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THESABBATHS

SUB-STRANDSTREATEDINTHISLESSON

Thislessoniscategorizedintothreeseparatesections:

SECTIONA:THEBIBLEANDTHESABBATHS...pp.3-45

 ThemeaningofSabbath.

 TheoriginoftheSabbath.

 DidanyPatriarchobservetheSabbath?

 HowtheSabbathgottomankind.

 God'spurposesforgivingtheSabbathtomankind.

 ThetypesofSabbath.

 TherelationshipsbetweenthetypesofSabbath.

 HowcantheotherfeastscelebratedbyIsraelbedifferentiatedfrom

theSabbaths?

 ThegreatlawsoftheSabbaths.

 Somecontroversialfactswhichneedtobeexplainedaboutthe

Sabbaths.

 TheSabbathsandChristianity.

SECTIONB:COVENANT,LAW ANDSIGN...pp.45-58

 Definitionofkeyterms.

 TherealdifferencesbetweenCovenantandLaw.
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 TheOldandNewCovenants.

 TheOldandNewLaws.

 ThedifferencesbetweentheOldTestamentandtheNewTestament.

 TheOldandNewSigns.

 Factsaboutcircumcision.

SECTIONC:THEREASONSBEHINDTHEWORSHIPOFCHRISTIANSON

SUNDAYS...pp.58-101

 WhoordainedChristianstoworshiponSundays?

 TheChurchservicespracticedonSundays.

 TheSundayandConstantinetheGreat.

 DoChristianswhoworshiponSundaysgiveallegiancetotheSun

gods?

 Theoriginsofthenamesofourdaysoftheweekandthemonthsof

theyear.

 TheSundayandtheSungods.

 TheSunofrighteousness.

LESSONOBJECTIVES

Bytheendofthislesson,thereadershouldbeableto:

 specifywhereexactlytheSabbathstarted.

 identifytheparticulargroupofpeoplewhohadtheSabbathasa

stipulatedlaw.

 knowwhytheSabbathwasgivenasalaw.
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 knowthevarioustypesofSabbathinthewholeBible.

 recognizethesevenmainJewishfeastswhichwerecelebrated

alongsidewiththeSabbaths.

 justifyhimselfinthemidstofProtestantsconcerningsome

controversialissuesrelatedtotheSabbaths.

 declareinboldnesswhetherornottheSabbathsareabolishedin

Christianity.

 knowmuchaboutthecovenant,lawandsigninrelationtotheOld

andNewTestaments.

 understandthereasonswhyChristiansworshipandobservethe

Lord'sSupperonSundays.

 declareinboldnesstheinfluencesofConstantinetheGreaton

Christianity.

 KnowaboutthesungodsandunderstandwhyChristianswho

worshiponSundaysdonotworshipthesungods.

SECTIONA:THEBIBLEANDTHESABBATHS.

(1)THEMEANINGOFSABBATH.

ThewordSabbathistranslatedinHebrewasShabbat,meaningtorest

from labour.TheGreekwordforSabbathisSávvato(Sávvatainplural),

whichmeanstorestortoceasefrom aparticularwork.

ManyBibleStudentscanhavedifferentmeaningstoSabbath,butthere

shouldbenocontradictions.



TheSabbaths,shouldweobserve?

4

(2)THEORIGINOFTHESABBATH.

TheoriginofSabbathwouldbetracedfrom thecreationofGod;itis

evidentthatGodrestedontheSeventhdayofHiscreation,ofwhichrest

it'sregardedastheSabbath.Itiswritten,"1Thustheheavensandthe

earthwerefinishedandallthehostsofthem.2SoontheseventhdayGod

endedHisworkthatHehadmade.AndHerestedontheseventhdayfrom

allHisworkthatHehadmade.3AndGodblessedtheseventhdayand

sanctifiedit,becauseinitHehadrestedfrom allHisworkthatGodcreated

andmade"...(Genesis2:1-3).

ThewordSabbathisnotdirectlyseeninthegiventest,butitisindirectly

seenwhenthetestiscomparedtotheLatinVulgate;Genesis(Bresheit)2:1

-3reads,"1igiturperfectisuntcaelietterraetomnisornatuseorum 2

conplevitqueDeusdieseptimoopussuum quodfeceratetrequievitdie

septimoabuniversooperequodpatrarat3etbenedixitdieiseptimoet

sanctificavitillum quiainipsocessaveratabomnioperesuoquodcreavit

Deusutfaceret"

IntheChameeshaChoomsheyTorah(thefivebooksofMosesinHebrew),

Bresheit(Genesis),Shemot(Exodus),Vayicra(Leviticus),Bamidbar

(Numbers),andDevarim (Deuteronomy),canbestbeinterpretedwhen

linkedtotheLatinVulgate.

ThewordRestintheLatinVulgateistranslatedas"Requiescat"or

"Requievit."TheSabbathinLatinissabbatum ;butsuchideaisnotseenin

thetestprovided.TheSabbathissimplyconsideredtobe"adayofrest."

MeaningoftheRestasusedinGenesis2:1-3

Herested:God“rested”ontheseventhday(2:2).ButGoddoesnot

becometiredasman.ThemeaningisthatHeceased(rested)from His

workofcreation.Thismustbekeptinmindwhenunderstandingthe

conceptthatwearecreatedaftertheimageofGod.Referenceisnottoa

physicalimage,butaspiritualimage,otherwise,theSonofGodwouldnot

haveexperiencedtheincarnation(Jn1:14).Wearecreatedafterthe
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imageoftheCreatorwhoisspirit.Becausewearesocreated,allmenhave

anaturalyearningtothatwhichisbeyondthespiritual.

IsGodstillresting,asHerestedontheseventhday?

ItisnowhereintheBiblethatGodrestedagain,afterthatincidencewhich

tookplaceinGenesis2:1-3.Godstillworks,asourCreatorandEverlasting

Father.Jesusgavethisreply,“MyFatherisworkinguntilnow,andIam

working"...(John5:17).Simply,Godhasnotceasedfrom anyworknow,He

stillworksonourbehalf.

MyFatherisworkinguntilnow:Thoughtheworkofcreationceasedinthe

beginning(Gn2:2;Hb4:4),theFathercontinuedtoworkinHiscreation.

TheworldwasnotcreatedbyaGodwholeftitalone,andthenwenttothe

farcornersoftheuniverse.NeithertheFather,SonnorHolySpirithave

ceasedtoworkamongmeninordertobringabouttheplanofredemption.

InthecontextoftheSabbathcontroversythatwasgoingonhere,boththe

FatherandtheSonwereworking.Andinthecaseofthecrippledman,the

SonwasworkingforthepurposeoftakingHimselftothecross.Inother

words,thereweregreaterthingsworkinginthiscasethanthehealingofa

crippledmanontheSabbath.Whenunderstandingthemiraculousworkof

God,therefore,wemustalwaysunderstandthatsomethinggreaterthan

themiraclemustberealized.WhatmustberealizedisGodwhoisthe

causeofthemiracle.HeistheOneonwhom allourthinkingmustbe

focused.Heisstillworkingtodayinordertobringaboutthereasonfor

whichtheworldwascreated.

(3)DIDANYPATRIARCHOBSERVETHESABBATH?

Therearesometrendingvideosanddocumentariesacrosstheworldwhich

standwiththefallaciousclaim that,Adam andEvewerethefirstpeopleto

observetheSabbath.Thereisnobiblicalrecordofsuchclaim.

Adam wastodressandkeepthegardenofEden(Gen2:15),butGodnever
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commandedhim toobservetheSabbathevenwithEve,hiswife.Peopletry

topointoutthatGodusedtovisitthem eitherphysicallyorspirituallyonthe

Seventhdays,butthisisfalse.Thereisnosuchbiblicalrecord.Although,it

isseenthatGodvisitedthem whenthemanandhiswifewentastray(Gen

3:8),butitisnotwrittenthatsuchincidenceusedtohappenontheSabbath

days.

ThePatriarchswereknowntothedays,monthsandyears,butGoddidnot

askthem toobservetheSabbathday;asintheperiodofNoah,theflood

(Gn8:13-14),andintheperiodofJacob,withLaban(Gn29:27).

ButitisnotstatedanywhereintheBiblethat,Adam,Seth,Enoch,Noah,

Abraham,Isaac,Jacob,JosephoranyotherPatriarchobservedthe

Sabbath.

(4)HOW THESABBATHGOTTOMANKIND.

GodinHisownwisdom,choseIsraeltoshowthem His

laws/commandments(Psalm 147:19-20).ThelawsweregiventoIsrael

whentheywererescuedfrom captivityinEgypt(Hosea11:1)through

Moses(Jn1:17)theMediator(Dt5:3-5).

TheIsraelitesweresavedinthemonthofAbib(Ex23:15)andusedthe
monthtobethefirstmonthofIsrael(Ex12:1-2).Thefirsttimetohear
abouttheSabbathbeinggiventoIsraeltoobserveitonacertainday,was
from Exodus16:23-25;butthatwasnotstipulatedasalaw,untillitwas
giventogetherwithsomenine(9)laws.

TheSabbaththenbecameoneofthegreatestcommandmentsgivenunto
Israel,whichisthe4thcommand(Ex20:8);noGentilenationwasinvolved
(Rm 2:14-16).ThecelebrationoftheSabbathwastheperpetualcovenant
foronlythegenerationsofIsrael(Exodus31:16-17).

HowtheGentilesclaimedtheNationalityofIsraeltobepartofthelaw.

ItisseeninExodus12:38andNumbers11:4that,someGentilesmixed
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withtheIsraelitesastheyleftEgypt.

WhensomeEgyptiansrealizedthattherewasonlyoneGodofall,this

statementpossiblyincludedsomeofthesebelievingEgyptianswhojoined

theexodus.Thisnumbercouldhavealsoincludedotherforeignslaves

whodecidedtojointheexodustofreedom.Unfortunately,someofthese

peopleeventuallybecameasnaretotheIsraelites.

TheforeignslavesandsomeEgyptianswerefullyacceptedasIsraelites

onlythroughCircumcision.Thatis,onlyCircumcisionpermittedthe

servantsinIsraeltopartakeintheobservanceofthePassover(Exodus

12:44).

JoshuacircumcizedallthoseEgyptians,tobefullyacceptedasIsraelites

(Joshua5:2-5).So,allthoseforeignersinIsraelwhohadthechancesto

partakeintheSabbathswerethosecircumcized.

WasSaturdaythedayoftheSabbath?

ThenameSaturdayorSundayoranyotherisnotfoundinthewhole1,189
chaptersoftheBible.IfoneclaimstohaveseenthenameSaturdayinthe
Bible,thenthatBiblemaynotbeauthentic.

AccordingtoGenesis2:1-3,itmeansthatGodrestedonacertainday;
actuallyonthe7thday.Thatdaywasneverrecognized,untiltheIsraelites
wereaskedtocountdaysaftertheSabbath(Lev23:15).Therealdayisnot
namedtobethe7thdayoftheWeek.
ButtheCalendarwehavenowprovesit.

GodthenmadereferencetoGenesisthatHerestedonthe7thday.Itis
writtenaccordingtoExodus20:8-11,"8Rememberthesabbathday,to
keepitholy.9Sixdaysshaltthoulabour,anddoallthywork:10Butthe
seventhdayisthesabbathoftheLORDthyGod:initthoushaltnotdoany
work,thou,northyson,northydaughter,thymanservant,northy
maidservant,northycattle,northystrangerthatiswithinthygates:11For
insixdaystheLORDmadeheavenandearth,thesea,andallthatinthem is,
andrestedtheseventhday:whereforetheLORDblessedthesabbathday,
andhallowedit."
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Soitmeansthat,Godrestedonthe7thday,towhichHemadereference
that,theincidencethattookplaceinGenesiswasthe7thdayoftheWeek,
accordingtoGod.

TheEnglishtranslationswehavenowonthemarketsweretakenfrom the
GreekSeptuagintandtheLatinVulgate.Withinthese,thefirstdayofthe
week,appearseight(8)timesintheNew Testamenttranslation.
SoifpeoplehavesomeversionswhichhavestateddirectlytheSundayand
Saturday,itmeanstheyarenotoftheStandards,accordingtotheGreek
SeptuagintandtheLatinVulgate.

AlthoughthenameSaturdayisnotfoundinthewholeBible,butit'sseento
bethe7thdayaccordingtotherecentcalendarweuse,insteadofthe
Jewishcalendar.

HowwasIsraelknowntothe7thday?
Godtaughtthem howtocountdayseven(7)times,startingfrom the
Pentecostday,whichwasnormallycelebratedonthefirstdayoftheweek
(Sunday,accordingtoourcalendar)...[muchwillbegivenaboutthe
PentecostdayaswellastheotherJewishfeasts]
It'swrittenaccordingtoLeviticus23:15,"Andyeshallcountuntoyoufrom
themorrowafterthesabbath,from thedaythatyebroughtthesheafofthe
waveoffering;sevensabbathsshallbecomplete:"

So,countingthedaysaftertheSabbathprovestousthat,theSabbathwas
indeedobservedonthe7thday,butthatdaywasnotnamedtous.Butthe
ProtestantsusetheSabbathtobeSaturdaybecausetheSundayisseento
bethefirstday.Ifthatisso,accordingtoourcalendar,thendefinitely,the
SabbathdaywillbeSaturday;butthisdaywasnotbasedontheJewish
calendar.

AnalizingcriticallytheBibleshowsusthat,theworddayisused1,918
times;1stdayisused8times;7thdayisusedforalmost127times;and
weekisused28times.

Historically,theSabbathisabout3,452yearsold(1,400yrs+33yrs+
2019)...wekeepaddingupyearly.
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(5)GOD'SPURPOSESFORGIVINGTHESABBATHTOMANKIND.

i)TobethesignofGod'sCovenantwithIsrael(Dt5:1-5,Ezek20:9-12).

ii)Togivethem hopeafterbeingincaptivityforabout400/430years(Acts

7:6,Ex12:40-41).

iii)TomakeIsraelrestasHedidafterHiscreation(Ex31:12-18).

iv)Tomakethem strongtoconquertheotherGentilenations(Dt6:1-2,Dt

11:8-9).

(6)THETYPESOFSABBATH.

Therearefour(4)maintypesofSabbaths,namely...

1)TheSabbathday,the7thdayoftheWeek(Ex20:8,Ezek20:12-13).

2)TheSabbathofthedayofAtonement(Lv16:29-31).

3)TheSabbathofthe7thyear(Lv25:1-7).

4)TheSabbathofthe50thyear,theyearofJubilee(Lv25:8-12).

(7)THERELATIONSHIPSBETWEENTHETYPESOFSABBATH.

Thefour(4)Sabbathsarepracticallythesame,butoccasionallydifferent.

(a)TheSabbathsarepracticallythesame:

✓Intheactualsense,allthefour(4)SabbathsoftheOldTestamentwere

theLord'sSabbaths.ItiswrittenaccordingtoEzekiel20:12-13,"12

MoreoveralsoIgavethem mysabbaths,tobeasignbetweenmeand

them,thattheymightknowthatIam theLORDthatsanctifythem.13But

thehouseofIsraelrebelledagainstmeinthewilderness:theywalkednot

inmystatutes,andtheydespisedmyjudgments,whichifamando,he

shallevenliveinthem;andmysabbathstheygreatlypolluted:thenIsaid,I
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wouldpouroutmyfuryuponthem inthewilderness,toconsumethem."

Hence,itmeansthat,theSabbathswereallsupposedtobeequally

practiced.

✓Practically,theactivitiesforallthefour(4)Sabbathswerethesame.The

samepracticeswererecognizedtobedoneforalltheSabbaths.Itis

written,

"Fortheshewbread,andforthecontinualmeatoffering,andforthe

continualburntoffering,ofthesabbaths,ofthenewmoons,fortheset

feasts,andfortheholythings,andforthesinofferingstomakean

atonementforIsrael,andforalltheworkofthehouseofour

God"...(Nehemiah10:33).

AlltheseSabbathswereobservedwiththesamepractices.

(b)TheSabbathsareoccasionallydifferent:

TheIsraelitesweretoobservetheSabbaths,althoughthesame,buton

differentoccasions.Again,occasionallydifferentmeansthat,the

conditionsonwhicheachoftheSabbathswasgivenwerenotinregular

patterns;onceinawhile.

✓The1stSabbath(theSabbathday):The7thdayoftheWeekwastobe

observedbecause,Godrestedonthe7thday(oftheWeek)ofHiscreation

(Ex20:8-11).So,thiswasobservedonevery7thdayoftheWeek.Ina

diversesense,whenIsraelwasincaptivity,exampleintheBabylon(for70

years...2Chron36:17-21),thiswasnotevidentlyobservedinaregular

pattern.

✓The2ndSabbath(theSabbathofthedayofAtonement):Thiswastobe

observedonthe10thdayofthe7thmonth(Lev16:29-31).Thiswasalso

notthroughthewholemonth;itwasoccasionallyobservedtobedifferent

from theotherSabbaths.

✓Boththe7thyearSabbath(Lev25:1-7)andthe50thyearSabbaths(Lev
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25:8-12),wereobservedoncertainoccasions.

Thisistosaythat,concerningthefour(4)maintypesofSabbath,theywere

practicallythesame,butoccasionallydifferent.

(8)HOW CANTHEOTHERFEASTSCELEBRATEDBYISRAELBE

DIFFERENTIATEDFROM THESABBATHS?

Thereare7mainfeastscelebratedbyIsrael.Besides,wealsohaveThe

NewYearfestival(Lev23:23-24),TheYearofRestoration(Lev25:8-17)and

ThefestivalofSheltersi.e.ingathering(Lev23:33-44,Nm 29:12-40,Ex

23:16-17).

THE7MAINJEWISHFEASTS

Whenevertheword"feast"isaddedtoafestival,itshowsthatthefestival

consistsofalargemealandsomesacrifices;it'sreferredtoas"giortí"in

Greek,meaning"eatanddrinksumptuously."Please,kindlytakenoteof

thesefestivals:

1)FeastofPassover:ThiswasthefirstfestivaltobecelebratedbyIsrael.

Thisfestivalwasobservedwitharoastedmeatoflambwithoutblemish(a

lambwithoutanymarkorspotthroughoutitswholebody).Itwasobserved

onNisan14-21(March-April).Itwasobservedinthenightofthechosen

daysandmonth.TheIsraeliteshadthisfeastinthenightbeforetheywere

savedfrom theEgyptiancaptivity(Exodus12:1-14);andwhereverthey

foundpeace(Numbers9:1-14)."Passover"simplymeans"TheLordhas

passedovertheEgyptiansforourSalvation."

✓Godordainedthesethree(3)mainfestivalstobecelebratedbyIsrael;

TheSabbath,ThefeastofPassoverandThefeastofUnlearnedBread(Lev

23:1-14,Ex23:14-19,Ex34:18-27).Buttheyweretobekeptseparately.

ThatiswhyGodgavetheSabbathseparatelytothem (Ex20:8,Dt5:12).

ConcerningthefeastofUnlearnedBread,itwasobservedalongsidewith

Passover(thatiswhysomeBibleStudentsrefertoPassoverasthe
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Unleavenedbread).ThePassoverwasaboutmeatwhiletheunleavened

breadconcernedbreadbreaking,asthenameimplies(Exodus12:15-20).

TheleftoverofbreadandmeatwereburntunderthecommandoftheMost

HighGod.Unleavenedbreadisabreadmadewithoutyeast;abreadmade

ofonlyflourandwater.Theyeastwasoutofthebreadpreparation

becauseitcausesfermentation.Andfermentationresultsintheproduction

ofalcohol.

✓ThePassoverwasgovernedbyfive(5)mainlawsorordinances(Exodus

12:43-47).

✓ThePassoverwastobefulfilledinJesusChrist.GodaskedtheIsraelites

nottobreakanyboneofthelamb.ThebonesymbolizestheboneofChrist;

JesusChrististhelamb.BecauseHisbonewasnotbrokenafterdeath

(John19:33-34,36)asitwasexactlystatedaboutthePassover(Nm 9:12),

andconfirmedbytheProphet(Psalm 34:20).Themeatofthelambstands

forthefleshofJesusChrist;HisfleshhasbeengiventoChristiansas

unyeastbread,andHisbloodaswine(1Co11:22-25,1Co10:16).

2)FeastofPentecost:Thename"Pentecost"comesfrom theGreekword

"Shavouth"whichmeans"firstfruitsorweeks."ItwasobservedonSivan6

(March-June)...49+1days.ThisisrecordedinLeviticus23:15-21.The

Pentecostwasaboutthefree-willoffering(Dt16:9-12).Thatiswhatisseen

inActs2:1.

3)FeastofTrumpets(RoshHashanah):ThiswascelebratedonTishri1,2

(Sept.-Oct.)IsraelofferedburntofferingforasweetfavourintoGod;they

mingledthemeatofferingwithoil(Numbers29:1-6).

4)FeastofthedayofAtonement(Yom Kippur):Thiswascelebratedon

Tishri10(Sept.-Oct.)Thisisatypeofthefour(4)Sabbaths(Lev16:29-31).

TheIsraelitesdidnowork,theyrestedandhadholyconvocations(Lev

23:26-32).ThePriestsweretosacrificefortheerrorsoftheIsraelites(Hb

9:7).

5)FeastofTabernacles(Booths):ItwasobservedonTishri15-22(Sept.-
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Oct.)TheIsraelitesusedtogoforthuntothemount,andfetcholive

branches,andpinebranches,andmyrtlebranches,andpalm branches,and

branchesofthicktrees,tomakeboothsandsatunderthem tolistentothe

lawsreadbythePriests(Nehemiah8:13-18).Thatishowtheycelebratedit,

evenwhenJesusChristwasstilllivingonEarth(John7:2).

6)FeastofDedication:ItwasobservedonChislev25(8days)...(Nov.-Dec.)

MuchinformationarenotidentifiedintheOldTestament.Butaccordingto

theNewTestament,itwasobservedinJerusalem (John10:22).

7)FeastofPurim:ThisfeastwasusuallyobservedonAdar14,15(Feb.-

March).Purim wasderivedfrom theword"Pur;"thecustomarypractice

aboutdisagreementtoshowpossession,orthemaincausativeagentof

something.Itissometimesknownas"lots."ThebookofEsther,whichwas

datedaround457B.C.recordedfirstthisPurim festival(Esther9:18-32).

Whatiswrittenofthisfeastwasthat,thepartakershadtobehappyfor

conqueringtheirenemies(Est9:17-19).Critically,thisfeastwasstrictlyto

becelebratedbyonlytheJews,withinthe127provincesofkingAhasuerus.

Thereisnoevidencethattheother11tribesofIsraelalsopartookinthat

aswell,andthereisnorecordthatalsosaysthattheothertribeswere

preventedfrom observingthisPurim festival.

"ThesearethefeastsoftheLORD,whichyeshallproclaim tobeholy

convocations,toofferanofferingmadebyfireuntotheLORD,aburnt

offering,andameatoffering,asacrifice,anddrinkofferings,everything

uponhisday:BesidethesabbathsoftheLORD,andbesideyourgifts,and

besideallyourvows,andbesideallyourfreewillofferings,whichyegive

untotheLORD"...(Leviticus23:37-38).

(9)THEGREATLAWSOFTHESABBATHS.

Therearesix(6)mainlaws/rulesGuidingTheObservanceOfTheSabbaths

(Lev19:30),namely...

1.Nojourney(Ex16:29-30).
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2.Nolabororwork(Ex20:8-11).

3.Nofiretobekindled(Ex35:1-3).

4.Nomarketing(Neh10:28-31).

5.Notreapingthecornersofthefarm field(Lev19:9-10).

6.Nocrossbreedingoflivestock,ormixedcropping(Lev19:19).

EXPLANATIONTOTHESABBATICALLAWS.

Sabbathlaw1;

Theysupposednottojourney:AlthoughtheIsraelitesjourneyedthrough

thewildernessfor40years(Acts7:36),astheJewsdispersedtomany

provincesintheirtimes(Esther3:8),buttheysupposednottojourney

duringtheSabbaths.Butwhatdoesthismean?...Seethis...

AccordingtoExodus16:29-30,itiswritten,"29See,forthattheLORDhath

givenyouthesabbath,thereforehegivethyouonthesixthdaythebreadof

twodays;abideyeeverymaninhisplace,letnomangooutofhisplaceon

theseventhday.30Sothepeoplerestedontheseventhday."

Itisnotbecauseofthemannathattheyneededtorest,butitwasbecause

theLordGodhadgiventhem theSabbaths.Godwantedtoestablishatotal

resttothepeopleontheSabbathdays.

"Rest,""ypóloipo"inGreek,meant"aperiodofrelaxingorceasingtoengage

instrenuousorstressfulactivity."Itwasthoughtnecessarytodetermine

theallowableamount,whichwasfixedat2000paces,oraboutsixfurlongs

from thewallofthecity.Thepermitteddistanceseemstohavebeen

groundedonthespacetothedistancekeptbetweenthearkandthepeople

(Joshua3:4),inthewilderness,whichtraditionsaidwasthatbetweenthe

arkandthetents.Wefindthesamedistancegivenasthecircumference

outsidethewallsoftheLeviticalcitiestobecountedastheirsuburbs

(Numbers33:5).
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Let'staketheoldtimesofIsraeltobetoday,noSabbathparticipantwas

supposedtotakeavehicleorbikeoraircrafttoworshipinanySynagogue

whichpacesmorethan2000.

Pacesarestepsorwayofstepping.Thefurlongwasaunitoflengthequal

to220yardsorexactly201.168meters.

 Helpmehavethissimplecalculationhere;

If2000paces=6furlongs,and1furlong=220yardsor201.168m,

then2000pacesor6furlongs=1,320yardsor1207.008m

 Theaboveisthejourneydistancethatshouldbebetweenthe

SabbatarianandtheplaceofmeetingortheSynagogue.

ItisnotactuallystatedbyGodtoMoses,butGodgavethat2000paces

distancetoJoshua,accordingtoJoshua3:4.AndIquote,"Yetthereshall

beaspacebetweenyouandit,abouttwothousandcubitsbymeasure:

comenotnearuntoit,thatyemayknowthewaybywhichyemustgo:for

yehavenotpassedthiswayheretofore."

The2000cubitsiswhatwerefertoasthe2000paces.

✓TheLeviticalpriests,forabout22,000innumber(Nm 3:39),weretotake

careofthearkandministerbeforetheLord(Dt10:8).Sothearkwaskept

bythepriestsintheTabernacle,whichwaslaterturnedtobethe

SynagogueinthetimeofJesusChrist.So,betweenthearkandthe

individualpersonswasthesameasbetweentheSynagogueandthe

individualSabbatarians.

✓InthatsamesanctuarythattheIsraeliteshadtheholyconvocationon

theSabbathdays.Hence,duringtheSabbaths,theyusedtohaveholy

convocation(Lev23:3);theyhadspecialworshipintheSanctuary(Lev

19:30,26:2).

AndthatTabernaclewithinwhichtheymet(notintheholyofholies,asthe

Hebrewwritermentions,Hb9:1-5),wasatthesamearea.Butthehouses
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ofIsraelandtheindividualcitizensthemselvessupposednottogetnearto

thatarkinthatholyofholies,unlesstheyhadthat2000paces.

Sabbathlaw2;

Nolabororwork(Dt5:13-14,Ex20:9-11):LaborinGreekis"ergasía"which

means"work,especiallyhardphysicalwork."Buttheworkitselfis

translatedinGreekas"douleiá"meaning"anyactivityinvolvingmentalor

physicaleffortdoneinordertoachieveapurposeorresult."Intheactual

sense,theworkorlaborisbeyondthedailyroutinesthateverymandoesin

eachandeveryday,suchaswashingofface,brushingofteeth,sweeping

thehouse,etc.

Now,IquoteDeuteronomy5:13-14,"13Sixdaysthoushaltlabour,anddo

allthywork:14ButtheseventhdayisthesabbathoftheLORDthyGod:in

itthoushaltnotdoanywork,thou,northyson,northydaughter,northy

manservant,northymaidservant,northineox,northineass,noranyofthy

cattle,northystrangerthatiswithinthygates;thatthymanservantandthy

maidservantmayrestaswellasthou."

Meaning;

Themeaningoftheword“Sabbath”teachesthepurposeforkeepingthe

day.Oneisto“cease”from workonthisday.ThecreationwasGod’s

illustrationthatmenworkforsixdaysandrestontheseventh(Ex20:11).In

doingthis,onewassanctifyingtheSabbath.ButforIsrael,keepingthe

SabbathwasasignoftheircovenantwithGod.TheSabbathand

circumcisionwerethetwosignsofthecovenant,andthus,thenations

aroundIsraelwereremindedthatIsraelwasinacovenantrelationshipwith

GodwhentheysawIsraelkeepingtheSabbath.Itwasnotsimplyasignto

thenationsaroundIsrael,butprimarilyasigntoGodthatIsraelwas

keepingthecovenant.ThustheSabbathwasnotgivenasareligiousday,

butasadaywheretherewouldbemutualrespectbetweenthecitizensof

society.Employerscouldnotworktheiremployeeswithoutrespectfor

them.Andrespectforemployeeswascarriedoutwhentheyweregiven
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theSabbathforrest.TheSabbathwasmadeformaninordertogivehim

rest,notmanfortheSabbath.

IntheSabbathlaw2,apartfrom theknownpurposesofwhichthe

Sabbathsweretoserve,anotherpurposewasthat,ithelpedcreatedmutual

respectamongstthepeoplewhichisbeyondthemainaims.

Wemustunderstandthat,Sabbathswerenotjusttobecelebratedfor

religiousdays,butmutualrespecttoGodandpeople.Thereligioushereis

explainedasthriskeftikósinGreek,meaningrelatingtoareligionor

believinginareligion.EveryindividualIsraelitewasnotapersonboundby

monasticvows,butwastoberespectfultothelawsofGod.

So,theyweretorespecttheSabbathlawwhichcommandsthem notto

workduringthatday.

Sabbathlaw3;

Nofiretobekindled;ThiswasageneralordertotheuseoffireonSabbath

days.Nomatterhowonemaygiveexcusetolightupafire,thatwasnot

accepted.Onemainpointiswhenpeopleusefiretocookfoodduringthe

Sabbathdays.Now,wehavesomemoderntoolsandequipmentthat

peopleuseinsteadofthefirewood;allarebannedaccordingtothislaw.

Now,let'sseethese;

1)IsraelwastocookeveryfoodbeforetheSabbathdays,andevenhadno

powertowarm leftoverfood(Exodus16:18-25):

"18Andwhentheydidmeteitwithanomer,hethatgatheredmuchhad

nothingover,andhethatgatheredlittlehadnolack;theygatheredevery

manaccordingtohiseating.19AndMosessaid,Letnomanleaveofittill

themorning.20NotwithstandingtheyhearkenednotuntoMoses;but

someofthem leftofituntilthemorning,anditbredworms,andstank:and

Moseswaswrothwiththem.21Andtheygatherediteverymorning,every

manaccordingtohiseating:andwhenthesunwaxedhot,itmelted. 22

Anditcametopass,thatonthesixthdaytheygatheredtwiceasmuch



TheSabbaths,shouldweobserve?

18

bread,twoomersforoneman:andalltherulersofthecongregationcame

andtoldMoses.23Andhesaiduntothem,ThisisthatwhichtheLORD

hathsaid,TomorrowistherestoftheholysabbathuntotheLORD:bake

thatwhichyewillbaketoday,andseethethatyewillseethe;andthat

whichremainethoverlayupforyoutobekeptuntilthemorning.

24Andtheylaidituptillthemorning,asMosesbade:anditdidnotstink,

neitherwasthereanyworm therein.25AndMosessaid,Eatthattoday;

fortodayisasabbathuntotheLORD:todayyeshallnotfinditinthefield."

So,theIsraelitesweretocookeveryfoodtobeusedontheSabbath,aday

beforethatSabbath.TheleftoverwastobekeptuntiltheSabbathwithout

heatinguporcookingitagain.

2)Therewastotalcondemnationofthefiretobekindled(Exodus35:1-3).

"1AndMosesgatheredallthecongregationofthechildrenofIsrael

together,andsaiduntothem,ThesearethewordswhichtheLORDhath

commanded,thatyeshoulddothem.2Sixdaysshallworkbedone,buton

theseventhdaythereshallbetoyouanholyday,asabbathofresttothe

LORD:whosoeverdoethworkthereinshallbeputtodeath.3Yeshall

kindlenofirethroughoutyourhabitationsuponthesabbathday."

Nomatterthepurposeofkindlingafire,onesupposednottodoso.Itdoes

notmattertheseasons.Ifindeedonebindshimselftothelawthatsays,

"donotsetfireonSabbathdays,"thenhemustalsobindhimselftothe

samelawthatsays,"lettheleftoverberemainedtillthemorning."God

knewitfirstthattherewillbeaWinterasmanythinkotherwise.

Sabbathlaw4;

NoMarketing:MarketingisbestexplainedinGreekas"emporía"whichis

theactionorbusinessofpromotingandsellingproductsorservices,

includingmarketresearchandadvertising.Thisideaisbeyondtheagorá

meaningtothewordmarket.

Hence,marketingdealswithsellingandbuyingofanythingelse.Inselling
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andbuying,thereisanexchangeofgoodsandserviceswithmoney,which

meansthat,marketingdoesnotalwaystakeplaceatthemarketcenter.

IsraelwassimplytoceasemarketingonSabbathdays.

Nehemiah10:28-31,reads,"28Andtherestofthepeople,thepriests,the

Levites,theporters,thesingers,theNethinims,andalltheythathad

separatedthemselvesfrom thepeopleofthelandsuntothelawofGod,

theirwives,theirsons,andtheirdaughters,everyonehavingknowledge,

andhavingunderstanding;29Theyclavetotheirbrethren,theirnobles,and

enteredintoacurse,andintoanoath,towalkinGod'slaw,whichwasgiven

byMosestheservantofGod,andtoobserveanddoallthe

commandmentsoftheLORDourLord,andhisjudgmentsandhisstatutes;

30Andthatwewouldnotgiveourdaughtersuntothepeopleoftheland,

nortaketheirdaughtersforoursons:31Andifthepeopleoftheland

bringwareoranyvictualsonthesabbathdaytosell,thatwewouldnotbuy

itofthem onthesabbath,orontheholyday:andthatwewouldleavethe

seventhyear,andtheexactionofeverydebt."[Thisistheevidence.]

Sabbathlaw5,andlaw6;

Notreapingthecornersofthefarm field;Nocrossbreedingoflivestock,or

mixedcropping:Theselawswerethelawsforcommunityrelationships.

Thegivenlawsweregiventomaintainorderlyrelationshipsforthe

ObservanceoftheSabbaths.Ofcourse,manylawsweregiventogether

withthetwolaws.

ItwrittenaccordingtoLeviticus19:3,9-10,19,"3Yeshallfeareveryman

hismother,andhisfather,andkeepmysabbaths:Iam theLORDyourGod.

9Andwhenyereaptheharvestofyourland,thoushaltnotwhollyreapthe

cornersofthyfield,neithershaltthougatherthegleaningsofthyharvest.

10Andthoushaltnotgleanthyvineyard,neithershaltthougatherevery

grapeofthyvineyard;thoushaltleavethem forthepoorandstranger:Iam

theLORDyourGod.19Yeshallkeepmystatutes.Thoushaltnotletthy

cattlegenderwithadiversekind:thoushaltnotsowthyfieldwithmingled

seed:neithershallagarmentmingledoflinenandwoollencomeupon
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thee."

InordertoletIsraelkeepthestatutesoftheSabbaths,theyhadtoagreeto

theabovelaws.OntheSabbaths,Israelwasnotsupposedtowork(Ex20:8

-11).TheIsraelitesrestedandtomakethelandrest;thecornersofthe

farm fieldswereleftforthepoortoeat,thatwasoneofthewaystodo

goodontheSabbaths.

ConcerningthedressingoftheIsraelites,eachandeveryIsraelitehadto

useaclothordresswithonlyonecolore.g.white,red,yellow,etc.asseen

inLv19:19.

ThepriestsofIsraelhadsomespecialclothorgarmentofwhichtheLord

prescribed(Exodus28:1-43),tobeusedbythepriests(actuallythehigh

priests)alonetoworshipintheSanctuaryduringtheholyconvocations

(Lev8:7-9).AstheLeviticalpriestsweretoworshipwithoneparticular

prescribedgarment,theIsraelitesalsosupposedtobeingarmentswith

onlyonematerialcolor.

Now,whatdoweseeamongsttheSabbatarians?...Redthere,blue,yellow,

orange,greenorblackhere...why?Thisistheresultofpretendingto

becomeaJew.

(10)SOMECONTROVERSIALFACTSWHICHNEEDTOBE

EXPLAINEDABOUTTHESABBATHS.

1.JesusChrist(intheJewishTemple):
TherearehugeargumentsraisedbytheProtestantsthat,JesusChrist

observedtheSabbathswhilelivingonEarth,buttheirattemptsarefeeble

toclaim thisfactbiblically.

(a)TheunrecordedeventsofChristdoesnotprovethatHeobservedthe

Sabbaths.

OurLordJesusChristwasaJew(Hb7:13-14)whowasbornunderthelaw



TheSabbaths,shouldweobserve?

21

totakeusfrom it(Gal4:4-6);JesuswasbornundertheSinailawinorder

toredeem from thecurseoflawallthosewhorealizedthattheywerein

condemnationbecauseofthelaw.Paul’sargumenthereistoquestionwhy

shouldwereturntothatfrom whichJesusdeliveredus.

WhenJesusChristwastwelve(12),HeusedtobewiththePriestsinthe

Synagogue(Luke2:42-49),butHisrealministrybeganinHis30s.Jesus

Christwas30yearsoldwhenHewasbaptized(Luke3:21-23)andstarted

topreachoftheKingdom rightafterHisbaptism (Mat4:17).JesusChrist

had33yearsbeforeHedied.ButwhathappenedinthelifeofChrist,from

whenHewastakentoEgypt(Mat2:13-15,19-21)andcamebackattheage

of12,andthenfrom age12toage30?

ItisnevertruethatJesuswenttoIndiaortravelledtoanyothercountryto

beeducated,neitherHeobservedtheSabbathswhenHegrewupin

Palestine,inthepartofHislifewheretheBibleissilent.

Nobiblicalrecordtellsusthat,Christwaseducatedinsideoroutside

Palestine.Hewasilliteratetothepeople,butliterateintheSpiritalready

(Mat13:53-58,Mrk6:1-6).

TheBiblegavereasonsfornothavingsuchlengthyrecordsofChrist.John

thenwrote,"AndtherearealsomanyotherthingswhichJesusdid,the

which,iftheyshouldbewritteneveryone,,Isupposethateventheworld

itselfcouldnotcontainthebooksthatshouldbewritten.Amen"...(John

21:25).Again,itiswritteninJohn20:30-31,"30Andmanyothersignstruly

didJesusinthepresenceofhisdisciples,whicharenotwritteninthisbook:

31Butthesearewritten,thatyemightbelievethatJesusistheChrist,the

SonofGod;andthatbelievingyemighthavelifethroughhisname."

WehavehadthestoryofChristthatisprofitableforoursalvation.

(b)ThemainpurposeofChristintheJewishTemple.
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JesusChristusedtoreadtheScripturesorteachthewordinthe

SynagogueorTempleduringtheSabbaths,simplytoinform them that,the

lawsandtheprophetsarefulfilledinHim.

Eventhough,thepriestsandtheIsraeliteshadsomanyconvocations(Lev

23:3)intheSanctuary(Lev19:30,26:2),buttheydidnotknowor

understandwhatevertheyreadof(Mrk8:18).

Therefore,thepurposeofChristintheTempleontheSabbathdayswas

nottoobserveitbuttoconfirm theprophecieswhichhavealreadybeen

writtenofHim,ofwhichIsraelusedtoread,butcouldnotunderstand.

Let'sseethistounderstanditwell.ItiswritteninLuke4:16-22,"16Andhe

cametoNazareth,wherehehadbeenbroughtup:and,ashiscustom was,

hewentintothesynagogueonthesabbathday,andstoodupfortoread.

17Andtherewasdelivereduntohim thebookoftheprophetIsaiah.And

whenhehadopenedthebook,hefoundtheplacewhereitwaswritten,18

TheSpiritoftheLordisuponme,because,hehathanointedmetopreach

thegospeltothepoor;hehathsentmetohealthebrokenhearted,,to

preachdeliverancetothecaptives,andrecoveringofsighttotheblind,to

setatlibertythem thatarebruised,19Topreachtheacceptableyearofthe

Lord.20Andheclosedthebook,andhegaveitagaintotheminister,and

satdown.Andtheeyesofallthem thatwereinthesynagoguewere

fastenedonhim.21Andhebegantosayuntothem,Thisdayisthis

Scripturefulfilledinyourears.22Andallbarehim witness,,andwondered

atthegraciouswordswhichproceededoutofhismouth.Andtheysaid,Is

notthisJoseph'sson?"

Theverses20and21haveconfirmedit.

(c)ChristdidnotobservetheSabbaths;theeye-witnessconfirmeditas

well.

Johnthenrecorded,"ThensaidsomeofthePharisees,Thismanisnotof

God,becausehekeepethnotthesabbathday.Otherssaid,Howcanaman

thatisasinnerdosuchmiracles?Andtherewasadivisionamong
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them"...(John9:16).

Whyweretheysayingsuchathing?...Itissimplybecausetheyknewthat,

allthoseprophetsandMinistersofGod,especiallythosebornofJudah

intoJudaism,werethosetoprotectthelawvividly.

ButherecomesthecasewhereatrueJew,thatisJesusChrist(Heb7:13-

14),claimsnottoobeytheSabbaticallaws.Thenifsucharebelliousact

happens,itdefinitelyprovesthat,thatpersonisnotGod-sent.

Theyproclaimedthataseye-witnessesofwhathappenedbeforethem,in-

betweentheirownnakedeyes.Theysawwhattheysaw,andwitnessed

accordingtowhattheysaw.

TheApostlethenwrote,"1Thatwhichwasfrom thebeginning,whichwe

haveheard,whichwehaveseenwithoureyes,whichwehavelookedupon,

andourhandshavehandled,oftheWordoflife;2Forthelifewas

manifested,andwehaveseenit,andbearwitness,andshewuntoyouthat

eternallife,whichwaswiththeFather,andwasmanifesteduntous;3That

whichwehaveseenandhearddeclareweuntoyou,thatyealsomayhave

fellowshipwithus:andtrulyourfellowshipiswiththeFather,andwithhis

SonJesusChrist"...(1John1:1-3).

Soeye-witnesseventswerehighlyrecognizedevenamongsttheBible

authors.

Sotellme,whocanbeabigliartosayChristobservedtheSabbaths?...isit

youwhodidnotseewhathappenedorthePharaseeswhosaw

everything?...Please,besincere.

DoesthismakeChristasinner?

SomeProtestantssuggestthatifindeedoneacceptsthewordsofthe

PhariseesinJohn9:16tobetrueaboutChrist,thendefinitely,wehave

acceptedittothefactthatChristsinned...No,thatisn'tthecase.

JesusChristwasGodmanifestintheflesh(1Tm 3:15-16),andcommitted

nosin(1Pt2:21-23).WearenotrewardingthePhariseesforsayingthat



TheSabbaths,shouldweobserve?

24

ChristwasnotobservingSabbaths.ThePhariseesdidnotplantolieabout

Christ,forthepurposeofcallinghim asinner,inthiscontext.Butthatwas

atestimonyofwhattheysaw.

TheSinailawgaveroom forconstructivecriticisms.Two(2)orthree(3)

witnesseswereatleast,tobeusedtocriticizeanyonewhowasgoing

contrarytothelaw(Hb10:28).Suchpersonwhohadgonecontraryhadto

diewithoutunderminingthelistedprocedures(Nm 15:30-31,Dt17:6).

SoeveniftheyplannedtokillChrist(Mt12:14),theevidencesthatmaycall

forthedeathofChristhadtohappenbeforetheothers,toalsotestifyand

proveChristwrong...Theyneededconcreteevidences.

NooneshouldmistakenlytaketheactionsofthePhariseestobealways

wrongaboutChrist,oralwaysright,becausetheyweredoingthatto

protecttheSinailaw,likePaul(Acts9:1-6).Andtheevidenceshadtobe

provenbeforethepriestsandtheScribes.

OnecannotsaythatwesupportthePharisees,orthePhariseeswere

sayingthatjusttolureChristtoHisdeath,accordingtoJohn9:16.

(d)WhichcommandmentswerekeptbyChrist?

Thisisverysurprisingthat,outofthe613lawsorcommandments(248

positivecommandmentsand365negativecommandments),the

Protestantsarelimitedtoonlythe10commandmentsandevenstuckto

theSabbaths.Whenyouapproachanyofthem andaskthem whythey

don'tperform animalsacrificesaspartofthesacrificiallaws,orwhythey

wearclothesofdifferentcolorsorwhytheydomixedcropping,theywilltell

youthat,"Christhastakensuchthingsawayfrom thelaw."Thequestionis,

whyonlysuchlawsandnottheSabbaticallawstoo,whichareallpartof

the613laws?...Brethren,isthebloodofChristlimitedtosaveordoaway

withonlysomespecifiedlaws,andnotall?...Veryfunny;thebloodofChrist

speaksforusall(Hb11:24),andhasredeemedusfrom alltheselaws

whichwereagainsthumanity(Col2:14).
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ThebasisofJudaism istheSabbaths;soitisnotnewstoalwaysseethe

JewsdefendingtheSabbaths,insteadofdefendingthecrossofChrist.But

theyshouldunderstandthat,pickinguponlytheSabbathsoutofthe613

laws,doesnotmakethem thetruekeepersofthelaws(James2:10-13).

JesusChristkeptthesociallaws,whichweretobeusedineach

communityinIsrael.JesusChristwasnotsenttocontributetotheSinai

laws,butinordertopersuadetheJewstobelieveinHim astheSonofGod,

headjustedHimselftothereligiouslawsdependingontheseveral

occasions.Itisnotappropriatetomakethestatementthat,"Christcameto

abidebytheSinailaws."SimplybecauseHedidnotcometostipulateto

HisfollowersthatsameSinailaw...thenwhatwouldbetheessenceof

ChristrevealingHimselfintheflesh?Christdidnotjustcometodieand

saveusfrom sins,butHewastoestablishwithusHiscommandments(Jn

14:15,Jn15:10),whicharenotdifficulttogobythem (1Jn5:2-3).

ChristdidnotobeytheSabbaticallaws.MostBibleStudentsmayargue

whyChristkepttheothercommandmentstorejecttheSabbaths.They

basetheirargumentonJohn15:10,whereChristsaidtoHisdisciples,"If

yekeepmycommandments,yeshallabideinmylove;evenasIhavekept

myFather'scommandments,andabideinhislove."

Thisisverysimple.TheFather'scommandmentshereisnotinreferenceto

theSabbaths.Itcutsacrossallthe613lawsgiventoIsrael.Onecannot

proveChristtobelawless,becauseHekeptmanylawsinIsrael,aswellas

thesocialandcivillawswhichwereevengivenbytheRomansandthe

JewsinthelandofPalestine.SofarastheparentsofChristperformedthe

purificationlawforChrist(Luke2:22-24)asinstitutedinthelaw(Lev12:1-8)

between1,440and1,400B.C.,Christdefinitelyobeyedbymanylawsin

Israel.

ThelawsofIsraelasinstitutedinthePentateuch,wereGod'sdivinerules

andnotfortheIsraelites.Thestatement,"MyFather'scommandments"

makesthestatementclearer.Christdidnotrefertothecommandmentsas

theSinaicommandmentsgiventoIsraelandnotChrist.Thisshowshow
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ChristseparatedtheconscienceoftheJewsfrom howGod'slawsshould

bekept;theJewswerealsoaccusingpeopleintheflesh,butcouldnot

considertheworksoftheSon,aspartoftheTriáda(theGodHimself).

ChristdidnotobservetheSabbathsbecauseHewasalwaysmovingto

workonmanyareas,allthetime(Jn5:17).

So,themoreappropriateterm isthat,"Christcametofulfillthewillofthe

FatherandnottofulfilltheSinaicommandments."It'swritten,"5Wherefore

whenhecomethintotheworld,hesaith,Sacrificeandofferingthou

wouldestnot,butabodyhastthoupreparedme:6Inburntofferingsand

sacrificesforsinthouhasthadnopleasure.,7ThensaidI,Lo,Icome(in

thevolumeofthebookitiswrittenofme,)todothywill,OGod.8Above

whenhesaid,Sacrificeandofferingandburntofferingsandofferingforsin

thouwouldestnot,neitherhadstpleasuretherein;whichareofferedbythe

law;9Thensaidhe,Lo,Icometodothywill,OGod.Hetakethawaythe

first,thathemayestablishthesecond.10Bythewhichwillweare

sanctifiedthroughtheofferingofthebodyofJesusChristoncefor

all"...(Hebrews10:5-10).

(e)DidChristbreakanySabbath?

ItisnotareliableevidencetosimplysaythatChristbroketheSabbaths.
AlthoughHedidnotobservethem (Jn9:16),butHedidnotpreventthe
Israelitesfrom observingthem,exceptHisApostleswhowerealwayswith
Him inHisministry.

Noteherethat,ChristdidnotbreaktheSabbaths,butHecorrectedthe
observors,especiallythePharisees.ChristwasviewingtheSabbathsinthe
SpiriteitherthanthewaytheJewswereconsideringthethingsoftheflesh.

Theword"break"inGreek,inthiscontextis"diakopí,"whichmeans"an
interruptionofcontinuityoruniformity."Sowecanseethat,evenafterthe
deathofChrist,theSabbathswerestillworkingfortheJews,untillthen
Christrevealedthetruthtothem torejecttheSabbaths(Col2:14-17).But
theideaoftheJewsbehindtheactionsofChristwasthat,Christwasin
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onewayortheotherdisregardingtheSabbaths.

OnecansimplysaythatHebrokeit,becauseHeworkedontheSabbaths
(John5:17),andthelawsays"nolabororworkontheSabbaths"(Ex20:8-
11):ChristdidnotconsidertheSabbathsinHisministryinPalestine,soHe
didnotregardanydaytodedicateittorest.Heworkedallthetime,asseen
inMatthew9:37-38.

TheBiblethereforeinsiststhat,ChristdidnotbreaktheSabbaths.Ifso,
thenweacceptittothefactthat,ChristalsoobservedtheSabbaths.This
isbecause,thosewhoweresupposedtocelebratetheSabbaths,butwent
contrarytothem,werethosewhobroketheSabbaths(Nm 15:32-36).
Christ'smissionandconceptsoftheSabbaths,arecomparedtothatofthe
Gentiles;theGentileshadnoSabbaticallawandtherefore,werenotguilty
orheldresponsibleforbreakingtheSabbaths...Christwasbeyondthe
Sabbaths.

(f)DidChristdestroytheSabbaths?
TheworddestroyinGreekin"katastréfo,"meaning"toputanendtothe
existenceof(something)bydamagingorattackingit."TheSabbathsdid
notholdinChristianity,butwereeffectiveintheperiodofJesusChrist.The
intentionofChristwastoliberatetheSabbaths;theGreekphrasemeant
that,"ChristósapeleftheroménioSávvata,"meaningthat,"Christliberated
theSabbaths."Christdemonstratedtothepeoplefreedom from the
traditionalideasoftheJewsabouttheSabbaths.TheSabbathsweretruly
liberatedinChristianity.[Muchwillbegiventoexplainthis]

Now,let'ssummarizetheeventsthattookplaceinMatthew12:1-14,Mark
3:1-6,andJohn5:6-18;theintentionofChristtoliberatetheSabbathsfor
ourDispensation:

(i)Matthew12:1-14;

Begantopluckearsofgrain:ThelegalisticPhariseeswerenotaccusing
thedisciplesofstealingthegrain.UndertheSinailaw,onehadarightto
pluckthegrainfrom another’sfieldwhentraveling,thoughhecouldnotput
asickletothecrop(Dt23:25).TheywereaccusingJesusandthe
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disciplesofbreakingtheirtraditionallawssurroundingtheSabbathby
doingthemeagerworkofpluckingoutthegrainontheSabbath.Jesus
andthediscipleswereviolatingoneofthenumerouslawsthePharisees
hadboundasaresultofthetraditionsofthefathersinorderthatthe
Sabbathbekept(Ex20:10,Ex36:2,3,Nm 15:32-36).

WhatDaviddid(1Sm 21:1-7):WhatDaviddidwasactuallyagainstlesser
legalitiesofthelaw,foronlythepriestsweretoeatoftheshowbread(Ex
25:30,Lv24:5-9,Nm 28:9,10,1Sm 21:6).ThoughDavid’sactionswere
technicallyunlawfulaccordingtothelawthatforbadeanyoneeatingthe
showbreadotherthanthepriests,therewasahigherlawofGodthat
supersededtheoriginallaw.ThathigherlawwasthepreservationofDavid,
God’sanointed.ThePhariseesrecognizedthis.However,theyjustified
David’sactionswhileatthesametimecomplainedthatJesusandthe
discipleswerebreakingthelawoftheSabbath.Jesuspointedouttheir
inconsistentapplicationofthelaw,thoughinthiscontextJesusandthe
disciplesdidnotviolateanySinailaw.TheyviolatedthePharisees’
restrictionssurroundingtheSabbathlaw.

Priests...breaktheSabbath:Thepriestshadtoworkinviolationof
Sabbathlawsinordertopreparesacrificesforthepeople(Nm 28:9,10).
However,theywereblamelessbecausetheirGod-ordainedworktoprepare
sacrificesforthepeoplesupersededthelawtorestontheSabbath.

Onegreaterthanthetemple:Seeverses41,42,Isaiah66:1,2.Jesuswas
moregloriousthanthetemplethattheJewshonoredaboveallthingson
earth(SeetheprophecyofHg2:7-9,2Ch6:18,Ml3:1,Hb3:3).

Idesiremercyandnotsacrifice:SacrificewasalawofGod.However,
mercywasahigherlawofGod.ThePhariseesintheirlegalunderstanding
andapplicationoflawcouldnotunderstandthisprincipleconcerningthe
lawsofGod(Hos6:6,Mic6:6-8).Jesushereattacksthejudgmental
attitudesofthePhariseesthatmotivatedthem tocriticizethepluckingof
thegrain.

LordoftheSabbath: TheOnewhowasintheirmidstwastheOnewho
hadauthorityovertheSabbath.JesuswasofthetriuneGodwhoinstituted
theSabbath.MarkrecordsthatJesussaidthattheSabbathwasmadefor
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man(Mk2:27).TheSabbathwasmadeforthebenefitofman,foronthe
Sabbathmenweretorestfrom theirlabors(Ex20:11).ThePharisees
thoughtthatmanwasmadefortheSabbath.Inotherwords,theybelieved
thatGodmadetheSabbathaholydayofworshipinorderthatmenrenew
theirspirituallifeandworshiptoGodonthisday.However,Godintendedit
tobeadayofrestforman(Ex20:10,11).Itwasthusalawthatwas
establishedforthephysicalwell-beingofman(Mk2:27,28).Inreferenceto
thenationofIsrael,theSabbathwasgiventonationalIsraelasasign
betweenGodandthenationofIsrael.WhentheSinailawwasabolished,
theSabbathlawwasalsotakenaway(Cl2:16).

Theeventsrecordedin12:9,10tookplaceonanotherSabbaththantheone
inthepreviousverses.

Handhadwithered:ThelegalisticPhariseesareheremoreconcernedover
theviolationoftheirSabbathlawsthanthehealingofthisman.Such
manifeststhehypocrisyofreligionthatisbasedonanoutward
manifestationofalegalpresentationofreligiositywithoutconcentrationon
theheartforspiritualchange.

TheyaskedHim:ThePhariseeshereseekanotheropportunitytoaccuse
JesusofviolatingtheirlawsoftheSabbath.Theydosuchinorderto
accuseHim beforethepeoplethatHeviolatesthelaw.

In12:11,12,MarkrecordsthatatthistimeJesuswasgrievedbecauseof
theirhardenedhearts(Mk3:5).ItseemsthattheydidnotdoubtthatJesus
couldmiraculouslyhealthewitheredhand.TheywantedtoseeifHe
woulddosuchontheSabbath.IfHedidsuchworkontheSabbath,then
theycouldaccuseHim ofworkingagainsttheirlawsoftheSabbath.The
realconflicthereisbetweenthelegalandearthlyinterestofthePharisees
asopposedtothehumaninterestsofJesus.Jesuspointedoutthatifthe
Pharisees’materialinterestswereindangerontheSabbath,theywoulddo
whatwasnecessarytorescueasheep.However,theywereherecriticalof
JesusbecauseofHishumaninterestsinhealingontheSabbath.

Isitlawful:Byaskingaquestioninordertoanswertheirargument,Jesus
wassayingthatitwasalwaysrighttodogood(Gl6:10).Itwassimplyright
todogoodontheSabbathinreferencetohumaninterestsbecausemen
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aremoreimportantthansheep.

(ii)John5:6-18;
ItistheSabbath:ItwasnotcoincidentalthatJesuswenttothepoolof
BethsedatohealthismanontheSabbath.Hemayhaveworkedthis
healingontheSabbathinordertogenerateacontroversywiththeJewish
leaderswhohadburdenedthepeoplewithnumerousSabbathlawsthat
werenotapartoftheSinailaw.

Itisnotlawfulforyoutocarryyourbed:Thecrippledmanwasnot
violatinganySinailawconcerningtheSabbath.Hewasviolatingthelaws
oftheJewishreligiousleaderswhohadboundreligioustraditionsand
interpretationsofthelawonthepeoplewhereGodhadnotbound
(CompareJr17:1927withNe13:15-22;seeEx33:13,14;Nm 15:35).This
manwasnotcarryinghisbedtobesoldforfinancialgain,norwashe
carryingitforcommercialreasons.Hewassimplysecuringhisown
propertyasthePhariseeswouldhavedoneinreferencetorescuingoneof
theiranimals(Ex20:10;Ne13:19;Jr17:21).

InordertoenforcethekeepingoftheSabbath,thereligiousleaders
throughoutJewishhistoryhadinitiatedvariousrulesandregulationsin
referencetotheSabbath.Theydidthisinorderthattheoriginallawofthe
Sabbathrestbekept.AtthetimeJesuscame,theiremphasiswasmore
onkeepingtheirtraditionalrulesconcerningtheSabbaththanonthe
originalpurposeoftheSabbath.Theirfanaticism withtheirrulesand
regulationsconcerningtheSabbathisheremanifestedbytheirlackof
concernforthehealedman.

Thecrippledmanmadeacorrectassumptionhereconcerninghis
instructiontotakeuphisbedandgo.IfJesuscouldheal,thencertainlyHe
couldinterpretthelawinordertocommandthemantotakeuphisbedon
theSabbathandgo.Thehealedmanthusfeltassuredthathecoulddo
suchontheSabbathwithoutviolatinganylawofGod.However,the
enemiesofJesuswerenotconcernedwiththehealingofthecrippledman,
thoughtheyhadcertainlyknownhim.Theyweremoreconcernedoverthe
violationoftheirSabbathtraditionsthanoverthehealingofthismanwho
hadbeencrippledforthirty-eightyears.
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Fatherisworkinguntilnow:Thoughtheworkofcreationceasedinthe
beginning(Gn2:2,Hb4:4),theFathercontinuedtoworkinHiscreation.
TheworldwasnotcreatedbyaGodwholeftitalone,andthenwenttothe
farcornersoftheuniverse.NeithertheFather,SonnorHolySpirithave
ceasedtoworkamongmeninordertobringabouttheplanofredemption.
InthecontextoftheSabbathcontroversythatwasgoingonhere,boththe
FatherandtheSonwereworking.Andinthecaseofthecrippledman,the
SonwasworkingforthepurposeoftakingHimselftothecross.Inother
words,thereweregreaterthingsworkinginthiscasethanthehealingofa
crippledmanontheSabbath.Whenunderstandingthemiraculousworkof
God,therefore,wemustalwaysunderstandthatsomethinggreaterthan
themiraclemustberealized.WhatmustberealizedisGodwhoisthe
causeofthemiracle.HeistheOneonwhom allourthinkingmustbe
focused.Heisstillworkingtodayinordertobringaboutthereasonfor
whichtheworldwascreated.

BreakingtheSabbath:JesusdidnotbreakanySinailawsconcerningthe
Sabbath.HebroketheJews’interpretationoftheSabbathandthe
numerouslawstheyhadmadeinconjunctionwiththeSabbath.ButHe
brokenoSabbathlaws.

(iii)Mark3:1-6;

TheycarefullywatchedHim (Lk14:1,Lk20:20):Thereligiousleaderswho

maintainedalegalsystem ofJudaism hadsetthemselvesupas

watchdogsoftheirsystem ofreligioninorderthateveryoneconform to

theiropinionsandtraditions.Theydidsoinordertodiscoverthosewho

wouldnotconform totheinstitutionalidentitymarksoftheirsystem of

religion.Thusonthisoccasion,thePhariseessoughtanoccasiontobring

accusationagainstJesusforviolatingthelawsofJudaism.

Withanger,beinggrievedbythehardnessoftheirhearts:Thehardness

withwhichthePhariseesjudgedotherscausedangerinJesus(Zec7:12).

TheirrejectionofHim andHismessagewascausedbytheirreligious

prejudice.Therefore,itgrievedJesustoseesuchinthemindsandhearts

ofmen.Thosewhohavecreatedareligionaftertheirowndesiresbecome
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hardenedagainsttruth.Onceonehasdeceivedhimselfintobelievingthat

hisself-madereligionistruth,hewillnotacceptanythingthatwould

contradicthis“truth”(2Th2:10-12).

2.Paul(beingaJew):
i)PaulwasagreatJewwhopersecutedtheChurchtoprotecttheLaw
(Acts9:1-6,22:16).

ii)HereturnedtoChristandtaughthisfellowJewsaboutChristianity(Gal

1:13-17).

iii)HeknewhewasaJewbybirth,butherejectedthatforChrist(Gal2:15-

18).

iv)Heusedtobeinthesynagogues,ontheSabbathdaystodirect
peopletoChrist(Acts13:14-15,42-43,17:1-6).

v)Thatwashistechnique(1Co9:21).

3.DidChristfulfilltheSabbaths?...(Mathew5:17-18):

ThisiswhatiswritteninMatthew5:17-18,"17ThinknotthatIam cometo

destroythelaw,ortheprophets:Iam notcometodestroy,buttofulfill.18

ForverilyIsayuntoyou,Tillheavenandearthpass,onejotoronetittle

shallinnowisepassfrom thelaw,tillallbefulfilled."

Meaning;

Destroythelawortheprophets: TheGreekwordtranslated“destroy”here

means“todissolve”or“undo.”Jesusdidnotcometoshowdisrespectto

theSinailaw.Hecametofulfillitspurpose,notviolateitsprinciples.The

fulfillmentofthelawmeanttheendofthelaw.Jesushereshowsthe

stabilityoftheSinailaw.Hedoesnotdothisinordertoindicatethatthe

lawwastocontinue,buttoteachthatthelawwouldendwhenitspurpose

wasfulfilled.Unfortunately,theJewsmisunderstoodthisfact.Theydid

notunderstandthattheauthorityofthelawwastoendinthecomingofthe
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Messiah.Theythoughtthatitwouldneverend.Butitwouldendwhenthe

Messiahcame(Cl2:14-16;Hb10:9).Throughtheprophets,Godstatedthat

thelawwouldchangewhenthecovenantchanged(Jr31:31-33;Hb8:7-13).

TheLaw:ThereferenceherewasnotabouttheSabbathsoranyofthe613

lawsofthePentateuch.Ofcourse,noSabbathismentionedinthistest,so

theargumentsoftheProtestantsdonotholdaccordingtothis.Thelaw

here,referstothe5booksofMoses(from GenesisthroughDeuteronomy).

ChristcametofulfilleveryprophecywrittenaboutHim inallthesebooks,

knownasthePentateuch.MosespredictedthecomingofChristin'Dt

18:15-19,'andBileam too(Nm 24:17).SoChristwastofulfillthem.

TheProphets:ReferenceistoJoshuathroughMalachi.ManyProphets

predictedaboutthebirth,actionsanddeathofJesusChrist.Suchas

Isaiah(Is7:14-16,9:6),Zechariah(Zech3:8,6:12),Jeremiah(Jr23:5),

Ezekiel(Ez34:23,37:24),andDavidinhissongs(Psalm 89:3-4,Acts2-29-

35,Psalm 110:1).Christcametoaccomplishandfulfilthem:

Jot:ThisistheHebrewletteryod,whichisthesmallestletterinthe

Hebrewalphabet.

Tittle:ThisisasmallmarkwhichdistinguishesdifferentHebrewletters.

ProphecyOfTheChrist.

1.HewouldbeadescendantofAbraham throughIsaac(Gn12:3,22:12,18).

*Prophecyfulfiled(Mat1:1-2,18-25,Gal3:16-17).

2.HewouldbebornduringthedaysofRomanrule(Dan2:44,7:13-14).

*Prophecyfulfiled;

i)BornduringthereignofCaesarAugustus(27B.C.-A.D.14;seeLuke2:1-
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7).

i)ReignsinheavenonHisthrone(1Co15:24,Luke21:27,Rev11:15).

3.HewouldbebornofthetribeofJudah(Gn49:10,1Chron5:2,Mic5:2).

*Prophecyfulfiled(Mat1:2,Hb7:13-14).

4.HewillbeoftheseedlineofDavid(2Sam 7:12-17,Isaiah11:1).

*Prophecyfulfiled(Luke1:32).

5.HewouldbeborninBethlehem (Micah5:2).

*Prophecyfulfiled(Mat2:1-2,Luke2:4-7).

6.TherewouldbeaslaughterofbabiessurroundingHisbirth

(Jr31:15).

*ProphecyfulfiledintheperiodofKingHerod(Mat2:1-2,

16-18).

7.HewouldbeasojournerinEgypt(Hosea11:1).

*Prophecyfulfiled(Mat2:13-15).

8.HewouldliveinGalilee(Isaiah9:1-2).

*Prophecyfulfiled(Mat4:12-17).

9.Hewouldhaveaforerunner(Mal3:1,4:5-6).

*ProphecyfulfiledinJohntheBaptist(Luke1:17,Mat11:7-10,14).

10.Hewouldteachbyparables(Psalm78:2)andperform miracles(Isaiah

35:5-6).
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*Prophecyfulfiled;

i)Hetaughtbyparables(Mat13:34-35).

ii)Heperformedmanymiracles(Mat11:4-5,Jn20:30-31,Jn21:25).

11.HewouldmakeatriumphalentryintoJerusalem (Zech9:9,Psalm

118:26,Isaiah

62:11).

*Prophecyfulfiled(Mat21:8-11,Luke19:36-40).

12.Hewouldbebetrayedfor30piecesofSilver(Zech11:12-13).

*ProphecyfulfiledthroughJudasIscariot(Mat26:14-16).

13.Hewouldbemocked(Psalm 22:6-8),whipped(Isaiah50:6),crucified

withmalefactors(Isaiah53:9-12),pierced(Zech12:10)andgivengalto

drink(Psalm 69:20-21).

*Prophecyfulfiled;Christwas...

i)mockedbythepeopleandtheChiefpriests(Mat27:39-44).

ii)whippedandslapped(Jn19:1,Mat26:67-68).

iii)crucifiedwiththetwocriminalsorevildoers,themalefactors(Mark
15:27-28,Luke22:37,Jn19:18).

iv)piercedafterdeathonthecross(Jn19:32-37).

v)givengaltodrinkwhenHewasthirsty(Mat27:33-34,48),etc.

ChristexplainedvividlyMatthew5:17-18.
WhenChristspokeofthelawandtheprophetsthatwouldnotpass
away,unlesstheybecomefullyfulfilled,Hedeliberatelylefttheverses

bare,anddidnotgivemuchelaborationsonthem.Theverseswere

leftuntouchedforsomeyears,tilltheywereexplainedbyJesus
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HimselfafterHisresurrection.So,wecannowtestifytothereasons

fortheargumentthatrosefrom theJews,evenamongstthe12

ApostlesofChrist;thatiswhyevenmostChristianstodaydonotstill

understandtheverses...butChristjustifiedHimself,beforeHis

ascension(Eph4:7-10):

Luke24:44-48;"44Andhesaiduntothem,Thesearethewordswhich
Ispakeuntoyou,whileIwasyetwithyou,thatallthingsmustbe
fulfilled,whichwerewritteninthelawofMoses,andintheprophets,
andinthepsalms,concerningme.45Thenopenedhetheir
understanding,thattheymightunderstandtheScriptures,46And
saiduntothem,Thusitiswritten,andthusitbehoovedChristto
suffer,andtorisefrom thedeadthethirdday:47Andthat
repentanceandremissionofsinsshouldbepreachedinhisname
amongallnations,beginningatJerusalem.48Andyearewitnesses
ofthesethings."

Ithinkthisisselfexplanatory.ThelawofMosesemphasizedhereis
whatisreferedtousthebookoflaworPentateuch.Whichmeans

thattheChameeshaChoomsheyTorah(from Genesisthrough

Deuteronomy)hadcertainpropheciesaboutChristthatneededtobe
fulfilledwhileHewasliving,asindicatedinDeuteronomy18:15-19
andNumbers24:17.

InJohn1:45andActs13:29,itisvividlyconfirmedthatMoseswrote
somepropheciesaboutChrist,whichneededtobefulfilled.

4.(Hebrews4:1-12);Therestthatremains[Summarytothe

verses]

Acarefulstudyoftheseversesdoesnotproveanythingthatwehaveto

observetheSabbathdays.Tosummarizeeverything,theversesshowthat,

theIsraeliteswerepromisedwithCanaan(Gn12:7,17:8,Gn35:12),and

wereledbyJoshua(Josh21:43-45),butitcouldnotofferthem theeternal

peaceandrest(Hb4:8).Similarly,Christianshavebeenpromisedwith
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Heaven(2Pt3:13,2Co5:2)andChrististoleadustotheplace(Jn14:1-2).

Sothewholeversesshowthattheeternityofpeaceisassuredonlyin

Heaven(Hb11:13-16).

Let'sgrouptheversesandexplainthem;

(vrs1-2);SpeaksofHeavenasthePromisedLandforChristians,
becausewehaveheardthegospelofChrist(1Co15:1-7).

(vrs3-5);Theverse3doesnotmentiontheword"Sabbath,"whichmeans

"adayofrest,"butitusestheword"rest"whichmeans"Sabbath."Simply,

GodsworeinHiswraththatthedisobedient(theIsraelites...Hb3:16-19),

aswritenin'Psalm 95:11'andwellexplainedinHb3:11-12,wouldnot

enterHisrest.

Theverses4and5provethatGodhadtheSabbathday(Gn2:1-3,Ex
20:11).ButGodinsistedthat"Norestwouldbegiventomankindagain
onthisearth."

Readingcriticalythe5thverse,showsthattheword'shall'asafuture

tensehasbeenused;itcondemnsallthosethingstocome,thatthe

Sabbathdaysshouldnotbeobserved(Col2:16-20).

(vrs6-7);TheseversesshowthatGodcallsforallmankindtopartakein

theheavenlyrest.HeurgesusthatweshouldnotdisobeyHim asdidthe

Israelites(Lev18:25,28,Ezek36:17-19).

(vrs8-10);ThesetestsindicatethatJoshualedIsraeltoCanaan(Dt31:7),
buttheeternityofrestcouldnotsucceedfrom that,asprovedbytheleader
himself(Josh22:4).

Noteagainherethat,the9thversedoesnotordaintheobservanceofthe

Sabbaths.Itrathercancelsitfrom existing.Hence,everythingprovesthat

therestwhichremainsreferstotheNewHeavenandEarththatisyetto

come(2Pt3:13).ItisforthisfinalheavenlyrestthatChristianshope(Hb
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6:18-20,Rm 8:24-25).

(vrs11-12);TheseversesadviseallChristianstodiligentlyenterthe

heavenlyrest,andmustnotbedisobedient.Also,theymotivateall

believerstohopethateverypromisemadetothem canbefulfiled,asit

happenedintheperiodofJoshua,throughChrist(Hb4:13-16).

5.(Isaiah65:17-18andIsaiah66:22-23),therestinHeaven.

(Isaiah65:17-18);"17For,behold,Icreatenewheavensandanewearth:

andtheformershallnotberemembered,norcomeintomind.18Butbe

yegladandrejoiceforeverinthatwhichIcreate:for,behold,Icreate

Jerusalem arejoicing,andherpeopleajoy."

Meaning;

TheOldJerusalem referstothecityofIsrael,itwashighlyrespectedby

ChristandtheJews(Mat5:35).Godsetittobeinthemidstofnations

andthecountriesallaroundit(Ezek5:5);itwassobeautiful(Psalm 48:1-

2).ButitwasdestroyedinA.D70(Mat24:1-22).

Here,GodusedthenameNewJerusalem toshow thatthelostcityof

Israelcanstillberestored.Butthistime,itwouldnotexistonthisEarth,

itwouldbethehomeofGodAlmighty,theHeaven,intheSpiritualrealm.

Hence,thesetestsgiveanultimatepromisethattherighteousshallbe

takentoHeaven(Rm 8:23).Thetestsmeanthattherighteousshallrest

inHeaven(Rev14:13),theyshallbeinpeace(Isaiah57:2).

(Isaiah66:22-24);"22Forasthenewheavensandthenewearth,whichI

willmake,shallremainbeforeme,saiththeLORD,soshallyourseed

andyournameremain.23Anditshallcometopass,thatfrom onenew

moontoanother,andfrom onesabbathtoanother,shallallfleshcome

toworshipbeforeme,saiththeLORD.

24Andtheyshallgoforth,andlookuponthecarcasesofthementhat

havetransgressedagainstme:fortheirworm shallnotdie,neithershall
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theirfirebequenched;andtheyshallbeanabhorringuntoallflesh."

Meaning;

Thesetestsdonotproveanythingsodifferentfrom whatwehave

discussedabove.Thefactis,itdoesnotmeanChristianswouldobserve

theSabbathsinHeaven,basedonthetests.

ThoseofthenewJerusalem,thenewheavensandnewearth,will
continuallyworshipbeforeGod(Rm 12:1,2).Worshipwillnolongerbe
confinedtoaspecificdayoftheweek.Itwillbedaily,from Sabbathto
Sabbath(Acts5:42).Thosewhowouldbecastoutarethosewhorefuseto
obeythegospel(Mk9:48).Thesewouldjudgethemselvescondemned
becausetheyrejectedthewordofJesus(Jn12:48).Thefigureofthe
condemnationofthewickedistakenfrom theValleyofHinnom (Gehenna)
wherethebodiesof185,000deadAssyrianswereburned.Thishistorical
eventestablishedtheliteralandrealimageuponwhichtheJews
envisionedthehelltocome.Thiswillbetheendofthewickedandtheir
consumptioninfireasthebodiesintheValleyofHinnom (Mt25:4,2Th
1:6-9).Buttheendofthosewhoareobedienttothegospelwillbeeternal
lifeinthepresenceofGod(Mt25:46).Isaiahconcludeswithavisionofthe
ageonearthwhentheSonofManwouldreignfrom heaven,whichreignis
takingplaceatthistime.ThiserabeganwiththeascensionofJesustothe
righthandofGod.ItwillconcludewhenHecomesagain.TheJewswere
thusleftavisionthatencouragedhopeforthefuture.InthevisionofJohn
theApostle,144,000Israeliteswouldbesaved;12,000citizensfrom each
ofthe12tribes(Revelation7:4-8).

ThewordSabbathasusedinthe23rdversemeansRest.InHeaven,we

would

notworktorest,undernormalcircumstances.Asthejudgmentdayis
unknown(Mrk13:32),soasitwouldbeinHeaven;therestingdateis
infinite.

6.(Romans7:7-13),thelawthatwasholy.
Theversesshowsomethingsimplehere.Theygiveanideathat,sinleads
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onetothelaw,andthelawleadsonetosin;itisthelawwhichcriticizes

evildoers.So,thismeansthat,withoutthelaw,sincannotbedetected,and

hencethelawbecomessomethinggoodthisway.

Whentherewasnolaw,onewouldnotbeawareoftheintensityofthesin

ofhislife.Wherethereisnolaw,thereisnoviolationoflaw (Rm 4:15).

Withoutthepresenceofthewrittenlaw,oneisdeceivedintothinkingthat

hislifeisrightwithGod.

InJohn15:22,Christsaid,"IfIhadnotcomeandspokentothem,they

wouldhavenosinbutnowtheyhavenoexcusefortheirsin"...verysimple.

TheSinailawwasmadetoputIsraelawayfrom sin.Thosewhoheardthe

lawbutviolatedithadnoexuse,becauseitwasgoodandholybyitself.

Inthesameway,wecannotescapefrom thelaw ofChrist(1Co9:21),

becausewehavealsoheardit(Rm 10:17,1Jn1:1-4).Ifweobeytheword,

itshouldbecomeholytous(1Pt2:2,1:15-16).

Hence,thetestsdonotshowthatthefour(4)Sabbathsastheywere

partofthe613lawsofIsrael,andasseenintheten(10)

commandments(Ex20:8-11),shouldbeobservedbyChristians;simply

becausetheyweregood...NO!Itrathermeansthatthelawwasgood

andpure,buttheevilinIsraelcouldnothelpsustainit.Andforthat

reason,Christ'slawcametokeepusholy(Rm 7:1-6,14-25).

(11)THESABBATHSANDCHRISTIANITY.

1)JesusChristhasredeemedHisfollowersfrom theSabbathsandthelaw

(Rm 6:14,Rm 7:6,Acts15:10-11,Gal5:1-4,Eph2:14-16,Rm 8:1-2,2Co

3:6,12-17).

2)ChristianshaveNEW covenantrelationshipwithChrist(Jer31:31-34,Hb

8:7-13).
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3)ChristhasgivenusaNEW law(1Co9:21,1Jn5:3,Jn14:15).

4)ThereisnoneedtoobservetheSabbaths(Col2:16-22,Hb10:1-10,Hb
7:12,18-19,Col2:14,Gal3:10-11,Rm 10:4).

ChristiansNowWorshipOnSundays,ButNotOnSaturdays.
ThisiswhattheBiblespeaksabouttheSunday;

1)ItisthedayaftertheSabbath(Lev23:15,Mat28:1-2,Mrk16:1-2).

2)TheLord'sday(Rev1:10).

3)Jesuswasraisedonthisday(Mrk16:9,Jn20:1,19).

4)ChristiansmeettoworshiponSundays:

i)Togiveoffertory,thecontributionstohelptheSaints(1Co16:1-2).

ii)TopreachandpartakeintheLord'sSupper(Acts20:7,1Co11:20-

29).

Withthese,everythingshowsthattheSabbathsarenomore,and
Christiansneednottoobservethem inChristianity(Gal3:23-26,Col2:14).

ThelawofChrist.

ChristusedtotellthedisciplestoobeyHiscommandments.InJohn14:15,

Christsaidtothem,"Ifyeloveme,keepmycommandments."Herepeated

thesamethinginJohn15:10.Paulalsoconfirmedthelawtothe

Corinthians;"Tothem thatarewithoutlaw,aswithoutlaw,(beingnot

withoutlawtoGod,butunderthelawtoChrist,)thatImightgainthem that

arewithoutlaw)...(1Corinthians9:21).Butwhichcommandments?...let's

see...

Christhasgivenusonlyone(1)commandmentorlaw;LOVE.Itiswrittenin
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Romans13:8-10,"8Owenomananything,buttoloveoneanother:forhe

thatlovethanotherhathfulfilledthelaw.9Forthis,Thoushaltnotcommit

adultery,Thoushaltnotkill,Thoushaltnotsteal,Thoushaltnotbearfalse

witness,Thoushaltnotcovet;andiftherebeanyothercommandment,itis

brieflycomprehendedinthissaying,namely,,Thoushaltlovethyneighbor

asthyself.10Loveworkethnoilltohisneighbor:thereforeloveisthe

fulfillingofthelaw."

Thisisverysimple.ChristiansdonotowenoSabbatariananySabbatical

laws...it'sallaboutLove.PaulwantedtheGalatianstoknowofthe

CommandmentofChrist,sohetoldthem,"13For,brethren,yehavebeen

calleduntoliberty;onlyusenotlibertyforanoccasiontotheflesh,butby

loveserveoneanother.14Forallthelawisfulfilledinoneword,evenin

this;Thoushaltlovethyneighbourasthyself.15Butifyebiteanddevour

oneanother,takeheedthatyebenotconsumedoneof

another"...(Galatians5:13-15).

ThelawofChrist,Love,hasbeencategorizedintotwo(2)mainsections;

1)LovetheLORDyourGod(Mt22:37-38).

2)Loveyourneighbourasyourself(Mt22:39-40).

TheabovedivisionsofLove,astheonlylawofChrist,arenotdifficultatall.

TheApostlethenwrote,"2BythisweknowthatwelovethechildrenofGod,

whenweloveGod,andkeephiscommandments.3Forthisistheloveof

God,thatwekeephiscommandments:andhiscommandmentsarenot

grievous"(1John5:2-3).

Secondly,hesaid,"AndnowIbeseechthee,lady,notasthoughIwrotea

newcommandmentuntothee,butthatwhichwehadfrom thebeginning,

thatweloveoneanother"...(2John1:5).

Lady:Theletterof2Johnisdirectedtotheelectladyandherchildren.It

hasbeendifficulttodeterminetheidentityoftheelectlady.However,John

wrotetoencourageherandherchildrentowalkafterthelovingnatureof

discipleshipandbeobedienttothecommandmentsofJesus.Now,this
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letterisgiventoencourageusalltoliveintheloveofChrist.

A newcommandment:Thecommandmentthattheelectladyhadheard

from thetimeofherconversionwasthecommandmenttoloveasJesus

hadlovedus(Jn13:34-35,Jn15:12,17,1Jn3:11,23,1Jn4:7,11,1Jn2:7,8).

JesusgavethenewcommandmentduringHisministry.However,itisnew

atthetimeoftheconversionofanyindividualwhosubmitsinobedienceto

thegospel(1Jn2:24,3:11).Thisisthecommandmentthatwasgivento

theApostlesofChristtoobey(Acts1:2).

ThisisthelawofChrist(LOVE);nothingmore,nothingless...Let'stryto

keepit(2John1:6).

TheNewTestamentCommandmentsthatSupportLove(Thenine

CommandmentsofChrist).

LoveistheOnlycommandthatgivesbirthtoninecommandmentsof

Christ,intheNewTestamenteraofworship.MostChristianskeepon

asking,"Haveallthe10commandmentspassedaway?"Thisisthetimeto

silencetheProtestantsfortheirinferiorcommentsonthis.The10

commandmentshaveallfadedoff.InordertosustaintheLOVEastheonly

lawforChristians,Christcameoutwithsomenine(9)otherlawstoconfirm

theloveofeveryChristian.Ifonetrulyloves(1Jn4:20),hemustconform

totheseninelaws:

1.WorshiponeGod:(Mt4:10,Acts14:15,Acts17:23-28,1Co8:5-6,Rv

22:9).

2.DonotworshipIdols:(Acts14:15,Acts15:20,Acts17:29,Rm 1:20-25,1

Co8:4-6,1Co10:7,1Jn5:21).

3.Donotswear:(Mt5:34,Mt12:36,Eph4:29,Col3:8,James5:12).

4.KeeptheSabbath:???(ItisnotseenanywherethatChristiansshould

observeit).

5.Obeyparents:(Eph6:1-3,Col3:20,1Tm 5:8).

6.Donothate:(Mt5:21-22,38-39,Rm 13:9,1Pt4:15,1Jn3:15).
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7.Donotlust:(Mt5:27-28,Mt19:8-9,1Co6:9,Gal5:19).

8.Donotsteal:(1Co6:10,Eph.4:28,2Thes3:10-12,1Pt4:15).

9.Donotlie:(Eph4:25,Col3:9,Rv21:8,Rv22:15).

10.Donotcovet:(Lk12:15,1Co5:11,Eph5:3,Col3:5).

WhydidChristdirectpeopletoobeytheOldTestamentlaw?
Itisverysadtohearfrom theProtestantsthat,Christevendirectedsome

peopletogobacktothelawofMoses,forsalvation.

TheeventthattookplacebetweenChristandtheRichman,accordingto

Matthew19:16-23,wasaclearscenariototellthepeopleofJudaism that,

Christtaughtthemanhowtobecomeperfectasideeverythingheobeyed

inthelaw.ChristremindedthemantoreflectonthelawofMoses,from

whichtheythoughttheycouldbeperfect.Inordertomakethemanperfect,

Christshowedhim adifferentthing,apartfrom the613laws.WhatChrist

demonstratedinthe21th,22ndand23rdverseswasthelawoflove;

withoutlove,thereisnowayarichmancansellhiswealthtocareforthe

poor(1Co13:1-3).

ThissameeventisrecordedinMark10:17-22andLuke18:18-23;Christ

toldthemanhewaslackinginonemorething.Ifthelawcouldkeephim

perfect,thenhewouldn'thavecometoChrist,uponallwhatheknewand

haveobeyedinthelaw.Notethat,Christneverdirectedanyonetoobeythe

Sabbaths,butthereferencetherewastotheentirelaw.Ifitwasthe10

commandments,whydidChristrefertothemanonly6or7commandsout

ofthe10commandments?...thatisfallacious.

InLuke17:11-19,5:14,wecanseethat,Christaskedsomeleperstoshow

theirselvestothepriests.Afteraleperwascleansedofhisdisease,he

wastopresenthimselftoapriestinordertoreceiveconfirmationthathe

wasclean.Andsuchactwaswritteninthelaw(Lv13:1-6,45-49,Lv14:1-32).

Thismeansthat,Christdidnotaskanyonetogobacktoobservethe

Sabbaths,butHejustpromptedthem todoasthelawdemands.Inthat

period,Christ'slawwasnotwellestablishedbecause,Christianityhadnot
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yetstarted.

ThesuperiorityofChrist'slaw,thelawofliberty.

 Itwasestablishedwithallbelieversinallnationsthroughoutthe

world(Mt28:19,Mk16:15).

 ItwasdedicatedbythebloodofJesus(1Co5:7,Hb10:10,19,20).

 Jesusisitseternaloffering(Hb9:28).

 Jesusisitshighpriest(Hb8:1;9:11).

 Itcompletelysaves(Hb7:25).

 Itprovidesjustificationbygrace(1Co6:11).

 Itiswrittenontheheartsofpeople(Hb8:10).

 Itcontainsspiritualordinances(Jn4:23,24;6:63).

 ItwasordainedbytheSonofGod(Hb2:1-4).

 Itwillbethestandardofjudgmentforpeopletoday(Jn12:48).

SECTIONB:COVENANT,LAW ANDSIGN.

ItissometimesbettertotreatSabbathsalongsidewithespeciallythe

covenantandlaw.Thatiswhyweneedtotreatthissectionassuch.

(1)DEFINITIONOFKEYTERMS:

1.Covenant:Theterm "covenant"(diathekeinGreek)referstoanalliance

orstandingcontractbetweentwoparties.Thisisthemakingofastanding

agreementbetweentwopartieswhoseekacommongoalforthe

establishmentoftheCovenant.
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2.Law:Theterm "law"intheBiblereferstoacodeofethics,moralsor

ceremoniesthatGodhascommandedmentoobserveinordertobein

compliancewiththeCovenantsHeestablisheswithHispeople.God'slaws

thataregiventoHispeoplecanbeeithernegativeorpositive.

Anegativelaw(365lawsinthePentateuch)wouldbealawwherein

Godtellsmansomethingthatheshouldnotdo.Thecommandment,"You

willnotsteal"isanegativelaw(Ex20:15).Withinthelawistheinstruction

ofwhatmanshouldnotdo.

Apositivelaw(248lawsinthePentateuch)isacommandmentthat

GodtellsHispeopletodo."Takecareoforphansandwidows"isapositive

law(James1:27).Withinthelawthereisanaffirmationofwhatmustbe

done.BoththeOldTestamentandNewTestamentcontainmanylawsthat

Godhasgiventothosewithwhom Hehasestablishedacovenant.

3.Sign:Theterm "Sign"intheBiblereferstoavisibleindication,oran

object,quality,oreventwhosepresenceoroccurrenceindicatesthe

probablepresenceoroccurrenceofofsomethingelse.GodgaveSignsto

Hispeopleafterthelawshavebeengiven,forindication.

Covenant Law Sign

Otherterminologiestoconsider

1)Command:Anorderthatshouldbeobeyedortotellsomeoneofficially

todosomething,especiallyifyouareamilitaryleader.Thisisreferredtoas

"entolí"inGreekwhichshows"anauthoritativeorder."Example;Christsaid

toSaul,"Getupandgointothecity"...(Acts9:6).

2)Commandments:Oneoftheten(10)rulesgivenbyGodintheBiblethat

tellspeoplehowtheymustbehave.InGreek,itisreferredtoas"entolí"

(plural,entolés),meaning,"adivinerule."Thereare613divinerulesofthe

OldTestament,whicharethelawsofIsrael.Thismeansthat,lawand

commandmentcanbeusedinterchangeably.ExampleofCommandmentis

the8thcommand(outof10commandments,whichwerefirstgivento
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Israel);Donotsteal(Exodus20:15).

(3)Instruction:Adirectionororder.Itcanalsobedefinedasdetailed

informationtellinghowsomethingshouldbedone,operated,orassembled.

TheGreekwordusedhereisthesameasthatofcommandand

commandment,"entolís."

Now,twodifferentdefinitionsaregivenhere;Instructioncanbeanorder

e.g.observetheSabbathandkeepit(Ex20:8).Inthesamevein,howthe

ordershouldbedoneoroperatedisalsoaninstruction.AfterGodgavethe

Sabbathasalaw,command,commandmentororder,HethentaughtIsrael

howitshouldbekeptorcarriedout(Ex20:9-11).

ThisexamplealsoworksintheinstructionofPaultoTimothyin1Timothy

4:13,"TillIcome,giveattendancetoreading,toexhortation,todoctrine."

(2)THEREALDIFFERENCESBETWEENCOVENANTANDLAW.

GodgivesCovenantwithconditionsofLaw.TheCovenantbringsaboutlaw.

IntheOldTestament,GodmadeacovenantwithAdam,Noah,Abraham

andIsrael;inallthesecovenants,Hegavethem laws.

Let'stakeforinstance,theCovenantbetweenGodandIsrael:Godmadea

covenantwithAbraham aboutIsrael(Gn12:7)tomakethem agreatnation

whichwillbeabelovedcountryofGod(Hosea11:1,Psalm 147:19-20).

Again,aboutGod'scovenantwithIsrael,Hemadeacontractwiththem to

takethem outofbondageinEgyptafterthe400/430years(Acts7:6,Ex

12:40-41)andthentakethem toCanaan(Dt34:4).Inordertomakethe

Covenantstrong,thereweresomeconditionsofLaw.

Whenalawisbroken,thewholecovenantisnotbroken,butanyfeeble

attempttoreplenishthelost,canmakethecovenantweak.Whenthe

covenantisbroken,itaffectsthelawsinit;becausethecovenantisthebox

thathousesthewholelaws.Thelawscamebecausetherewasaparticular

covenant.SowhatGodsaidaboutanewcovenant(Jr31:31-33)means

that,whentheOldCovenantisdoneaway,allthelawsthatarefoundwithin
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thatparticularCovenantbecomeineffective.TheOldCovenantcannot

housetheNewlaws,andtheOldlawscannotbeusedtogoverntheNew

Covenant.

Oldcovenant,oldlaw:Newcovenant,newlaw.

(3)THEOLDANDNEW COVENANTS.

Inshort,GodhadacovenantwithAbraham (andhisdescendants)togive

them thepromisedland(Canaan)...(Gn12:7,Dt34:4).Contrary,thatsame

Godhasmadeacovenantwithallmen.HehaspromiseduswithHeaven

(Jn14:1-6).Andforthisnewcovenant,wehaveitwithChrist(Jr31:31-34,

Hb8:7-13).TheCovenantofChristwithallbelieversiscalled;

i)Covenantofpeace(Isaiah37:26).

ii)Everlastingcovenant(Isaiah55:3,Hos2:18).

BetterthingsoftheNewCovenant

 Abetterhope(Hb7:19)

 Abettercovenantrelationship(Hb7:22)

 Betterpromises(Hb8:6)

 Bettersacrifices(Hb9:23)

 Abetterpossession(Hb10:34)

 Abettercountry(Hb11:16)

 Abetterresurrection(Hb11:35)

 Abetterbloodofsprinkling(Hb12:24)

(4)THEOLDANDNEW LAWS.

WewanttoemphasizeherethattheOldlawwasgiventhroughMoses(Jn
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1:17),butourNewlawisfrom ChristHimself(Jn14:15,1Co9:21).

ContrastbetweentheOldandNew.

1.TheSinailaw wasgiventhroughangels(At7:38,53,Gl3:19,Hb2:2),

buttheNewTestamentlaw wasordainedbyJesus,theSonofGod(Hb2:1

-4).

2.Theoldwasgiventoonenation(Ne8:1;9:13,14),butthenew was

giventoallnations(Mk16:15).

3.Theoldwasdedicatedbythebloodofanimals(Hb9:19,20),butthe

new wasdedicatedbythesacrificialbloodoftheSonofGod(Hb

10:19,20;1Pt1:18,19).

4.Theoldhadanimalsacrificesthatcouldnottakeawaysins(Hb10:4),

butthenew hasthesufficientbloodsacrificeoftheSonofGod(Hb

10:10,18).

5.Theoldhadahighpriestofman(Lv1,2),butthenew hastheSonof

Godasahighpriest(Hb8:1;9:11).

6.Theoldhadmanyofferingsforsin(Hb10:1-4),butthenew hasthe

offeringofJesusthatissufficientforalltime(Hb9:28).

7.Theoldhadtheordinanceofcircumcisionoftheflesh(Ep2:11),butthe

newhascircumcisionoftheheart(Rm 2:29).

8.Undertheold,sinswererememberedyearly(Hb10:1-3),butunderthe

new,sinsarerememberednomore(Hb10:17).

9.Theoldwasareignofdeath(Rm 7:524),butthenewgiveslife(Rm

8:1,2).

10.Theoldwaswrittenontablesofstone(2Co3:3-6),butthenewis

writtenontheheartsofmen(Hb8:10).

11.Theoldwasashadowofthegoodthingstocome(Hb10:1),butthe
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newisthesubstance(Hb10:1).

12.Theoldwasunabletopurgetheconscience(Hb9:9),butthenewis

abletopurgetheconscience(Hb9:14).

13.Thegloryoftheoldhaspassedaway(2Co3:7,11),butthegloryof

thenewcontinues(2Co3:11).

(5)THEDIFFERENCESBETWEENTHEOLDTESTAMENTAND

THENEW TESTAMENT.

THEOLDTESTAMENT THENEW TESTAMENT

(1)MoseswastheMediator(Dt5:5) JesusChrististheMediator(Hb

12:24,1Tm 2:5)

(2)Thelawwasgiventhrough

Moses(Jn1:17).

Thelawhasbeengiventhrough

Christ(1Co9:21).

(3)TheOldlawwasgiventoone

nation;Israel(Dt5:1-4).

TheNewlawisgiventoallnations

(Gal3:26-27).

(4)Israelwastheonlybeloved

nationofGod(Hos11:1,Pslam

147:19-20).

Christianityistheonlyspiritualnation

ofGod(1Pt2:9-10,Eph2:19).

(5)TheGentileswererejected(Rm

2:14-16).

TheGentilesareincluded(Rm 9:30-

33,Col3:11,Acts26:23).

(6)TheOldlawwasordainedby

AngelsinthehandsofMoses,the

mediator(Gal3:19,Acts7:53).

TheHolySpiritisthewitnessofthe

Newlaw(Rm 8:16,2Co1:22,Acts

1:4-5).

(7)Manycommandmentswere

given(Ex20:1-17,Dt27:26;Acts

15:10).

Thereisonlyonecommandment

(Rm 13:8-10,Gal5:14).
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(8)ThetestimonyofGod(thelaw)

waswrittenontwotablesorstones

(Ex32:15).

ThetestimonyofChristiswrittenin

ourhearts(Jr31:31,33,Hb8:10).

(9)Israelworshippedaccordingto

theLetter(2Co3:7).

ChristiansworshipinSpiritandTruth

(Jn4:23-24,2Co3:8).

(10)TheLetterkills(2Co3:6). TheSpiritgiveslife(2Co3:6,Rm

7:6).

(11)Thedisobedientdiedwithno

mercyundertwoorthreewitnesses

(Hb10:28).

Thedisobedienthavetofacethe

vengeanceoftheLordHimself(Hb

10:29-31).

(12)TheIsraeliteswerecodemned

intheministration(2Co3:9-10).

NocondemnationforthoseinChrist

(Rm 8:1).

(13)Sacrificeswereperformed

yearly(Hb10:1).

Christ'ssacrificewasonce(Hb

10:10,Hb9:12-14).

(14)Thesacrificeswerebasedon

thefirstbornsonsandfirstfruitsof

allkind(Ex23:19,22:29).

Christisthefirstofallkind(Lk2:22-

23,Col1:15,18).

(15)Afieryserpentofbrasswas

setuponapole,tosaveIsrael(Nm

21:8-9).

Christhasbeenlifteduponacrossto

saveallhumanity(Jn3:14-15,Col

2:14).

(16)Directedbythenation'spriests,

from theLevites(Dt17:9,12).

DirectedbytheHighPriest,from

Judah(Hb7:24-25,Hb7:13-14).

(17)Over22,000Leviteswere

chosentobepriests(Nm 3:39,Hb

7:23)formorethan603,550

Israelites(Nm 1:46).

TheHighPriestisone,andrulesover

allnations(Hb1:1-3,Hb7:24,28).

(18)TheLeviteswerethepriests AllChristiansareachosen
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(Ex19:6,Nm 18:23). generation,aroyalpriesthood(1Pt

2:9-10).

(19)ThereisaVailinthereadingof

theOldTestament(2Co3:13-15).

ThereisnoVailcoveringtheNew

Testament(2Co3:12,16-18).

(20)TheOldTestamentwasgiven

topreservetheheritageofAbraham

(Gn12:1-3,Isaiah41:8).

TheNewTestamentshowsthe

fulfillmentoftheseedinChrist(Gal

3:8,16-18).

(21)Itwasashadowofthegood

thingstocome(Hb10:1).

Itshowstherealthing,whichisthe

bodyofChrist(Col2:16-17).

(22)Itwasatutor,orHeadmaster,

topreservesomeportionsofIsrael

toseeChrist(Mt13:17,Isaiah

49:13,Lk2:15).

ItjustifiesusinChristbyfaith(Gal

3:24-25).

(23)Everythingwrittenwas

purposelytoteachusandgiveus

hope(Rm 15:4).

Itexplainsthingsthathappenedin

theOldTestamentandgivesthem to

usasexamples(1Co10:11,Hb9:9).

(24)Itpavedwayforthecomingof

Christ(Jn5:45-47).

Itfulfillseverythingwrittenabout

Christ(Lk24:44-48,Jn1:45,Acts

13:29).

(25)Therewasaphysical

circumcision(Gn17:9-14,Lv12:3-

4).

Thereisaspiritualcircumcision(of

theheart);baptism (Gal5:2,6;Col2:8

-12,Rm 2:25-29).

(26)Baptism tookplaceinthered

Sea,thecloudwastheSeal(1Co

10:1-2).

Baptism takesplacewhenoneis

immersedinwater(Rm 6:3-4,Col

2:12),andtheHolySpiritistheSeal

(Eph4:30).

(27)ItconsistsofmanyKingsinthe

flesh(Mt1:6-11).

ChrististheonlyKing,intheSpirit

(Jn18:36-37).
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(28)Israelhadthekingdom,and

Jerusalem wassettobetheCity

(Ez5:5).

TheKingdom istheChurchOfChrist

(Col1:12-14,1Tm 3:14-16,Eph3:10,

Rm 16:16),andwedon'tworshipin

Jerusalem forourSalvation(Jn4:19-

22,Gal1:15-17).

(29)ItwasfullofProphets(Hb1:1). TheonlyProphetforallhumanityis

JesusChrist(Hb1:2-3).

(30)Fullofmanyfestivals(Ex23:14

-18)

TheonlyfeastisinChrist(1Co5:8,

Hb13:20);theHolyCommunion(Mt

26:26-30,1Co10:16).

(31)TheOldSignswereRainbow

(Gn9:8-17),Circumcision(Gn17:9-

14),12Stones(Josh4:1-17),Manna

andSabbath(Ex16:33-35;Ez20:9-

12,20).

TheonlySignisthedeathofChrist,

whichhaspermittedustopartakein

theHolyCommunion(Jn6:52-59,1

Co11:23-34).

(32)Canaanwastheonlyhope(Gn

12:7,Acts7:5,Josh21:43-45,

23:14).

Heavenisthebetterhope(Hb11:16).

(6)THEOLDANDNEW SIGNS.

1.ChildbearingwasthesignofGod'scovenantwithAdam andEve(Gn

3:16,1Co11:12,Eccl11:5).

2.RainbowwithNoah(Gn9:8-17).

3.CircumcisionwithAbraham (Gn17:9-14,Gal5:6,Col2:10-12).

4.TwelvestoneswithJoshua(Josh4:1-7).

5.MannaandSabbathstobethesignswithIsrael(Ex16:33-35,Ezek20:9-

12,20).
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6.Butfornow,HehasusedHolyCommuniontobethesignofHis

CovenantwithChristians(Jn6:52-59,Mt26:26-28,1Co11:23-34).

Withthese,weprovethat,everycovenanthasaconditionoflaw,andevery

lawhasasign.Ifthecovenantandthelawaredone,thenthesignwillno

longerbestrengthenedbyGod.

Note:ThetwomainsignsofGodwithIsraelweretheSabbathsand

Circumcision.

(7)FACTSABOUTCIRCUMCISION.

CircumcisionisaninitiationriteforJewishnewbornbabies.Thisusually

takesplaceinaceremonycalledaBrit(orBris)milahwitnessedbyfamily

andcommunitymembers.MilahisHebrewforCovenantofCircumcision.

TheritualisanancientpracticethathasbeencarriedoutbyJewish

parentsformorethan3,000years.Theritualisperformedbyamohel

(circumciser),usuallyanobservantJew,ontheeighthdayafterbirthunless

therearemedicalreasonstopreventithappening.

"Circumcision"inGreekis"peritomí"meaning"theactionorpracticeof

excisingoramputatingtheprepuse(theforeskinonpenises)"

(a)TheOriginofCircumcision.

AccordingtotheBible,GodmadeCircumcisionverygreatamongthe

Israelitestillnow.Thecircumcisionwasorderedtobeperformedtoevery

malebornbabyofIsraelwhoiseight(8)daysold.Thatinvolvedtheuseof

sharpstonestocutoffthefleshforeskinofthemalesexualorgan;any

sharpinstrumentsuchasknifeorbladecouldalsobeused.

ThisishowtheBiblenarratesit;

1)ThecircumcisionwasthesignofGod'scovenantwithAbraham (Gen

17:9-14,Acts7:8).

2)ZipporahthewifeofMosesalsoperformeditonherson(Ex4:24-26).
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3)GodthenaskedMosestocircumcizeeverymalecitizenofIsrael(Lev

12:3-4,Jn7:22).

4)CircumcisionalsotookplaceintheperiodofJoshua(Joshua5:2-8).

5)JohntheBaptistandJesusChristwerealsocircumcized(Lk1:59;Lk

2:21).

(b)Issuesrelatedtocircumcision.

CircumcisionwasthesignbetweenGodandonlyIsrael.NoGentilenation

waspartofthiscircumcisionsign.Goddidn'twantthecircumcized

(Israelites)tominglewiththeuncircumcized(Gentiles)...(Dt18:9-14).Soas

theydidintheirmarriages;theytriednottomarryanyonefrom theGentiles

(Neh10:29-30).

Hence,wewanttoemphasizeherethat,theGentileswerenotcircumcized

andthereforewereuncleanintheeyesofGod.

Theprophetthenwrote,"25Behold,thedayscome,saiththeLORD,thatI

willpunishallthem whicharecircumcisedwiththeuncircumcised;26

Egypt,andJudah,andEdom,andthechildrenofAmmon,andMoab,andall

thatareintheutmostcorners,thatdwellinthewilderness:forallthese

nationsareuncircumcised,andallthehouseofIsraelareuncircumcisedin

theheart"...(Jeremiah9:25-26).

Again,itisproventhatanyGentilewhowantedtobepartofIsraelhadtobe

consecratedwithcircumcision.InExodus12:38andNumbers11:4,wecan

seesomeotherGentileswhomixedwithIsrael.

WhensomeEgyptiansrealizedthattherewasonlyoneGodofall,this

statementpossiblyincludedsomeofthesebelievingEgyptianswhojoined

theexodus.Thisnumbercouldhavealsoincludedotherforeignslaves

whodecidedtojointheexodustofreedom.Unfortunately,someofthese

peopleeventuallybecameasnaretotheIsraelites.

TheforeignslavesandsomeEgyptianswerefullyacceptedasIsraelites
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onlythroughCircumcision.Thatis,onlyCircumcisionpermittedthe

servantsinIsraeltopartakeintheobservanceofthePassover(Exodus

12:44).JoshuacircumcizedallthoseEgyptians,tobefullyacceptedas

Israelites(Joshua5:2-5).

(c)TheNewTestamentChurchandtheCircumcision.

UnlikeintheOldTestamentwheretheGentileswererestrictedtobepartof

Israelexceptthroughcircumcision,Christcametoacceptall(bothIsrael

andtheGentilenations)...(Gal3:26-29,Rm 10:11-13,Jn1:11-13).Sowe

haveallbecomepartakersoftheholynation,Christianity(1Peter2:9-10).

Meanwhile,theJewsintheApostolicperiodwantedtosticktotheoldview

ofhowthenationalityofIsraelwasclaimedwithcircumcisionamongstthe

Gentiles.TheJewswantedtoclaim thattheywereveryholytohave

circumcisionasasignandhence,itshouldbedonetoconsecratethe

saints.AndthatreallycausedbigconfusionsintheChurch(Acts15:1-12

recordstheevent);buttheHolySpiritusedPetertocorrectthat.

Weshouldnotethat,

1)CircumcisionofthefleshisnothinginChrist'skingdom (Gal5:2,6,1Co

7:19,Gal6:11-15).

2)TheonlyoneprecioustoGodisdoneinthespiritfrom theheart,whichis

theimmersionbaptism (Col2:8-12,1Pt3:21,Rm 2:25-29).

(d)TheSpiritualCircumcision

Although,circumcisionispracticedinmostcountriesacrosstheworld

today,whichevenmakesitdifficulttoidentifytherealJews,butitisnot

acceptedasthewaytoberecognizedasaholyworshiperbeforeGod.God

hasHisowncircumcisionpolicy;theonedoneinthespirit.

WasIsraelknowntothespiritualcircumcision?

Thefollowingtestswillhelpusknow:
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1)Jeremiah4:4,"CircumciseyourselvestotheLORD,andtakeawaythe

foreskinsofyourheart,yemenofJudahandinhabitantsofJerusalem:lest

myfurycomeforthlikefire,andburnthatnonecanquenchit,becauseof

theevilofyourdoings."

2)Deuteronomy10:16,"Circumcisethereforetheforeskinofyourheart,

andbenomorestiffnecked."

3)Deuteronomy30:6,"AndtheLORDthyGodwillcircumcisethineheart,

andtheheartofthyseed,tolovetheLORDthyGodwithallthineheart,and

withallthysoul,thatthoumayestlive."

From theabovebiblicaltests,itisseenthatthecircumcisionofthemale

penishasnowturnedintothecircumcisionoftheheart.So,howwasthis

done,isittooperatetheheartforcircumcision?...No!Thenwecan

concludethat,thiskindofcircumcisionisnomoreoftheremovalofthe

fleshforeskin,butoftheheartinthespirit.Butitisnotwellidentifiedthat

Godshowedhowthespiritualcircumcisionshouldbeperformed,as

comparedtothatoftheflesh,andIsraelwasnotevenawareofit,butthe

messagewasgiventothem inthespirit.TheIsraelitesweretochangetheir

personalityfrom beingstiffneckedtobeingobedient.

Howthespiritualcircumcisionisdonenow.

1)Colossians2:10-13;"10Andyearecompleteinhim,whichisthehead

ofallprincipalityandpower:11Inwhom alsoyearecircumcisedwiththe

circumcisionmadewithouthands,inputtingoffthebodyofthesinsofthe

fleshbythecircumcisionofChrist:12Buriedwithhim inbaptism,wherein

alsoyearerisenwithhim throughthefaithoftheoperationofGod,who

hathraisedhim from thedead.13Andyou,beingdeadinyoursinsand

theuncircumcisionofyourflesh,hathhequickenedtogetherwithhim,

havingforgivenyoualltrespasses;"

2)Romans2:28-29;"28ForheisnotaJew,whichisoneoutwardly;neither

isthatcircumcision,whichisoutwardintheflesh:29ButheisaJew,
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whichisoneinwardly;andcircumcisionisthatoftheheart,inthespirit,and

notintheletter;whosepraiseisnotofmen,butofGod."

From theabove,it'sseenthatthetypeofcircumcisionthatisfullyaccepted

byChrist,istheonedoneintheheart,whichisbaptism,andnotthatofthe

flesh.

SECTIONC:THEREASONSBEHINDTHEWORSHIPOF

CHRISTIANSONSUNDAYS.

(1)WHOORDAINEDCHRISTIANSTOWORSHIPONSUNDAYS?

Thecommandcomesfrom JesusChrist.JesusChristhasordained

ChristianstohaveholyconvocationsonSundays.Onemayarguetoknow

ifindeed,ChristinstitutedSundayasadayonwhichChristiansshouldhave

holyconvocationsinsteadofusingSaturdayorFridayoranyotherday.

Thisisthetimetopassthisdivineknowledgeontoallbelievers.

SundayistheLord'sdayonEarthforholyconvocations.

AccordingtotheOldTestament,Goddedicatedthe7thdaytobethedayof

theSabbaths,onwhichHerested.SoIsraelviewedthe7thdaytobethe

Lord'sday,onwhichtheSabbathcommandwasgiven.Mosesthen

recorded,"10ButtheseventhdayisthesabbathoftheLORDthyGod:init

thoushaltnotdoanywork,thou,northyson,northydaughter,thy

manservant,northymaidservant,northycattle,northystrangerthatis

withinthygates:11ForinsixdaystheLORDmadeheavenandearth,the

sea,andallthatinthem is,andrestedtheseventhday:whereforetheLORD

blessedthesabbathday,andhallowedit"...(Exodus20:10-11).

Thephrase,"TheSabbathoftheLORDthyGod,"meansthattheSabbath

wasobservedonthechosendayofGod;theSabbathwasGod'sSabbath.

HowIsraelviewedthe7thdaywasnotlikethatoftheGentiles.Amongst

theIsraelites,the7thdaywasviewedtobeGod'sday.
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Besides,theNewTestamentalsogivesadayoftheLordtoallhumanity.

TheLord'sdayisnotreferringtothe"dayofjudgment;"theendtime.The

dayasusedinjudgementisknownasthelastday(Jn12:48),the

appointedday(Acts17:31),adayofwrathforwicked(Rm 2:5,Rv6:15-17),

adayofdestruction(2Thes1:7-9,2Pt3:7),andadayoffieryindignation

(Hb10:27).TheLord'sdayhereisnotlinkedtoanyofthesedescriptionsof

theendtime,thefinaljudgement.ItistheonlydaydedicatedbyChristtoall

ChristianstohaveholyconvocationsforHisdivineservicesoftheChurch.

TheLord'sdayisconsideredtobetheprincipaldayofcommunalworship.

Inordertoverifythisbiblically,kindlyfollowtheexplanationsbelow:

✓ThedayaftertheSabbathisSunday:

Israelwasknowntotheseven(7)days,whichmakeupaweek.The

IsraelitesweretocountdaysaftertheSabbath(Lev23:15);whichwasnot

proventobeSaturdayaccordingtheircalendar,butverifiedinourcalendar

tobeSaturday.

IntheNewTestamentCanon,thedayaftertheSabbathisSunday,whichis

consideredtobethefirstdayoftheweek,andChristresurrectedonthis

day.Itiswritten,"1Intheendofthesabbath,asitbegantodawntoward

thefirstdayoftheweek,cameMaryMagdaleneandtheotherMarytosee

thesepulcher.2And,behold,therewasagreatearthquake:fortheangelof

theLorddescendedfrom heaven,andcameandrolledbackthestonefrom

thedoor,andsatuponit"...(Matthew28:1-2).

BetweenA.D.65&70,JohnMark,thecousinofBarnabas,alsorecordedit

bysaying,"1Andwhenthesabbathwaspast,MaryMagdalene,andMary

themotherofJames,andSalome,hadboughtsweetspices,thatthey

mightcomeandanointhim.2Andveryearlyinthemorningthefirstdayof

theweek,theycameuntothesepulcherattherisingofthesun"...(Mark

16:1-2).

Moreover,LukethePhysicianthenwrotearoundA.D61,62inLuke24:1-2;

"1Nowuponthefirstdayoftheweek,veryearlyinthemorning,,theycame
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untothesepulcher,bringingthespiceswhichtheyhadprepared,and

certainotherswiththem.2Andtheyfoundthestonerolledawayfrom the

sepulcher."

Lastly,betweenA.D.60and70,JohntheApostlewroteofthefirstdayof

theweek;"ThefirstdayoftheweekcomethMaryMagdaleneearly,whenit

wasyetdark,untothesepulcher,andseeththestonetakenawayfrom the

sepulcher"...(John20:1).

AllthesetestshaveproventhatourLordJesusChristrosefrom thedead

onthefirstdayoftheweek,whichisSunday."Thefirstday"oftheweekas

verifiedbythesefour(4)Gospelbooksareboldlyresolutedintheolder

manuscriptsthatconfirm theauthenticityoftheNewTestamentCanon;

thefirstdayisconfirmedintheVaticanus,Sinaiticus,andAlexandrinus,

EphraimiandBezaemanuscripts,tobeSunday.Itwasalsoconfirmedby

theShepherdofHermas(A.D.150),JustinMartyr(A.D.160)andIranaeus

(A.D.177).

✓ProphecyconfirmstheLord'sdaytobeSunday,intheNewTestament:

Surprisingly,manyBibleStudentsarenotawarethatthefirstdayofthe

week,Sunday,haditsrootfrom thepropheticbooks.Joel,thesonof

Pethuel,thenrecorded,"28Anditshallcometopassafterward,thatIwill

pouroutmyspirituponallflesh;andyoursonsandyourdaughtersshall

prophesy,youroldmenshalldream dreams,youryoungmenshallsee

visions:29Andalsoupontheservantsanduponthehandmaidsinthose

dayswillIpouroutmyspirit.30AndIwillshewwondersintheheavens

andintheearth,blood,andfire,andpillarsofsmoke.31Thesunshallbe

turnedintodarkness,andthemoonintoblood,beforethegreatandthe

terribledayoftheLORDcome.32Anditshallcometopass,that

whosoevershallcallonthenameoftheLORDshallbedelivered:forin

mountZionandinJerusalem shallbedeliverance,astheLORDhathsaid,

andintheremnantwhom theLORDshallcall"...(Joel2:28-32).

Peter’squotationofthesefewversesinActs2makesJoel’sstatement
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hereveryprofoundandpropheticoftheMessianicage.Theverses28-32

areverysignificantinreferencetotheworkoftheHolySpiritinthecoming

agesattheconclusionofnationalIsrael.Theprophecyisafoundation

uponwhichtheactivityoftheHolySpiritintheNew Testamentchurch

wouldbedefined.InActs2:16-17Peterquotedthisprophecyandmade

directapplicationofittothePentecosteventsofActs2:1-4.Therefore,

Peter’sreferencetothisprophecyintroducesustothesignificanceof

Joel’spromiseconcerningtheHolySpirit.Theword"day"referstothetime

whenGodwouldbegintheendofnationalIsraelinA.D.70.Itwasagreat

andawesomedayforbelievers.ItwouldnotbeofthoseJewswhobelieved

thatJesuswastheMessiah,whosavedtheirsoulsfrom beingdestroyed.

Therefore,the"dayoftheLord"inthiscontext,isbeyondthemere

interpretationofthedayofjudgmentforthosewhowouldnotacceptthe

resultsoftheoutpouringoftheSpirit."ThedayoftheLord"isalsoreferred

toas"TheLord'sday."Howcanthisbeproven?...

TheoutpouringoftheHolySpiritasProphesiedbytheProphetwas

establishedorfulfilledonthePentecostday.TheJewishfeastof

Pentecost,whichwasobservedonSivan6(March-June),wasobserved

onSundays.

ProvingtheLord'sdayastheSunday.

JesusChristdidnotimmediatelyascendintoHeaven,afterHisresurrection;

Hespentforty(40)daysonthisEarthbefore.LukethePhysicianconfirmed

itinActs1:3,"Towhom alsoheshowedhimselfaliveafterhispassionby

manyinfallibleproofs,beingseenofthem fortydays,andspeakingofthe

thingspertainingtothekingdom ofGod:"

Hence,weneedtofindoutthe"manyinfallibleproofs."Thisisbest

understoodwhenweconsiderthewordgiventoMaryMagdalenebyChrist

Himself;"16Jesussaithuntoher,Mary.Sheturnedherself,andsaithunto

him,Rabboni;whichistosay,,Master.17Jesussaithuntoher,Touchme

not;forIam notyetascendedtomyFather:butgotomybrethren,andsay

untothem,IascenduntomyFather,andyourFather;andtomyGod,and
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yourGod"...(John20:16-17)...JesusChristascendedtoHeavenonthe40th

day.

Certainly,Christappearedtomanypeoplethroughoutorwithinthe40days,

afterhisresurrection.BibleStudentsmustunderstandthatnotallHis

appearancescanbedeterminedfrom theScriptures.Wecansaythat,He

appearedtomanypeoplebeforeHisascension,including...

1)MaryMagdalene(Mrk16:9-11).

2)Maryandtheotherwomen(Mt28:1,9-10).

3)Twodisciplesfrom Emmaus(Mrk16:12-13).

4)Peter(Lk24:33-35).

5)Ten(10)Apostles(Mrk16:14).

6)Eleven(11)Apostles(Like20:19-25).

7)ApostlesatseaofGalilee(Lk21:1-25).

8)Fivehundred(500)brethren(1Co15:6).

9)James(1Co15:7).

10)ApostlesinGalilee(Mt28:16-20).

11)ApostlesatMountainofOlivet(Lk24:44-49).

12)Apostlesatascension(Mt28:18-20,Acts1:3-12),etc.

Let'sprovetheSunday,whichwasthePentecostday,onwhichdaythe

HolySpiritwaspouredoutaccordingtoJoel2:28-32.
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Days/week Acts2:1;thePentecostday,theSunday,theLord'sday

Sunday 1

Resurrection

day

8 15 22 29 36 43 50

Pentecost

day

Monday 2 9 16 23 30 37 44

Tuesday 3 10 17 24 31 38 45

Wednesday 4 11 18 25 32 39 46

Thursday 5 12 19 26 33 40

Ascension

day

47

Friday 6 13 20 27 34 41 48

Saturday 7 14 21 28 35 42 49

Pentecostday=49+1days

=50days

From theabovetable,ChristresurrectedonSunday,thefirstdayofthe

week.AndLeviticus23:15ordainedtheJewstostartcountingdaysfrom

thefirstdayoftheweek,whichisSunday.ChristrevealedHimselftothe

disciples,withinHis40days,startingfrom thatsameSundayonwhichHe

resurrected(Mark16:9-10,Luke24:13-15,John20:19).IfChriststartedto

revealHimselftothediscipleswithinthesame40days,rightafterHehad

resurrectedonSunday,thendefinitely,wehavetostartthecountingfrom

Sunday,thefirstdayoftheweek.

Countingfrom theSundaygivesalmostsix(6)weeks,andthe40thday

appearstoendonThursday.IfChristimmediatelyascendeduponhighon
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the40thday,thenwecanconcludethattheascensiontookplaceon

Thursday,accordingtoActs1:9-12;becauseHemetwiththediscipleson

the40thday(Acts1:4-8)beforeHisdeparture(Acts1:9).

Wethencontinuetocountthedaystillthe50thday.The50thdaywasthe

dayoftheJewishfeastofPentecost(Acts2:1).Andaccordingtothetable,

the50thdayhasbeenproventohaveoccurredoneverySunday.

From theresults,wecanboldlytestifythat,

1)thePentecostdaywasonthefirstdayoftheweek,whichisSunday,and

2)thedayoftheLordinJoel2:31isconfirmedinActsActs2:20thatit

happenedontheLord'sday,onthefirstdayoftheweek,whichisSunday.

InthelatterpartoftheApostolicperiod,betweenA.D65and96,Johnthe

ApostlealsohadhisrevelationontheLord'sday.Itiswritten,"Iwasinthe

SpiritontheLord'sday,andheardbehindmeagreatvoice,asofa

trumpet,"...(Revelation1:10).

The"day"isknowninthemodernGreekas"iméra."Thephrase,"thedayof

theLord"istranslatedas"OimératouÁrchontas."TheLord'sdayisbest

describedinLatinas"DiesDominica"or"DominicaDie."Revelation1:10in

theLatinVulgateconfirmsit,"fuiinspirituindominicadieetaudivipostme

vocem magnam tamquam tubae"

This"dominicadie"intheLatinVulgate(showingthefirstdayoftheweek

asSunday,theLord'sday),isconfirmedbythewritingsofthe2ndcentury

Churchwriters.TheoldmanuscriptssuchastheVaticanus,Sinaiticus,

Alexandrinus,Ephraimi,andBezae,andJustinMartyr,Iranaeusand

ShepherdofHermashavealsoconfirmedtheLord'sdaytobeSunday.

(2)THECHURCHSERVICESPRACTICEDONSUNDAYS.

ThevariousservicesoftheChurchintheNewTestamentCanonwere



TheSabbaths,shouldweobserve?

65

performedonSundays.TheChurchofthe1stCentury,theChurchofChrist,

usedtomeettosharethewordofGod,partakeintheHolyCommunion,

pray,giveoffertory,andsomeotherthingspertainingtofellowship.All

thesemajorpracticesoftheearlyChurchtookplaceonthePentecostday,

onthatsameSunday.Itiswritten,"41Thentheythatgladlyreceived,his

wordwerebaptized:andthesamedaytherewereaddeduntothem about

threethousandsouls.42Andtheycontinuedsteadfastly,intheapostles'

doctrineandfellowship,andinbreakingofbread,andinprayers"...(Acts

2:41-42).ThishappenedonthePentecostday.Ittookplaceonthatsame

Sunday,whenthegospelwaspreachedbytheApostles(Acts2:14-16).The

verseshaveproventousthatonthatsameday(whichwasSunday),the

3,000SoulswereaddedtotheChurchandthegeneralassembly

immediatelyfollowedinverse42;Soallthelistedactivitiesweredoneon

thatsameSunday,thefirstdayoftheweek,whichwasthePentecostday.

Apartfrom thevariousactivitiesoftheChurchperformedonSundaysby

theNewTestamentChurch,theBibleinmanyareas,hasconfirmedthe

SundaytobethedayfortheHolyconvocationsofChristians;wewill

emphasizeontheLord'sSupperandtheGiving/Offertory.

(I)TheLord'sSupper.

ItisevidentlyproventhattheLord'sSupperwastakenonSundays,during

thegeneralassemblyoftheNewTestamentChurch.Whatwehaveproven

alreadyinActs2:41-42showsthattheLord'sSupperimmediatelyfollowed

onthatsameSundayofthenewconverts.AndActs2:46concludesit.In

Acts20:6-7,itiswritten,"6Andwesailedawayfrom Philippiafterthedays

ofunleavenedbread,andcameuntothem toTroasinfivedays;wherewe

abodesevendays.7Anduponthefirstdayoftheweek,whenthedisciples

cametogethertobreakbread,Paulpreacheduntothem,readytodeparton

themorrow;andcontinuedhisspeechuntilmidnight."Accordingtothe6th

verse,itisseenthat,afterthePassover,ordaysofUnleavenedbread(Ex

12:14-15,Ex23:15),PaulandLukewentdowntothePhilippianSeaportof

NeapolisandsailedfivedaysagainstheadwindstoTroas(Acts16:11).

TheymetSopater,Aristarchusandtheotherevangelists:Theystayed7
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days,forthepurposeofattendingchurchonSunday.Havingarrived

possiblylateonSundayaftermostChristianshadreturnedfrom their

assembliesindifferenthomes,theywaitedforthefollowingSundaywhen

theSaintsgatheredagainattheirparticularplacesfortheirLord'sSupper,

lovefeast,andoffertoryandotherserviceorders.

Inthe7thverse,wecanseethattheEvangeliststogetherwithPaulwaited

tohaveholyconvocationwiththeChurchinPhilippi.The"firstdayofthe

week"here,asin1Corinthians16:1-2,referstoSundaywhichwasthe

primarydayinwhichdisciplesinthe1stcenturyregularlyassembledfor

mutualedification.InreferencetotheRomantime,thefirstdayoftheweek

beganatmidnight.AswastheircommonpracticeinTroas,thedisciples

cametogethertohaveacommonmeal,duringwhichtheypartookofthe

fruitofthevineandbreadinremembranceofJesus.Theeventthattook

placeinActs20:7isthesameaswhathappenedinActs2:42,46.

Thephrase"breakbread"ishereusedtorefertotheLord'sSupper.The

Apostlestogetherwiththedisciplesandtheconverts,brokebreadinActs

2:42,meaningthattheypartookofthebloodandbodyofChristaswine

andunyeastbread.Thereisnocontradictioninthiscontextas"break

breaking"isonlyusedinsteadof"breadbreaking,andwinedrinking."This

scenarioisusedinoureverydaylives;whenoneeatsaloafofbread(made

ofyeast)anddrinkswaterinaddition,heorshemaynotmentionthe

"water"assomethingadded,becausethereisageneralideathatonewill

definitelydrinkwateraftereatingsuchfood.Thissamethingisapplicable

here;LukethePhysicianusedonly"breadbreaking"tosummarizetheHoly

CommunionasitwastakenbyChristHimself(withwineinadditiontothe

unyeastbread)...Jesusdemonstratedtousthatthefruitofthevineisin

memoryofthebloodofthecovenant,whenevertheLord'sSupperistaken

(Luke22:19-20,Mat26:27-28).

TheonebreadsymbolizestheonenessoftheChurch,thebodyofChrist.

PaulwantedtheCorinthianstoconfirm it,soheaskedthem thissimple

questionexpectinganswerfrom them;"16Thecupofblessingwhichwe
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bless,isitnotthecommunionofthebloodofChrist?Thebreadwhichwe

break,isitnotthecommunionofthebodyofChrist?17Forwebeingmany

areonebread,andonebody:forweareallpartakers,ofthatonebread."In

the17thverse,Paulemphasizedonthe"bread,"becauseheunderstoodit

thatifonepartakesinthebreadasthebodyofChrist,definitely,hewilladd

thefruitofthevinetoit.Therefore,breadbreakingspokeoftheLord's

SupperandittookplaceonSundays.

ThereisoneconcreteevidencewhichvividlyconfirmsthattheLord's

SuppertookplaceonSundaysinthe1stcenturyChurch.Itwaswrittento

theChurchinCorinth,"17NowinthisthatIdeclareuntoyouIpraiseyou

not,thatyecometogethernotforthebetter,butfortheworse.18Forfirst

ofall,whenyecometogetherinthechurch,Ihearthattherebedivisions

amongyou;andIpartly,believeit.19Fortheremustbealsoheresies

amongyou,thattheywhichareapprovedmaybemademanifestamong

you.20Whenyecometogetherthereforeintooneplace,thisisnottoeat

theLord'ssupper.21Forineatingeveryonetakethbeforeotherhisown

supper:andone,ishungry,andanotherisdrunken.22What?haveyenot

housestoeatandtodrinkin?ordespiseyethechurchofGod,andshame

them thathavenot?WhatshallIsaytoyou?shallIpraiseyouinthis?I

praiseyounot.23ForIhavereceivedoftheLordthatwhichalsoIdelivered

untoyou,ThattheLordJesusthesamenightinwhichhewasbetrayed

tookbread:24Andwhenhehadgiventhanks,hebrokeit,andsaid,Take,,

eat:thisismybody,whichisbrokenforyou:thisdoinremembranceofme.

25Afterthesamemanneralsohetookthecup,whenhehadsupped,

saying,Thiscupisthenewtestamentinmyblood:thisdoye,asoftasye

drink,it,inremembranceofme.33Wherefore,mybrethren,whenyecome

togethertoeat,tarryoneforanother"...(1Corinthians11:17-25,33).

Readingtheversesabovecriticallycreatesinmindtheholymeetingsofthe

Church,ekklesia,inoneplace.TheChurchmetonSundays.Paulwroteto

correctsomedisorderlinessamongstthemembers.TheChurchofthe1st

centuryheldfasttothedoctrineoftheApostles(Acts2:42),whichdoctrine

alsoinstructedthem tomeetonSundays.
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“Supper”isfrom theGreekworddeipnon,meaningafullmeal,orfeast,as

itisusedinothercontextsoftheNew Testament(Mk6:21;Lk14:12-14;Jn

12:1,2;13:1-14;Rv19:9,17).Thisistheonlytimethephrase“Lord’s

Supper”isusedintheNew Testamentinreferencetothediscipleseating

amealinremembranceofthesacrificeofJesusandHisresurrectionfrom

thedead.TheassemblyofChristiansonthefirstdayoftheweekprovided

anopportunityforthem tocometogetherintheirdifferenthomesinorder

toremembertheOnewhowastheatoningsacrificefortheirsins.Itwasa

timetocelebratetheircovenantwithGod.Itwasalsoanopportunityto

remembertheoneuniversalbodythatwaspurchasedwiththesacrificial

bloodofJesus(1Co10:15-17).

AllthesebiblicalevidenceshaveproventhattheLord'sSupperwas

observedonSundays.

GreatnamesgiventotheLord'sSupper.

1.LastSupper:SomeBibleStudentsviewtheLord'sSuppertobethe'Last

Supper'takenbyChristbeforeHisdeath.Thiscanbestbediscribed

accordingtothestatementstatementmadebyChristinMatthew26:29,"

ButIsayuntoyou,Iwillnotdrinkhenceforth,ofthisfruitofthevine,until

thatdaywhenIdrinkitnewwithyouinmyFather'skingdom."Thisisalso

seeninLuke22:18.Jesuslookedthroughthefutureinreferencetoeating

theSupperwiththedisciples.ThismeansthatJesus'eatingwithHis

disciplesagainwouldrefertothetimewhenweareinvitedtoeatamealof

celebrationwithHim inHissecondcoming(Rev19:7-9).

2.HolyCommunion:Peoplesimplyusetheword"communion"toreferto

theLord'sSupper.Thisisusedin1Corinthians10:16-17;thecommunionin

thiscontextisknowninGreekas"koinonia,"toshowthebreadandwine

whichareconsecratedandshared.Hence,theCommunionisholybecause

ChristHimselfisholy;Hecommittednosin(1Peter2:21-23).Thewineand

thebread,asthebloodandbodyofChrist,areholy.SoChristiansneedto

examinetheirselvestopartakeintheSupperworthily(1Co11:27-29).
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3.Eucharist:ThemodernGreekword"efcharistía"isusedtoexplainthe

term Eucharist;itistheChristianceremonycommemoratingtheLast

Supper,inwhichbreadandwineareconsecratedandconsumed.This

term isalsousedfortheLord'sSupper;someBibleversionsuseitinplace

oftheLord'sSupperorCommunion.

4.TheSpiritualManna:ThisstatementisnotdirectlymadeintheBiblein

referencetotheLord'sSupper,butChristbriefsitinJohn6:30-35,48-51;

thebodyofChristisgiventousspirituallyasmanna.Themannawas

raineddownuponIsraelasthecornofheaven(Psalm 78:24).Thebread,

themanna,wasgiventoIsrael(Ex16:1-32,31-36)andthespiritualdrink

wasgiventhrough,theRock(1Co19:1-4).Unfortunately,themannacould

notsaveIsrael(Dt8:3-4,Mt4:4).Christtherefore,establishedtheLast

Supperasthespiritualmanna(Jn6:52-59).

5.TheSpiritualPassover:TheLord'sSupperisviewedtobetheSpiritual

Passover,whichisclearlyidentifiedintheBible.Itiswrittenin1

Corinthians5:7-8,"7Purgeoutthereforetheoldleaven,thatyemaybea

newlump,asyeareunleavened.ForevenChristourpassoverissacrificed

forus:8Thereforeletuskeepthefeast,notwitholdleaven,neitherwith

theleavenofmaliceandwickedness;butwiththeunleavenedbreadof

sincerityandtruth."

ThishasproventousthatJesusChrististhePassover,beingtransformed

spirituallytousastheUnleavenedbread.ThatiswhytheLord'sSupper

startedimmediatelyafterthePassover(Lk22:14-18,Mt26:17-29).

ThePassoverwastobetakenatnight,andthatwaswhytheLord'sSupper

wasgivenatnight(1Co11:23);itwasduringthePassovermealthatthe

LordchangedthemeaningofthePassoverintoamemorialofHisbody

andblood.ThebreadrepresentedtheincarnatebodyofJesusthatwas

sacrificiallynailedtothecross,aswellastheuniversalbodyofmembers

whoareconnectedtoHim inacovenantrelationship(1Co10:16).Butthe

symbolism goesbeyondtheliteralbodyofJesus.FortheJews,bread

referredtosubstancefrom God.DuringthePassoverfeast,thebread
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symbolizedGod'ssubstanceoftheirlivesthroughoutthewilderness

wandering.

IfthePassoverwasobservedinthenightoftheExodus(goingout)ofthe

Israelites,itdoesnotcompelChristianstoalsoobservetheLord'sSupper

atnight:ThesacrificeofChristcreatedwaythroughthecurtain(Mt27:51,

Hb10:9-20)asGodshowedtotheLevitesinHisvariousTabernacles(Ex

26:22,Lv4:6-7).Christwasfullysacrificedintheninthhour(3:00pm);He

fullygaveoutHisbloodandbodywhenHedied(Matthew27:45-46,50).

Thesixthhouris12:00noon.Hence,thiswasfrom 12:00noonuntil3:00

pm.Christiansofthesedaysmustunderstandtoconsiderthetimethe

Lord'sSupperwasfulfilled,thantolookatthetimeitwasdemonstratedto

us,howweshouldobserveit.ChristdidnotwantHisfollowerstopartake

intheLord'sSupperatnight,likewhenHewasbetrayed,butHelookedup

tothetimetheSupperwouldbefulfilled.Though,Christpresentedthe

Communionatnight(Jn13:30),buttherealmeaningwasfulfilledonthe

crossduringtheday.

Thisconcludesthat,theLord'sSupper,canbeobservedbytheChurchin

anyperiodoftwenty-fourhoursasaunittime,withinSundays.

TheFellowshipmeal,theCovenantfeastandtheLord'sSupper.

TheFellowshipmealwasalovefeasttakenbytheChurch,asacommon

practiceoftheearlyChurch.Theword"fellowship"isexplainedinModern

Greekas"ypotrofia"whichmeansafriendlyassociation,especiallywith

peoplewhoshareone'sinterests.ThefirstcenturyChurchheldthis

commonpracticeintheirmeetingstomanifesttheirfellowshipastheone

bodyofChrist(Eph1:22-23);itwasobservedwithyeastbread,asan

ordinaryfoodtoshowtheirfellowshipinChristwithoneanother.

TheLord'sSupperorEucharistisnotthesameasthefellowshipmealor

lovefeast;thereisabigdifference.SowecanseethatafterPaulhadtaken

theLord'sSupperwiththeChurchinActs20:7,hebrokeabreadagainin

Acts20:11-12.Thebrokenbreadinverse7wastheunyeastbreadtakenas
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theLord'sSupper,whilethe"bread"inverses11and12referstothe

fellowshipmeal.BibleStudentsmustunderstandthat,JesusChrist

demonstratedtheHolyCommuniontoChristians(Mt26:26-30)tobetaken

onceatatimeonSundays,andnottwiceortrice.Pauldidnoteata

fellowshipmealinthe7thversewhilechurchserviceswereongoingand

thencamebacktocontinuewithitinthe11thand12thversesafterhehad

raisedEutychusfrom thedead.TheEucharistinverse7istheLord's

SupperobservedonthatSundayinremembranceofJesusChrist.The

fellowshipmealasthelovefeastwastakenbyPaulbeforehisdeparture

(Acts20:13-16).Thatistosaythat,theChurchpresentedthelovefeastto

Paultofeedhim withit.Paulsaidin2Thessalonians3:7-8,"7For

yourselvesknowhowyeoughttofollowus:forwebehavednotourselves

disorderlyamongyou;8Neitherdidweeatanyman'sbreadfornought;but

wroughtwithlabourandtravailnightandday,thatwemightnotbe

chargeabletoanyofyou:"Paulsaidthisbecauseheknewthatthe

Churcheshevisitedprovidedhim withatleast,breadtofeedhim;thatwas

exactlythefellowshipmealandsomeotherassistancefrom theChurches.

AsthePassovermeal,atwhichtimeJesusinstitutedHisSupper,itwasa

timeofcelebration.Forthisreason,thelovefeastoftheearlyChurchwasa

celebrationmeal.InthecaseoftheAchaianChurch,however,thisfeast

turnedintoanopportunityfordivision,selfishnessanddisorder(1Co11:17

-20).Theunholyattitudesthatweregeneratedduringtheirlovefeasts

madeitimpossibleforthem tohaveamindofcelebrationinordertoeat

theLord'smemorialthatwaseatenonSundays.Here,PaulusedtheGreek

word"deipnon"toreferto"Supper,"meaningafullmeal,orfeast,asitis

usedtorefertotheblood(wine)andbody(bread)takeninremembranceof

thesacrificeofJesusandHisresurrectionfrom thedead.TheAchaians

tookthelovefeastandconsidereditmoresuperiorovertheLord'sSupper,

soPauladvicedthem torecorrecttheirattitudes(1Co11:21-22).Butwhat

onemustunderstandisthat,theearlyChristiansusedtohavelovefeasts

tostrengthentheirfellowshipwithoneanother,apartfrom theLord's

Supper(2Peter2:13,Jude12,1Co5:8).
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TheCovenantfeastisalsodifferentfrom thefellowshipmealorlovefeast

andtheLord'sSupper.JesusinstitutedHisSupperinthecontextofa

covenantmeal,thePassoverfeast.TheLord’sSupperisacovenantfeast

ofChristianswhoareinacommoncovenantrelationshipwithGod.And

thus,theLord'sSupperisanopportunitytocelebrateourcovenantwith

God.CovenantsintheOldTestamentwereestablishedonthefoundation

ofasacrifice.

A covenantwasfirstmadebetweentwoparties,whichcovenantwas

confirmedandinstitutedbyanimalsacrifices(Psalm 50:5).Thecovenant

representedanagreementbetweentwoparties,andthusfellowshipthat

wasbasedontheagreement.Atanaltarofananimalsacrifice,therefore,

acovenantwasestablished.Afterthesacrifice,however,celebrationtook

placeasthecovenantedpartiescametogetherinafellowshipmeal.The

makingofthecovenantatthealtarofsacrificewasatimeofcommitment

andsolemnity,butwhenitcametothemealatthetabletoeatthe

sacrificedanimal,itwasatimeforjoyandcelebrationinthepresenceof

God.Therewasadifference,therefore,betweenthealtarofsacrificeand

thetableoffellowship.Eachhaditsownsignificanceintheinstitutionand

continuanceofthecovenant.Herearesomeexamples:

1.InGenesis26:26-31,Abimelech,kingofthePhilistines,cametoIsaacin

ordertoestablishacovenantofpeacewithhim.“Lettherenowbeanoath

betweenus,evenbetweenyouandus.Andletusmakeacovenantwith

you”(Gn26:28).Abimelechwantedtomakethecovenantinorder“that

you[Isaac]willdousnoharm ...”(Gn26:29).A covenantwas

subsequentlymadebetweenIsaacandAbimelechinorderthatsomething

goodcomefrom thecovenant.Oncethecovenantwasestablished,a

covenantmealcelebratedtheevent.InGenesis26:30itisstated,“Sohe

madethem afeast,andtheyateanddrank.”

2.WhenJacobsecretlyleftthepresenceofLabaninordertoreturntohis

homeland,Labanpursuedafterhim withtheintentofdoingJacobharm

(Gn31:22,23).However,GodcametoLabaninadream andwarnedhim
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concerninghisevilintentionsagainstJacob(Gn31:24).WhenLaban

finallyovertookJacob,heofferedtomakeacovenantwithJacobinorder

toestablishapeacefulrelationshipbetweenthetwofamilies(Gn31:44).

Again,thepurposeofthecovenantwaslookingforwardtosomethinggood,

thattherebepeacebetweenJacobandLaban.Thecovenantbetween

JacobandLabanwassworninthepresenceofGodwhowasthejudgeof

thecovenant(Gn31:49,50,53).Bothpartiesofthecovenantwouldbe

blessediftheyhonoredtheconditionsofthecovenant.Apeaceful

relationshipwouldcontinuebetweenthetwofamiliesfrom thetimeofthe

covenantforward.Inordertoenactthecovenant,asacrificewasmade.

Followingthesacrifice,andaspartofthecovenantceremony,ajoyous

mealofcelebrationwasconducted(Gn31:54).Themealforthesacrifice

wasnotatimeforsolemnity,sadnessandguilt.Itwasatimeof

celebrationoverthefactthatacovenantofpeacehadbeenmadebetween

twoparties.Thesacrificeestablishedthecovenant.Thefellowshipfeast

celebratedthesacrificeandthecovenant.

3.WhenIsraelcameoutofEgyptiancaptivity,Godestablishedacovenant

relationshipwiththenation(Ex19–24).Aftertheconditionsand

responsibilitiesofthecovenantwerestated,Exodus24:1-11explainsthe

ratificationofthecovenant.Israel“offeredburntofferingsandsacrificed

peaceofferingsofoxentotheLord”(Ex24:5).“Thenhe[Moses]tookthe

BookoftheCovenantandreadintheaudienceofthepeople.Andthey

said,‘AllthattheLordhassaidwewilldo.Andwewillbeobedient’”(Ex

24:7).

FollowingtheratificationofthecovenantthroughsacrificestoGod,and

oathstokeepthecovenant,thenationateanddrank(Ex24:11).The

eatinganddrinkingaftertheestablishmentofthecovenantwasatimeof

celebrationandjoy.AcovenantofpeacehadbeenestablishedwithGod.

Atthealtar,sacrificeswereofferedforthesinsofthepeople.Afterthe

sacrifice,amealwaseatentocelebratethecovenantthathadbeen

establishedwithGod.Botheventswereinthepresenceandfellowshipof

God.Whenweeat,therefore,weeatinthepresenceoftheLord.



TheSabbaths,shouldweobserve?

74

ThroughoutthehistoryofIsrael,thereweretimesforremembranceand

renewalofthecovenantthatGodmadewithIsrael.Whenthetemplewas

built,itwasatimeofremembrance,revivalandrecommitmenttothewillof

God(2Chron5-7).

Whenthetemplewascompleted,“thekingandallthepeopleoffered

sacrificesbeforetheLord”(2Chron7:4).Afterthesacrifices,Solomon

“sentthepeopleawaytotheirtents,rejoicingandhappyinheartforthe

goodnessthattheLordhadshowntoDavidandtoSolomon,andtoIsrael

Hispeople”(2Chron7:10).AftertheBabyloniancaptivity,Israelreturned

andrebuiltthetemplethathadbeendestroyedbyNebuchadnezzar(Ez

6:13-22).IntheremembranceandrenewaloftheircovenantwiththeLord,

theyofferedsacrificesforallIsrael(Ez6:17).Ezra6:22states,“Andthey

keptwithjoythefeastofunleavenedbreadsevendays,fortheLordmade

them joyful."Thereturneesfrom Babylonalsorebuiltthewallsofthecityof

Jerusalem (Ne7,8).Oncethewallswererebuilt,itwasatimefor

remembrance,revivalandcelebrationbykeepingthefeastofTrumpets

(Nm 29:1-6).Onthedaythisfeastofrenewalwaskept,Nehemiah

exhortedthepeoplenottomournorweep,foritwasadayofjoyand

celebration(Ne8:9).Heexhortedthem that“...thisdayisholytoourLord.

Donotbegrieved,forthejoyoftheLordisyourstrength”(Ne8:10).No

betterwordsthantheprecedingwordsofNehemiahcouldbespokento

describetheatmospherethatshouldsurroundthelovefeast/Supperthat

weeattoday.Thisisnotanoccasionforsadness.Thesacrificehas

alreadybeenofferedatthealtarofthecrossinorderthatwecomeintoa

covenantrelationshipwithGod.Therefore,itisatimeforgreatjoyand

rejoicingasinthetimewhenIsraelwasdeliveredfrom herenemies(SeeEt

9:19,22).Itisatimetosharewithoneanother.Itisatimeofeatingand

drinkingtogetherwithcelebrationtotheLord.

Whatissignificantinreferencetothemealthatfollowedthealtarof

sacrificethatratifiedacovenant,wasthatthemealwaseateninthe

presenceoftheLord(Ex18:12;Dt12:7,18;Dt14:23,26;15:20).When

Israelitescommunedwithoneanotherinthecelebrationofthecovenant
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meal,theydidsowiththeknowledgethattheLordwasintheirpresence.

God’spresencewasHisstampofapprovalofthecovenantitself,aswellas

thejoyandcelebrationthattookplaceafterthesacrificesforthecovenant.

Whenthecovenantwasestablishedandmaintained,Godwaspresent.

Inthecelebrationmeal,therefore,thosewhocommunedwithoneanother

knewthattheywereinthepresenceoftheLord.EithertheAchaiansdid

notcomprehendthesignificanceofthelovefeast/Supper,ortherewere

someamongthem whowerestillcarnal.Iftheydidnotrepentinthis

matter,however,Paulwascomingwiththerodtosortthem out.

(II)Giving/Offertory.

ThereisaplainevidencethatprovesthattheChurchgaveoffertoryon

Sundays.Thisisconfirmedin1Corinthians16:1-4,anditstates,"1Now

concerningthecollectionforthesaints,asIhavegivenordertothe

churchesofGalatia,evensodoye.2Uponthefirst,dayoftheweeklet

everyoneofyoulaybyhim instore,as,Godhathprosperedhim,thatthere

benogatheringswhenIcome.3AndwhenIcome,whomsoever,yeshall

approvebyyourletters,them willIsendtobringyourliberalityunto

Jerusalem.4AndifitbemeetthatIgoalso,,theyshallgowithme."

Onthefirstdayoftheweek,whichisSunday,Paulhadtheopportunityto

takeupthecontributiononSundaywhentheSaintsgatheredintheir

homes.ThiswastheregularassemblyoftheSaints(Acts20:7),andthus,

thisassemblypresenteditselfastheidealtimetotakeupthecontributions

forthevictomsofthefamine.

TherewasagreatfamineintheareaofJudeaduringthereignofCaesar

Claudius.ThisfamineoccurredbetweenA.D.41-45andwasprophesiedin

Acts11:27,28.AnotherfamineismentionedbyJosephusthatoccurred

betweenA.D.44and48.

ItwasinthecontextofthisfaminethatPaulgivesinstructionsconcerning

aspecialcontribution.Thehistoricalcontextthatleadsuptowhathe

statesinthesefewversesisthattheGentiledisciplesthatPaulhad
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convertedhaddeterminedtosendacontributiontotheJudeanJewish

disciples.ThisrequestwasmadebyPaul,andsubsequently,theGentile

discipleswereeagertocontributeaspartoftheoneorganicbodyofChrist

(Gal2:10).AsaresultofPaul’splea,theAchaiandisciples(2Co9:1,2;

8:10),Macedonia(Rm 15:26)andGalatiawereallgeneroustomakethis

specialcontribution.Theiractionsmanifestedtheirunityasthebody,and

thus,relaxedtensionsbetweenJewishandGentiledisciples.The

contributionmanifestedthetruththattheywereallofthesameuniversal

body.Theircontributionsalsomanifestedthefellowshipthatshouldbe

characteristicofdisciplesthroughouttheworldwhenbrethreninanyone

regionoftheworldaresufferingfrom hardshipthatisinflictedbynature.

Thismeansthat,the1stcenturyChurches,theChurchesofChrist(Romans

16:16)weremeetingtogetherfortheservicesonSundays,andnoton

Saturdays,oranyotherday.OntheSundaysthatthemembersofthe

Churchgavewillinglyfrom thehearts(2Co9:6-9,Gal6:7-10,Acts20:35):

Nopercentageorsetamountwasdeterminedforeachmembertogive.

Eachdisciplehadtheresponsibilityofdetermininghowmuchshouldbe

givenaccordingtohisorherprosperity.

HowmanytimesisSundayidentifiedintheNewTestament?

Ithasbeenacceptedworldwidethat"Sunday"isseenintheNew

Testament8times,whichwehaveallbeenusingeveninourlessonstill

now.Theresearchersemphasizedonthephrase,"Thefirstdayofthe

week,"todeclarethatthisstatementappearseight(8)times,andhence,

SundayappearsintheBibleeight(8)times;thisisfalse.

Indeed,thephrase"thefirstdayoftheweek"isclearlyidentified8timesin

theNewTestament,asitisconfirmedinMatthew28:1,Mark16:2,Mark

16:9,Luke24:1,John20:1,John20:19,Acts20:7and1Corinthians16:2;

thesearethe8referenceswhichuse"thefirstdayoftheweek"forSunday.

ThereasonwhyitisbiblicallyincorrecttosaythatSundayisseen8times

asthefirstdayoftheweekisthat,thereareseveralplacesintheNew
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TestamentwhichprovetoChristianstheuseofSunday:TheSundayis

proveninJohn20:26,asthe8thdayaftertheresurrectionofJesusChrist;

Acts2:1,asthePentecostday;Revelation1:10,astheLord'sday;and

someotherplaceswheretheChurchesofChristhadholyconvocationsin

theNewTestament,asinActs2:42,44,46,1Co11:17-20,Acts5:12.

From thetable(inpage50),wecanseethatapartfrom the1stdaywhich

wasSundayonwhichJesusChristresurrected,the8thday,15thday,22nd

day,29thday,36thday,andthe43rddayareallclear,tellingusofthe

eventswhichmayhavetakenplaceonSundays.

Inviewofthese,itisnevertruethatSundayisseeneight(8)timesinthe

NewTestament.SoifoneasksofthenumberoftimesSundayisseenin

theNewTestament,theuncertaintycallsfortheanswer,"Sundayappears

manytimes."

(3)THESUNDAYANDCONSTANTINETHEGREAT.

Thereiscertainspiritualairbornediseaseofthisworld,whichkeepson

spreadingtoretardtheprogressionofChristianity;someprotestantsclaim

thatConstantinetheGreatbroughtaboutSundayworship.Theprotestants

standwithsomefallibleclaimsofearthlyknowledgeconcerningSunday

that,ConstantinetheGreatordainedallChristianstoworshiporhaveholy

convocationsonSundays.Theymeanthat,SundayisnotaGod-givenday,

buttheEmperorcompelledtheChristiansinthateratoworshipon

SundaysinsteadofSaturday.Alltheseclaimsarebaselessandfallacious

inChristianity.Buthowcanonebefreeinmindtounderstandthis?...We

needtodivedeeplyinthisissuetoclearalldoubts.

ConcerningtheRomanReligion,theRomansareknownforthegreat

numberofdeitiestheyhonoured,acapacitythatearnedthemockeryof

earlyChristianpolemicists.ChristianitythatstartedinJerusalem (Acts1:8),

alsoemergedinRomanJudeaasaJewishreligioussectinthe1stcentury
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A.D.ThereligiongraduallyspreadoutofJerusalem,initiallyestablishing

majorbasesinfirstAntioch,thenAlexandria,andovertimethroughoutthe

Empireaswellasbeyond.Imperiallyauthorizedpersecutionswerelimited

andsporadic,withmartyrdomsoccurringmostoftenundertheauthorityof

localofficials.

TheCaesarsofRomeduringthetimewhentheChurchbeganinthe1st

centurywereTiberius(A.D14-37),Caligula(A.D37-41),Claudius(A.D41-

54),Nero(A.D54-68),Galba(A.D68),Otho(A.D69),Vitellius(A.D69),

Vespasian(A.D69-79),Titus(A.D79-81)andDomitian(A.D81-96).So,

Domitian'sreignendedinA.D96duringwhichthelastwordsofJohnthe

ApostlewasrecordedinthebookofRevelationinA.D96.Outofthese

ten(10)Caesars,thefirstpersecutionoftheChurchbyemperoroccurred

underNero,andwasconfirmedtothecityofRome.

Intheearly4thcentury(ofabout367A.D),Constantine1orConstantine

theGreatbecamethefirstemperortoconverttoChristianity.Duringthe

restofthe4thcentury,Christianitybecamethedominantreligionofthe

Empire.

Wecanseeherethat,Christianitywhichstartedinthe1stcenturyinA.D33,

andhadholyconvocationsonSundays,cannotbechangedbythenew

convert,ConstantinetheGreatinthe4thcentury.Sohowcanonesaythat

Constantine1forcedallChristianstoworshiponSunday,whichdaythe

emperorhimselfcametomeet?[Muchwillbegiventoexplainwhyand

howConstantinetheGreatconvertedtobecomeaChristian.]

TheConversionofConstantinetheGreatintoChristianity.

ConstantinetheGreat(Latin:FlaviusValeriusAureliusConstantine

Augustus;27thFebruaryc.272A.D-22ndMay337A.D),alsoknownas

Constantine1orSaintConstantine,wasaRomanEmperorofIllyrianand

Greekoriginfrom 306to337A.D.HewastheSonofFlaviusValerius

Constantius,aRomanArmyofficer,andhisconsortHelena.Hisfather

becameCaesar,thedeputyemperorinthewest,in293A.D.Constantine
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wassenteast,whereherosethroughtherankstobecomeamilitary

TribuneunderEmperorsDiocletianandGalerius.InA.D305,Constantius

raisedhimselftotherankofAugustus,seniorwesternemperor,and

ConstantinewasrecalledwesttocampaignunderhisfatherinBritannia

(Britain).ConstantinewasacclaimedasemperorbythearmyatEboracum

(modern-dayYork)afterhisfather'sdeathin306A.D,andheemerged

victoriousinaseriesofcivilwarsagainstEmperorsMaxentius

(Constantine'sbrother-in-law)andLiciniustobecomesolerulerofboth

westandeastby324A.D.Asemperor,Constantineenactedadministrative,

financial,social,andmilitaryreformstostrengthentheempire.

ConstantinetheGreat,seatedonhis

throne

ConstantinetheGreatwasconvertedintoChristianitythroughwars.The

battleoftheMilvianBridgechangedtheheartofConstantine1into

Christianity.Thisishowithappened:

InA.D311,GaleriusdiedandearlythenextyearConstantineinvadedItaly.

HewonbattlesatTurinandVeronaandmarchedinRome.Maxentius

cameouttofightandwasdestroyedattheMilvianBridge,whichcarried

theViaFlaminiaovertheTiberintothecity.Thebattlewasoneofa

successionofvictoriesthatinA.D324madeConstantinemasterofthe

entireRomanEmpire,butitismostfamousforitslinkwithhisconversion

toChristianity,whichwouldprovetobeoneofthemostimportantevents
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inworldhistory.

Thestory,orastory,ofwhathappenedwastoldbyEusebiusofCaesarea,a

Christianbiblicalscholarandhistorianwhowrotethefirstbiographyof

Constantinesoonaftertheemperor’sdeath.HeknewConstantinewelland

saidhehadthestoryfrom theemperorhimself.Constantinewasapagan

monotheist,adevoteeofthesungodSolInvictus,theunconqueredsun.

HoweverbeforetheMilvianBridgebattleheandhisarmysawacrossof

lightintheskyabovethesunwithwordsinGreekthataregenerally

translatedintoLatinasInhocsignovinces(‘Inthissignconquer’).That

nightConstantinehadadream inwhichChristtoldhim heshouldusethe

signofthecrossagainsthisenemies.Hewassoimpressedthathehad

theChristiansymbolmarkedonhissoldiers’shieldsandwhentheMilvian

Bridgebattlegavehim anoverwhelmingvictoryheattributedittotheGod

oftheChristians.

Thisstorywasgenerallyacceptedforcenturies,butsomeprotestantsof

today,haveseriousdoubtsaboutit.Theearliestaccountofthebattle,

datingfrom A.D313,mentionsnothingaboutavisionoradream.Itsays

thatMaxentiusdrewuphisarmyonthebankoftheTiber.Hehadcutthe

bridgeitself,butincaseofdefeathecouldretreattoRomeacrossa

temporarybridgemadeofboats.WhenConstantine’scavalrycharged,

however,Maxentius’smenweredriveninflightacrossthebridgeofboats,

whichcollapsedunderthem,andmanyweredrowned,includingMaxentius

himself.Hisheadwascutoffandcarriedintothecityonaspearbythe

triumphantConstantineandhismen.Accordingtoanotherearlyaccount,

writtenwithintwoyearsofthebattlebytheChristianauthorLactantius,

whohadbeenatConstantine’scourtforsometime,theemperorhada

dream inwhichhewastoldtomark‘theheavenlysignofGod’onhis

soldiers’shields.Hedidasinstructed,hadthesign,whateverexactlyitwas,

inscribedontheshieldsandattributedhisvictoryagainstoddstotheGod

oftheChristians.

InA.D315theSenatededicatedatriumphalarchinRometoConstantine



TheSabbaths,shouldweobserve?

81

(itmayhavebeenbuiltoriginallyforMaxentius),withaninscriptionpraising

him because‘withdivineinstigation’heandhisarmyhadwonthevictory.It

tactfullyrefrainedfrom sayingwhichgodhadprovidedthe‘instigation’and

citizenscouldcreditittoSolInvictusortheChristiandeityorwhichever

godtheychose.

WhatisnotindoubtisthatConstantinebecameabelievingChristianwho

vigorouslypromotedChristianitywithouttryingtoforceitdownpagan

throats.DiocletianandGaleriushadpersecutedtheChristianssavagely,

butinA.D311Galeriushadgrantedthem freedom ofworship.

WemustunderstandthattheGodofChristiansisnotasungod;ourGodis

theconsumingfire(Hb12:29),andismorebrighterthanthesunandshall

shineforusinHeaven(Rev21:23).ThelightoftheMostHighGodis

unapproachable(1Tm 6:16,1Jn4:12).SoifConstantinetheGreatwas

convertedtoChristianityforthesakeofbelievinginthecrossoflightinthe

skyabovethesun,whichheandhisarmysaw,itdoesnotmeanthatJesus

ChrististheSungod.Oneshouldunderstandherethat,Constantinedidnot

convertintoChristianitytoworshipthegodsofthesun,buttoworship

JesusChrist.Whateverthecaseis,weshouldknowthattheSungodswere

notbroughtintothemindsoftheRomansbyConstantinetheGreat,but

theywereexistingandwerebelievedtobethegodswhocontrolledthe

poweroftheSunwhichscotcheseachandeveryday,andnotonlyon

Sundays.[Moreaboutthiswillbeelaborated.]

ConstantinetheGreat,theRomanEmperor,thefirstemperortoconvertto

Christianity
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TheInfluencesofConstantinetheGreatonChristianity.

SomeBibleStudentssuggestthattheconversionofConstantine1into

ChristianityreallyharmedChristianity,butthatisnotthecase.Although,

theChristianlifeofConstantinewasnothundredpercentcorrect,buthe

struggledtoinfluenceChristianitypositively,withsomenegativeinfluences

aswell.

ChangingthedayofworshipforChristianstomeetwasnotConstantine's

dream;heneverinstitutedSundayworship,becausehecametomeetit.

ConstantinewasthefirstRomanemperortoconverttoChristianity.

Althoughhelivedmostofhislifeasapagan,hejoinedtheChristianfaith

onhisdeathbed,beingbaptisedbyEusebiusofNicomedia.Heplayedan

influentialroleintheproclamationoftheEdictofMilanin313,which

declaredreligioustoleranceforChristianityintheRomanempire.Hecalled

theFirstCouncilofNicaeain325thatproducedthestatementofChristian

beliefknownastheNiceneCreed.TheChurchoftheHolySepulchrewas

builtonhisordersatthepurportedsiteofJesus'tombinJerusalem and

becametheholiestplaceinChristendom.ThePapalclaim totemporal

powerintheHighMiddleAgeswasbasedonthesupposedDonationof

Constantine(nowregardedasaforgery).Heisveneratedasasaintbythe

EasternOrthodoxandCatholicChurch.Hehashistoricallybeenreferredto

asthe"FirstChristianEmperor,"andhedidheavilypromotetheChristian

Church.Somemodernscholars,however,debatehisbeliefsandevenhis

comprehensionoftheChristianfaithitself.

Constantineclaimedtobesaintandthe13thApostleofChrist.Constantine

theGreatandhismother,HelenaofConstantinople,wererecordedas

saintsinthelateByzantineliturgicalcalendar,followedbytheEastern

OrthodoxChurch,OrientalOrthodoxChurch,someLutheranChurch,

AnglicansandCatholics.Althoughheisnotofficiallycanonizedbythe

OrthodoxChurch,ConstantineIhonoursbyadding"TheGreat"tohisname

becauseofhiscontributionstoChristianity.Hisfeastdayasasaintofthe

OrthodoxChristianChurchiscelebratedwithhismotheron21May,the
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"FeastoftheHolyGreatSovereignsConstantineandHelena,Equaltothe

Apostles."

InA.D313Constantine’sEdictofMilanproclaimedthat‘noonewhatsoever

shouldbedeniedtheopportunitytogivehishearttotheobservanceofthe

Christianreligion’.HeappointedChristianstohighofficeandgave

Christianprieststhesameprivilegesaspaganones.ByA.D323the

birthdayofSolInvictusonDecember25thhadbecomethebirthdayof

Christ.Theemperorstrovetoironouttheologicaldisagreementsamong

ChristiansandinA.D325hepersonallyattendedtheCouncilofNicaea,

whichformulatedthedoctrineoftheTrinity.Healsobuiltmagnificent

churches,includingSantaSophiainhiscapitalcityofByzantium,renamed

Constantinople.WhenhediedinA.D337,Christianitywaswellonitswayto

becomingthestatereligionoftheRomanEmpireandConstantine

consideredhimselfthe13thapostleofJesusChrist.AccordingtotheBible,

ConstantinetheGreatdoesnotqualifytobecalledthe13thApostleof

Christ(Acts1:20-26).

(4)DOCHRISTIANSWHOWORSHIPONSUNDAYSGIVE

ALLEGIANCETOTHESUNGODS?

ChristianswhoworshiporhavegeneralassemblyonSundaysdonotgive

allegiancetotheSungods.SolardeitywasnotpartofChristianityinthe

earlylifeoftheApostlesandtheotherChristians,inthe1stcenturyChurch.

ThefirstdayoftheweekisbiblicalandsupportedbythemanyScriptural

referencesasdiscussedalready.TheApostlesandtheearlyChristians

wereknowntothedaysoftheweekintermsoftheirpositionsintheweek;

1stday,2ndday,3rdday,4thday,5thday,6thdayandthe7thday.Thatis

whytheyusedthe"firstday"astheonlydayonwhichalltheChurch

serviceswereperformedincludingtheLord'sSupperandthe

Giving/Offertoryasdiscussed.
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Thedaysoftheweekasusedinoureraarenotnecessarilyidentifiedwith

theirpositionsbutwithnames;Sunday,Monday,Tuesday,Wednesday,

Thursday,FridayandSaturday.TheApostlesofChristwereknowntothe

daysoftheweekwiththeirpositions,whileweusenamesinstead,to

representtheSeven(7)daysoftheweekinascendingorderasitwas,inthe

1stcentury.

Hence,itisbiblicallyincorrecttosaythatChristianswhoworshipon

SundaysgiveallegiancetotheSungods.

Wewilldealwiththeoriginsofthenamesofeachdayoftheweek;andI

thinkafterthislesson,theSabbatariansandtheotherProtestantsmay

vanishtoadifferentworldwheretheymaynotcomeacrosssuch

knowledge,orhearofsuchnames.Theirheartswillreallybeatiftheysee

therevealedtruth.

(5)THEORIGINSOFTHENAMESOFOURDAYSOFTHEWEEK

ANDTHEMONTHSOFTHEYEAR.

(I)THEDAYSOFTHEWEEK.

TheweekofsevendayswereintroducedintoRomefrom Egypt,duringthe

1stand2ndcentury,andtheRomannamesoftheplanetsweregivento

eachsuccessiveday.

Thedaysoftheweekwerederivedfrom theHellenisticastrologyoftheSun,

theMoon,theMars,theMercury,theJupiter,theVenus,andtheSaturn

respectively;eachhadanhourofthedayassignedtothem,andtheplanet

whichwasregentduringthefirsthourofanydayoftheweekgaveitsname

tothatday.Thisparticularideabroughtabouttheterm knownas"planetary

week."

Germanicpeoplesseem tohaveadoptedtheweekasadivisionoftime

from theRomans,buttheychangedtheRomannamesintothoseof
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correspondingTeutonicdeities.ForthesakeoftheTeutonicdeities,

Sundayoriginatedfrom theSun,Mondayfrom theMoon,Tuesdayfrom

Mars,Wednesdayfrom Mercury,Thursdayfrom Jupiter,Fridayfrom Venus,

andSaturdayfrom Saturn.TheEnglishwordsforeachdaybearremnants

ofRomantradition,buttheyhavebeenfilteredthroughcenturiesof

GermanicandNorsemythos.TheGermanicpeopleadoptedtheRoman

system byidentifyingRomangodswiththeirowndeities.

Therefore,eachofthesevendaysoftheweekwasnamedafteragod

whichtheRomansthoughtwerereigningtheSun,theMoonandtheother

fiveplanets;theRomansconsideredtheSunandMoonasplanets.

Noneofthedayswasexempted.TheGreekscalledthedaysoftheweek

theTheonhemerai"daysofthegods."Now,let'sdiveinthegodsofthe

week,accordingtotheRomansandhowthedayscameabout:

(i)Sunday:Itcomesfrom OldEnglish"Sunnandæg,"whichisderivedfrom a

GermanicinterpretationoftheLatindiesSolis,"Sun'sday."Germanicand

NorsemythologypersonifytheSunasagoddessnamedSunnaorSól.To

thisday,allRomancelanguages(mostfamiliarlySpanish,French,and

Italian)stillbearthemarkofRomandaynames,theexceptionbeing

Sunday,whichnowtranslatesto"Lord'sDay"andSaturday,which

translatesto "Sabbath."

TheSun
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(ii)Monday:Itcomesfrom OldEnglish"Mōnandæg,"namedafterMáni,the

Norsepersonificationofthemoon(andSól'sbrother);TheSungoddess,

Sól, wasthe

sister oftheMoon

god, Máni.

AdepictionofMáni,thepersonifiedMoon,andhissisterSól,the

personifiedSun,from Norsemythology(1895)byLorenzFrølich.

(iii)Tuesday:Itcomesfrom OldEnglish"Tiwesdæg,"afterTiw,orTyr,aone

-handedNorsegodofdwelling.HeisequatedwiththeMars,theRoman

wargod.InLatin,Tuesdayiscalled"Martisdies"whichmeans"Mars's

Day."

"Tiw,"thegodwholendshisnametoTuesday,isawargod,associated

withcourageandcombat.Hemayhavehadafemalecompanionnamed

Zisa.Tiw'sremarkablemythinvolveswomenwithbeards.Tyrwasthegod

ofwar,liketheRomanwargodMars,andGreekgodAres.TiwandTyrwere

namedafterplacesbeginningwiththewordsTis,Tues,TyesorTys.
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Mars,theplanet Mars,thegod

ThegodTyrorTiw,identifiedwithMars,afterwhom Tuesdayisnamed

(iv)Wednesday:Itisknownas"Wōden'sday."Wōden,orOdin,wastheruler

oftheNorsegods'realm andassociatedwithwisdom,magic,poetry,

victory,anddeath.ThekingoftheAnglo-SaxongodswasWōden(thechief

oftheÆsirandthekingofAsgard),aGermanversionoftheScandinavian
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godOdin,whohadtwopetwolvesandahorsewitheightlegs.Othergods

wereThunor,godofthunder;Frige,thegoddessoflove;andTiw,godof

war.ThesefourAnglo-Saxongodsgavetheirnamestothedaysofthe

week.WednesdayismercrediinFrenchandmiercuriinRomania.

Mercurywasthemessengertothegods,alongwithbeingthepatronof

science,thearts,travelers,andathletes.TheRomansconnectedWōdento

MercurybecausetheywerebothguidesofSoulsafterdeath,accordingto

them."Wednesday"comesfrom OldEnglish"Wōdesdæg."Startingaround

1965,Wednesday

beganbeingreferredtoas"humpday."

Wōden/Odin, Mercurytheplanet Mercury,thegod

thekingofAsgard

(v)Thursday:Knownas"Thor'sday,"getsitsEnglishnameafterthe

hammer-wieldingNorsegodofthunder,strengthandprotection.The

RomangodJupiter,aswellasbeingthekingofgods,wasthegodofthe

skyandthunder."Thursday"comesfrom theOldEnglish"Pūnresdæg."Tor

isconnectedriddingachariotdrawnbygoatsandwieldinghishammer.In
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mostlanguageswiththeLatinorigins,thedayisnamedafterthegodand

planetJupiter.Jupiterisdepictedasthechiefgodoftheskyandthunder

whomaintainedhispowerwithhis

thunderbolt.ItisknowninMiddleEnglishasthursdayorthuresday;Old

Norse,thorsdagr(Thor'sday);Latin,diesJovis(DayofJupiter);Ancient

Greek,hemeraDios(DayofZeus).

Thor,thegod
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Silverpendant Jupiter,thegod Jupiter,theplanet

shapedlike

Thor'shammer

(vi)Friday:ThisisnamedafterthewifeofOdin.SomeScholarssayher

namewasFrigg;otherssayitwasFreya;otherScholarssayFriggand

Freyaweretwoseparategoddesses.Whateverhername,shewasoften

associatedwithVenus,theRomangoddessoflove,beautyandfertility.

"Friday"comesfrom OldEnglish"Frigedæg."

Frigg Freya Venus,theplanet

(vii)Saturday:ThisdaywasnamedaftertheRomangodandplanetSaturn.

SaturnistheRomanandItalicgodofagricultureandtheconsortofOps.

HeisbelievedtohaveruledEarthduringanageofhappinessandvirtue.

Cronus(Kronos,Cronos)istheGreekgod(Titan)whoruledtheuniverse

untildethronedbyhissonZeus.Thename"Saturday"retaineditsRoman

origininEgypt.SaturdayiscalledSaterday,intheMiddleEnglish;dies

Saturni,inLatin(DayofSaturn);SæterdægorSaternesdæg(Saturn'sday),

inOldEnglish;hemeraKhronu(DayofCronus),inAncientGreek.Thisname
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wasgiventothe7thdayoftheweek,nolaterthanthe2ndcenturyforthe

planetSaturn,whichcontrolledthe

firsthourofthatday,accordingtoVettiusValens.

WeshouldunderstandthatSaturnisnamedafterthecharacterinRoman

mythology.SaturnisnamedafterthegodSaturnus,thegodofagriculture

andharvest.SaturnisequivalenttotheAncientGreekgodKronos.

Saturn,thegodofagriculture Saturn,theplanet

TherewasaTempleofSaturninRome,Italy,builtbytheRomansto

worshipthegodofagriculture,theSaturn.

TempleofSaturninRome,Italy



TheSabbaths,shouldweobserve?

92

Allthesethingswehavesharedarereal,butthatdoesnotmeanthatif

ChristiansworshiponSundays,thefirstdayoftheweek,theygive

allegiancetotheSól;thennodayshouldbeusedbyChristiansandall

humanityinthisworldforworship.Theyshouldmigratefrom thisworldto

theotherplanetswhichhavenotbeennamedafteranygod,andthey

shouldtrytodeletetheirnamesfrom thedaysonwhichtheywereborn;

becauseeveryoneofuswasbornononeofthesesevendaysoftheweek.

ThefirstdayoftheweekisconstantlydeclaredintheBibleinthe1st

century,evenbeforethenameSundaywasintroducedinthe2ndcentury.If

theSabbatariansandtheotherProtestantsinsiststhatChristianswho

worshiponSundaysservethegoddessoftheSunknownasSól,thenthose

whoworshiponSaturdaysserveSaturn,thegodofagriculture,andthe

othergodstoo.Everyoneofuswasbornintooneofthesedaysnamedby

theRomansaftertheirgods;youcan'trunawayfrom it,exceptby

acceptingthatyouarenottheservantofthesegods,butyouarethe

servantoftheonlyCreator(Rm 6:16)whonamedthedaysoftheweekwith

numbersandpositions.

SopeopleshouldstopcriticizingChristiansandcallingthem "Sungod

worshipers."

SummarytothedaysoftheWeek

Day Correspondsto:

Sunday Thesun,inhonorofthesun

goddess,Sól

Monday Themoon,inhonorofthemoon

god,Máni

Tuesday TheplanetMars,inhonorofthegod

Mars.TheSaxonsnamedthisday

aftertheirgodTiwandcalleditTiw's

day."Tuesday"comesfrom the
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nameofthisSaxongod.

Wednesday TheplanetMercury,laternamedin

honoroftheTeutonicgodOdinor

Wōden.

Thursday TheplanetJupiter,laternamedin

honoroftheTeutonicgodThor.

Friday TheplanetVenus,laternamedin

honoroftheTeutonicgoddessFrigg

orFreya/Freia.

Saturday TheplanetSaturn,inhonorofthe

RomangodSaturn.

FellowChristians,weshouldnotregardanydaymorethantheothertolook

downupontherest(Rm 14:5-6).EverythingGodcreatedwasgoodand

perfect(Gn1:31),sotheSabbatariansshouldnotjudgeChristiansabout

SaturdayandtheSabbaths(Col2:16-19).Wecanshowrighteousnessand

meettoadviceourselvesineachandeveryday(Hb3:13-15,Hb10:25),

eveninthespirit(1Co5:3-5).Butinallthese,wemustrememberthat,only

SundayistheLord'sdaytomeettopartakeintheLord'sSupper(Acts20:7).

Howtheplanetaryweekcametobesocommonlyusedinthe

processingChristianworld.

"TheearlyChristianshadatfirstadoptedtheJewishseven-dayweekwith

itsnumberedweekdays,butbythecloseofthethirdcenturyA.D,this

begantogivewaytotheplanetaryweek....Theuseofplanetarynamesby

Christiansatteststhegrowinginfluenceofastrologicalspeculations

introducedbyconvertsfrom paganism....Thus,graduallyapagan

institutionwasengraftedonChristianity"(HuttonWebster,inhisbookRest

Days,providedthisanswer).
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Thisplanetaryweekwithitsdays(Sunday-Saturday)namedafterthe

pagandeitiesisnotofGod.GodAlmightydidcreatetheweekwithseven

days,butHemerelynumberedthedaysonethroughseven(Genesis1:3-

2:3).TheJewsandtheearlyChristians(inthe1stcentury)knewthatthere

aresevendayswiththenumbers(1-7)andwithpositions(1st-7th).

HencetheworldisaffectedwiththeRomannamingofthedays(Sunday-

Saturday),whichmatchcorrectlywiththepositionofthedays(1st-7th).

(II)THEMONTHSOFTHEYEAR

Thenamesofthemonthsandtheirmeaningsareasfollow:

Month From theLatin

January Januarius,inhonoroftheRoman

godJanus.

February Februarius,inhonoroftheRoman

festivalofgeneralexpiationand

purification.

March Martius,inhonoroftheRomangod

Mars.

April Aprilis,whichwasderivedfrom

aperio,aLatinverbmeaningto

open.Themonthissocalled

becauseitisthemonthwhenthe

earthopenstoproducenewfruits.

May Maius,inhonoroftheGreek

goddessMaia
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June Junius,inhonoroftheRoman

goddessJuno.

July Julius,inhonorofRomanemperor

JuliusCaesar.

August Augustus,inhonorofRoman

emperorAugustusCaesar.

Therestofthemonths—September,October,November,December—are

derivedfrom theLatinwordsforthenumerals7(Sept),8(Oct),9(Non),and

10(Dec).Theywerethe7th,8th,9th,and10thmonthsoftheoldRoman

calendarbeforeJulyandAugustwereinsertedaheadofthem.

TheJewishCalendar

TheHebrewmonthswereoriginallynumbered,butovertimenameswere

giventothem.Forinstance,Abib,thefirstmonthofspring,means"green

[earsofbarley]"(thismonthisalsocalledNisan,meaning"theirflight[out

ofEgypt]").Later,theJewsborrowedBabyloniannamesformanyoftheir

months,someofwhich(e.g.,Tammuz)refertopagandeities(Ezek8:14).

ThecalendaroftheJewsisgivenbelow:

Month Numberof

days

Corresponds

to:

Numberof

days

Monthof

civilyear

Monthof

sacred

year

Tishri 30 Sept-Oct 31 1st 7th

Heshvan 29or30 Oct-Nov 30 2nd 8th

Chislev 29or30 Nov-Dec 31 3rd 9th

Tebeth 29 Dec-Jan 31 4th 10th

Shebat 30 Jan-Feb 28or29 5th 11th
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Adar 29or30 Feb-March 31 6th 12th

Nisan 30 March-Apr 30 7th 1st

Lyar 29 Apr-May 31 8th 2nd

Sivan 30 May-June 30 9th 3rd

Tammuz 29 June-July 31 10th 4th

Abib 30 July-Aug 31 11th 5th

Elul 29 Aug-Sept 30 12th 6th

(6)THESUNDAYANDTHESUNGODS.

The"Sungods"aretheSolardeities,pagangodswhichpeopleworshipped

insomeyearsago.ThosepeopleworshippedtheSolardeitiesastheir

pagangods,andnottheSundayitself.Thedaycouldnotbeworshippedas

such;theSungodswereservedoneveryday,andnotononlyoneparticular

day.

Solardeities,godspersonifyingthesun,aresovereignandall-seeing.The

sunisoftenaprimeattributeoforisidentifiedwiththeSupremeDeity.

ThemostpopularsungodsareSól(thesisterofMáni,themoonGod);

Ra/Re(ancientEgyptiangodandkingofthegods);Helios(portrayedas

drivingafour-horsechariotacrosstheskyondailybasis);Atum (theold

sungod);andKheper(theyoungsungod).

InancientEgyptthesungodRe/Rawasthedominantfigureamongthe

highgodsandretainedthispositionfrom earlyinthatcivilization’shistory.

Thewingedsunwasanancient(3rdmillennium B.C)symbolofHorus,later

identifiedwithRa.

Inthemythrelatingthevoyageofthesungodovertheheavenlyocean,the

sunsetsoutastheyounggodKheper;appearsatnooninthezenithasthe

full-grownsun,Re;andarrivesintheeveningatthewesternregioninthe
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shapeoftheoldsungod,Atum.WhenthepharaohIkhnatonreformed

Egyptianreligion,hetookupthecultoftheancientdeityRe-Horakhteunder

thenameofAton,anolderdesignationoftheSun’sdisk.UnderAkhenaton,

thesun’squalitiesascreatorandnourisheroftheEarthanditsinhabitants

areglorified.

ThesungodoccupiedacentralpositioninbothSumerianandAkkadian

religion,butneithertheSumerianUtunortheSemiticShamashwas

includedamongthethreehighestgodsofthepantheon.Thesunwasone

ofthemostpopulardeities,however,amongtheIndo-Europeanpeoples

andwasasymbolofdivinepowertothem.SuryaisglorifiedintheVedas

ofancientIndiaasanall-seeinggodwhoobservesbothgoodandevil

actions.Heexpelsnotonlydarknessbutalsoevildreamsanddiseases.

SunheroesandsunkingsalsooccupyacentralpositioninIndian

mythology,whereVivasvant,thefatherofYama,correspondstotheIranian

Vivahvant,thefatherofheritagefrom pre-Islamictimes.TheIndo-European

characterofsunworshipisalsoseenintheconceptionofthesolardeity,

drawninhiscarriage,generallybyfourwhitehorses,commontomanyIndo

-Europeanpeoples,andrecurringinIndo-Iranian,Greco-Roman,and

Scandinavianmythology.

HelioswastheGreekgod,thesonofHyperionandTheia,brotherofSelene

andEos,fatherofPhaetonamongstothers.HisRomancounterpartisSól.

DuringthelaterperiodsofRomanhistory,sunworshipgainedits

importanceandultimatelyledtowhathasbeencalleda“solar

monotheism.”Nearlyallthegodsoftheperiodwerepossessedofsolar

qualities,andbothChristandMithraacquiredthetraitsofsolardeities.The

feastofSolInvictus(UnconqueredSun)onDecember25wascelebrated

withgreatjoy,andeventuallythisdatewastakenoverbytheChristiansas

Christmas,thebirthdayofChrist.

MostfamoustypeofsolarcultistheSunDanceofthePlainsIndiansof

NorthAmerica.Inthepre-ColumbiancivilizationsofMexicoandPeru,sun

worshipwasaprominentfeature.InAztecreligionextensivehuman
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sacrificewasdemandedbythesun

godsHuitzilopochtliandTezcatlipoca.

InbothMexicanandPeruvianancientreligion,theSunoccupiedan

importantplaceinmythandritual.TherulerinPeruwasanincarnationof

thesungod,Inti.InJapanthesungoddess,Amaterasu,whoplayedan

importantroleinancientmythologyandwasconsideredtobethesupreme

ruleroftheworld,wasthetutelarydeityoftheimperialclan,andtothisday

thesunsymbolsrepresenttheJapanesestate.

Helios,thechariotdriver Ra
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Howcantheworshipersof

thesungods(orthesun)bedetected?

1.ThosepeopleobserveChristmaswhichwasbroughtbythesungods.

2.Theybelieveinthesungodsasthesolardeitiesforhumansalvation.

3.Theyusethesymbolsofthesunandthesungodsintheirpersonallives.

Pope,usingthesignsofthesungods

4.ThesignofthesunismostlyseenontheirTemplesandsomeother

things.

Thesun

symbolonTemples
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5.Theyhavefaithinthesun,astherighteousgod,andworshipitdaily.

Peoplepayingallegiancetothesunastheirgod

6.Theyperform somesolarcultssuchastheSunDanceandhuman

sacrifice,etc.

(7)

THESUNOF

RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Therearesomepeoplewhobelievethatthesunisrighteousandhence,it

shouldbeworshippedasoneofthewaysofworshipingGod.Fellow

Christians,ourGodhatesthisidea(Ex20:4-5,Rm 1:23).

GoddidnottoleratethosewhoworshippedthegodsoftheGentiles(Jer

10:1-10,Psalm 115:1-13).SomeofthefalseGod'smentionedintheBible

areAdrammelechandAnammelech(2Kings17:31),Asherah(1Kings

15:13,18:19),Ashtoreth(1Kings11:5,33),Baal(1Kings14:23,2Kings

23:7),Baalzebub(2Kings1:1-16,Luke11:19-23),Dagon(Judges16:23-30),

Molech/Moloch(Lev18:21,20:1-5),Rimmon(2Kings5:18)andTammuz

(Ezek8:14);Godhatesallgodsofthisworld.

Peoplethinkthesunisrighteousanddeservestobeworshipped.They

baseontheliteralexpressionof"theSunofrighteousness"asinMalachi

4:2.Let'sbegintointerpretit,from thefirstverse:"1For,behold,theday
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cometh,thatshallburnasanoven;andalltheproud,yea,andallthatdo

wickedly,shallbestubble:andthedaythatcomethshallburnthem up,

saiththeLORDofhosts,thatitshallleavethem neitherrootnorbranch.2

ButuntoyouthatfearmynameshalltheSunofrighteousnessarisewith

healinginhiswings;andyeshallgoforth,andgrowupascalvesofthe

stall"...(Malachi4:1-2).

"TheSunofrighteousness"isnotaliteralphraseandhence,shouldbe

dealtwithfiguratively.Jesuswastherisinglightthatbroughthopeto

thosewhofearedGodandwerelivingatthetimeofHiscoming(Jn1:4-

9,19;8:12).JohntheBaptistwastocomeandpreparethewayforthe

comingofthesunofrighteousness(Mal3:1-2,4:5-6Isaiah40:3,Jn1:23),

whichwasreferringtothemightyrevelationofJesusChristintheflesh(Jn

1:14-15).Thesunisnotinreferencetothephysicalsun,butreferstoChrist.

Ifpeoplethinkthesunofrighteousnesswhichwastocomeandshinefor

theworldwassomethingliteral,thensuchpeopleofthisfallaciousbelief

mustbeinterogated.WhattypeofsundoyouthinkwasshiningforIsrael

andtheGentilenationsbeforetheprophecywasgivenbyMalachi?...The

sundoesnotchange;thereisnosunofsin/iniquityandanysunof

righteous.ThesunwhichGodcreatedisonlyone(Gn1:14-18).Thatsame

sunshinesforustoday(Mt5:45).

JesusChrististheonlysunofrighteousness,donotworshipthesun;itisa

calamitytodoso.

CONCLUSION:Everythingyouhavereadof,isreal,itisthetruthwehaveto

accepttounderstandthat,theOldTestamentlawcanneversavehumanity.

Don'tletthedeathofChristbeinvain,theSabbathshavenothinggoodto

offerChristians(Gal2:15-21).

TheChristiansofthisera,shouldtakeheedtoworshiponSundays,as
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instructedbyourLordJesusChrist;partakingintheLord'sSupperisthe

bestthingtodo.Let'sallbindourselvestothegiventruth,torejectthe

plansofthesungods/goddesses.ChristianityisallaboutJesusChrist.
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