withoutGod(1Co3:18-20)

andcannothelpinterpretthecontextofhisvision.

Thus,Johnspeaksoftruewisdom whichshouldbeusedtointerpretand

understandcompletelywhatexactlyhemeantinhisvision.Truewisdom is

agiftfrom Godtothosewhoaskit(Job28:12-28;Prov.3:13-18;Rom.1:22;

16:27;1Co1:17-21;2:6-8;James1:5).Inthissense,oneneeds“Christthe

powerofGodandthewisdom ofGod”(1Co1:24)tounderstandthe

natureofthenumbersusedinreferencetothe“seabeastandearthly

beast.”

Inthesamevein,bothChristiansandthereadersofthismessagetoday

shouldnotliterallyinterpretthevisionoutofitscontext.

Lethim thathathunderstandingcountthenumberofthebeast:One

wouldassumethatthewisdom totheunderstandingofJohn'smessageis

“amoralratherthananintellectualquality.”SomeBiblestudentsalsotryto

literallycountthenumber666andaffirm ittobe666years.

Now,whatdidJohnmeanbyaskingtheaudienceandreadersto“countthe

numberofthebeast?”Hesimplyaskedthem to“calculatethenumberof

thebeast,”whichcalculationwouldnotbeofamerewisdom ofthisworld,

butshouldbethatofthedivine,whichdivinewisdom wasnothingthanthe

Hebrewgematria(asystem ofcommunicationthroughtheuseof
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numbers).However,suchwisdom wouldnotbethatofhumaninventions

andmathematics.Johnknowsthatthenumberreferringtothebeastcan

beunderstoodbytheimmediatereaders.

Butthequestionis;Whoisthisbeast?Biblestudentsshouldunderstand

herethatthe“beast”doesnotrefertotheAnti-ChristsorCaesarDomitian,

neitherdoesitreferstothePopesnorDonaldTrump(assomeProtestants

affirmed).[AndIbelievesincetheworldhasnotcometoanend,people

shallbeattributingthe“beast”tosomeotherprominentpeopleinthe

historyofmankindaswell.]

ThewordAntichristsimplymeans“againstChrist,oranoppositionChrist,

arivalChrist.”AntichristisonewhoworksagainsttheteachingsofChrist.

ItissimplyafigurewhoopposesChrist.Rememberthis“antichrist”isa

biblicalterm usedintheapostolicage(todefinetheapostasy)asa

referencetothosewhowere/areopposingChristandHislaw(1Jn2:18-19,

22;1Co9:21),butnotthekingswhowereeitheropposing(someoforall)

the613MosaicallawsorthespecificChristiansinhistory.

CaesarDomitiancannotalsobebiblicallycreditedasthe“beast”inRev

13:18;neithercanhebecreditedasthe“manofsin”in2Thes2:3.Thatis

tosaythat,analyzingcriticallythecontextof2Thes2:1-10,portraysthat

“Thatmanofsin”isnotreferringtoaspecificindividualastheAntichrist,

sincePaulisusingapocalypticlanguageinthiscontext;itcouldbe

referringtoabodyoraninstitutionorgeneralenvironmentofsininwhich

Christianswoulddwell.Thus,oneshouldnotbelieve“thatmanofsin”will

beanincarnationofSatanandassuchwillbeabletodeceivemany.Such

wouldbesurelybeinreferencetothosebodiesinfluencedbySatanto

persecutethesaintsinordertopulldownChristianity.Again,ifonecredits

thebeasttoaparicularwickedperson,eventoDomitian,thenthe

calculationofthe666whichtheyassumeasyearsbutnotgematrical

numberscannotfitthetotalperiodoftheking'sreign;sinceDomitian

reignedforonly16years(thatis,A.D81-96)butnothistoricallyforsix

hundredandsixty-sixyears.
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Itisquitepityandveryunfortunateforsomereadersofthismessageand

someBiblestudentstogototheextentofattributingthe“beast”tothe

RomanPopesandevenPresidentDonaldTrump,andthelike.Itisverysad

forthem becausetheyhavemissedthecontextofJohn'smessage,which

visionspeaksofthekingdom reignofRomeasanationbutnotaCatholic

oramoderntechnologicalkingdom.Allothercomparisonsliketheseare

notbiblical.

Brethren,wecansimplyknowoftheexactbeastunderdiscussionhereif

onlyweacceptthedivinewisdom ofGodtounderstandthatJohn's

referencewastotheRomanempire,whichwasfragilebeforeGod,asit

ruinsitsownfall,eveninA.D476.Asverse10statedtheendofthe“sea

beast”(Romangovernment),soverse18signalstheendofthe“land

beast”(imperialreligion/thefalseprophets);thesetwopartsoftheRoman

attackslaunchedontheChurchwerefrom thesamenationalRome.John

simplymeantthat,bothgovernmentandreligionwereearthlyandtotally

insufficient.Hence,the“beast”inRev13:18specificallyreferstothe

Romankingdom,butnotspecificallythekingswhoreignedit.Itisofthe

fallofthisparticularbeastthattheimmediatereadershadtounderstand

thatsheismarkedbythenumber666whichspecifieshercompletedoom,

afterharmingandpersecutingGod'skingdom (“theChurch”)established

onEarth,eveninAsiaMinor.

However,Johndrawstheconclusionaccordingtotheopeningphraseof

this18thversethat,ifonefailstoaddressandcalculatethefallofthe

domineeringkingdom ofRome,heisasfoolishasonetobegodless(Ps

14:1;Judg19:23;2Sam 13:13).

Foritisthenumberofaman:Johnidentifiesthebeastbythenumberof

man.Itisnotthenumberofaman.Theindefinitearticle“a”doesnotneed

tobeplacedinthetextbeforetheword“man.”Itissimplythe“numberof

man.”Thesamewordstructureisusedin21:17inreferencetothe

measuringoftheholycity“accordingtothemeasureofman.”The

indefinitearticleheredoesnotsignifyaspecificman.Itmeansonlythat
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thecalculationwasaccordingtoman’snumberingrules,whichonewas

accordingtotheHebrewgematria;butnotthatitwasinreferencetoa

specificmaninhistory.

HisnumberisSixhundredthreescoreandsix:“Score”isanarchaicword

forthenumbertwenty,usedinthewaythatwestilluseadozenfortwelve.

The“threescore”hereissixty,thatis,threetimestwenty(3x20=60).Now

thenumberunderdiscussionhereissixhundredandsixty-six(666)and

notsix,six,six(6,6,6).

Consideringchapter17,JohnbrieflyconcludesthevisionofRome’s

overthrowthatwasdiscussedinchapter16.Chapters17-19arean

expandedpanoramicviewofthefallofRomethatisgiveningreaterdetail

thanpreviousvisions.

LinkingtheseideastoRev13:18,thenumber666wouldnotbeareference

tothenumberoftheAntichristoraliteralbeast;eventheAntichristsare

notbiblicallyidentifiedwithnumbers.Theanalysisgivenherewouldmean

thatthekingdom ofRomeisfragile,asshefacesthejudgementofGod

(Rev6:9-9:1-21).

AccordingtotheHebrewgematría(asystem ofcommunicationthrough

theuseofnumbers),thenumbersix(6)asusedinRev13:18wouldmean

somethingthatisimperfectorincomplete,orsignifiesthatwhichisearthly,

orsimply“incompleteearthlykingdom;”itisalsothenumberof“man.”The

triplesix(666)isareferencetotheRomankingdom whichoriginates“out

oftheearth,”buttriestoclaim heavenlyorigin(becauseit'susedthree

timesassomethingthatisperfectinitsways);itisfoundtobefakeand

thus,itis"triple"incomplete.AndthiswasasaresultofGod'sjudgement

thatledtothedestructionsofRomeinthe1stcentury;andfinally,thecity

ofRomefellinA.D.476.

BiblestudentsshouldnotcompulsorilyfixthewordAntichristintothis

context,astothatwhichhadthenumber666.UnderstandingtheBibleis

partoftheultimatestepstosalvation(Lk24:44-45;Acts8:30-36).
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Thus,onewhosemark(vs16)wasontheforehead(“totalpsychological

allegiance”)andthosewhohaditontheirhandsorwrists(“totalphysical

allegiance”)allbelongedorclaimedtheirnationalitytoRome,andthrough

suchevilactsandnegotiations,hadthechancesofbenefitingfrom the

earthlykingdom withoutbeingsavedintheLord.Andallsuchwouldfall

withRome.

ThoughRomehasfallenawayandtheremnantshavepropagatedtoraise

Italy,thedevilwhowasbehindthisisnotdeadyet.Henowusesscary

movies,picturesandsomesatanicactivitiesoftheantichrists,falseChrists,

falseprophets,occults,satanists,luciferians,spiritualists,paganists,

prophetesses,aswellassomeotherreligiouspriestswhoform partsofthe

“bodyofdeceitfulworkers”(2Co11:13-15)todeceivemanythatthatmark

stillreignsasaphysicalmarkandthebeastinRev13physicallybe

revealedwhenthejudgementdayprompts.Alltheseclaimsarefalseand

demonic;donotpayattentiontothem inyourentireChristianlife.

Correctingsomefalseclaimsaboutthe666

1.

2.

3.



Revelation13~666[TheMarkOfTheBeast]—workinitiatedbyDAL—writtenbytheTeacher

oftheApocalypticLiterature

43



Revelation13~666[TheMarkOfTheBeast]—workinitiatedbyDAL—writtenbytheTeacher

oftheApocalypticLiterature

44

ANSWERINGTHEQUESTIONSFROM THEPUBLIC:
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[Endoflesson,asaimed]
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